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Analysis Of Primary School Students' Screen Addiction And Bullying Levels

ESEN SPAHI KOVAC*!, MERAL HASKUKA?

Abstract: The aim of this study is to examine the screen addiction and bullying levels of primary school students. In the
study, the screen addiction levels of children were determined based on parental perceptions, while their bullying levels
were determined based on student perceptions. The participants of the study consist of 4th and 5th grade primary school
students receiving education in Turkish and their parents at Abdyl Frashéri and Emin Duraku Primary Schools, which are
affiliated with the Ministry of National Education in the city of Prizren, during the 2024-2025 academic year. In this
study, conducted using the quantitative research method, data were collected through the Problematic Media Use Scale-
Parent Short Form developed by Furuncu (2019), the Bullying Tendency Scale developed by Délek (2005), and the
Personal Information Form developed by the researcher. According to the findings obtained from the study, it was
concluded that the participating parents do not perceive visual media tools as addictive devices or platforms for their
children. According to parents' perceptions of their children's problematic media use, it was concluded that children do
not secretly use visual media tools, that visual media tools are not the only thing they turn to when they are in a bad mood,
that they use visual media tools during the time allowed by their families without pressuring the family for more time,
and that there are no issues within the family regarding the use of visual media tools, with no negative impact on family
relationships. When examining the bullying levels of the 4th and 5th grade primary school students who participated in
the study, it was found that their bullying levels were not high. When evaluating the general bullying perceptions of the
child participants in the study, it was concluded that the majority of students try to resolve issues with their friends through
conversation rather than fighting, avoid using physical force or hurting their friends, and do not engage in behaviors such
as upsetting their peers, mocking them in situations of weakness, or giving them any nicknames.

Keywords: Primary school students, Screen addiction, Bullying
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The Impact of Pakistan's Political Turmoil, Injustice and Human Rights
Violations on its Citizens

GHULAM SARWAR™*, MUHAMMAD ALi%?, MUHAMMAD IMRAN? HAFiZ
MUHAMMAD USMAN TARIQ*

Abstract: Pakistan’s political instability, systemic injustice, and widespread human rights violations have significantly
affected its citizens’ lives, undermining their well-being, trust in institutions, and fundamental freedoms. This paper
examines the interconnected consequences of these challenges on Pakistan’s population, focusing on the socio-economic,
psychological, and civil dimensions. Political turmoil, characterized by frequent regime changes, poor governance, and
corruption, has led to economic uncertainty, inflation, and unemployment, leaving millions struggling to meet basic needs.
Systemic injustices, including the erosion of judicial independence and inequality before the law, have deepened public
disillusionment and fostered widespread distrust in the state’s ability to provide justice. Additionally, pervasive human
rights violations, such as restrictions on free speech, enforced disappearances, and persecution of minority groups, have
stifled democratic expression and created an environment of fear and oppression. These issues have not only eroded
people’s confidence in their country’s leadership but also exacerbated social divisions, particularly among marginalized
communities. This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews
with citizens across different regions of Pakistan. Findings reveal the far-reaching impact of these challenges on mental
health, civic engagement, and societal cohesion. The paper concludes by urging policymakers to prioritize structural
reforms, strengthen democratic institutions, and ensure accountability to address the root causes of instability and
injustice. A rights-based governance framework is critical to restoring public trust and creating a more inclusive, equitable
society. The insights from this study underscore the urgent need for national reconciliation and systemic change.

Keywords: Human Rights Abuses, Legal Turmoil, Pakistan, Political Instability, Systemic injustices
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Determining Students’ School Readiness Levels Through Parental Involvement

SERDAN KERVAN **, SHEMSI MORINA 2

Abstract: The aim of this study is to examine the effects of parental involvement on students’ school readiness levels.
The research evaluates the relationship between parents’ participation in the educational process and children’s social,
emotional, and academic development. The main problem addressed is to reveal the impact of the types and levels of
parental involvement on students’ readiness for school. The study was designed using a quantitative research method, and
data were collected through a standardized scale. The sample consisted of parents of 1st to 4th grade students attending
primary schools in Prizren. A total of 101 parents participated in the study, and the collected data were analyzed using
the SPSS statistical package. Findings indicate that parental involvement has a positive effect on students’ readiness for
school. Parental education level, the learning environment provided at home, and the availability of educational materials
were identified as significant factors. It was found that children of parents with a high school education or higher
demonstrated greater academic readiness. While mothers were observed to be more actively involved in the process,
fathers’ participation also contributed significantly to children’s overall success. In conclusion, parental involvement not
only enhances academic achievement but also supports students’ social and emotional development. Therefore, it is
recommended to implement practices that encourage parents to participate in their children’s educational process more
consciously and actively.

Keywords: Parental involvement, School readiness.
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*Corresponding author: serdan.kervan@uni-prizren.com










8th International Conference on Social Science Research (ICONSR 2025)
May 28-30, 2025; Budapest - HUNGARY

The Posthumanist Echoes In The Secret Of The Machines By Rudyard Kipling

OZGE OZGUN*!

Abstract: The Industrial Revolution fundamentally transformed the relationship between humans and technology, leading
to the development of a new mode of existence in which humans and machines became increasingly interconnected. From
a posthumanist perspective, this transformation has prompted humans to transcend their biological and cognitive limits
by integrating with technology, thereby challenging traditional anthropocentric thought. Posthumanism examines the
human-machine relationship not merely in functional terms but within ethical, ontological, and existential frameworks.
In this context, Rudyard Kipling’s poem “The Secret of the Machines”, published in 1911, can be regarded as a literary
exploration of humanity’s position in relation to technology. In the poem, machines are depicted not only as tools in the
service of human beings, but also as beings that declare their own existence and have the potential to transcend human
limits. This representation disrupts the hierarchical structure between humans and machines, aligning with key arguments
in posthumanist discourse. By emphasizing both the benefits and potential dangers of machines, the poem parallels
contemporary debates on artificial intelligence and biotechnology, particularly concerning their impact on human labor
and decision-making processes. This study demonstrates that reflections on the role of machines in human society began
much earlier than commonly assumed. Furthermore, it reevaluates Kipling’s poem not solely as a product of the Industrial
Revolution but as a text that questions human dominance over technology and anticipates the posthumanist
transformation. Ultimately, this research highlights how literature shapes posthumanist thought and reconsiders the
evolving dynamics of human-machine interactions.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence, human-machine relationship, literature and technology, posthumanism, Rudyard
Kipling, The Secret of the Machines
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Young Socrates: How Children's Questions Shape Early Lexical and Conceptual
Development

JOANA TACI*!, ZAMIRA BOBOLI!

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to explore how children, during the initial stages of first language acquisition, construct
their lexicon and develop meaning. It focuses on children's innate tendency to ask questions as a primary mechanism in
the early development of lexical and conceptual knowledge. This natural question-asking predisposition is viewed as an
early reflection of the Socratic method, emphasizing the role of questioning in cognitive and linguistic growth. In addition,
this approach aligns with Saussure’s theory that meaning is not inherent but constructed through social interaction. It
highlights how children's Socratic questioning facilitates their understanding of the arbitrary relationship between the
signifier and the signified, contributing to a more solid and reflective comprehension of their mother tongue lexicon. In
conclusion, this paper aims to intertwine two influential theories—Socratic questioning and Saussure’s semiotics—
demonstrating their relevance in explaining the processes underpinning early language development.

Keywords: Socrates questioning, first language acquisition, lexical development, Saussure semiotics, arbitrary nature of
signs.
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Artificial Intelligence Applications in Urban Entrepreneurship and Innovation
Ecosystems

ERGIN KALA

Abstract: The rapid digitalization of urban life has created new opportunities for entrepreneurship and innovation within
smart city ecosystems. Artificial intelligence (Al) stands at the center of this transformation, enabling data-driven insights
that support the emergence of new business models and innovative services. This study explores the role of Al in fostering
urban entrepreneurship, supporting start-ups, and strengthening innovation networks in smart cities. The relationship
between smart infrastructure, open data platforms, and entrepreneurial activity is examined, with a focus on how Al-based
analytics and automation tools facilitate market analysis, customer behavior prediction, and product development. In
addition, the study discusses how collaboration between municipalities, technology firms, and entrepreneurs contributes
to sustainable urban growth. The aim of the study is to highlight the potential of artificial intelligence as a catalyst for
entrepreneurship and innovation in future urban economies.

Keywords: Smart city, Artificial intelligence, Entrepreneurship, Innovation ecosystem, Urban economy.

1Address: Ziraat Bank, Pristine Branch, Kosovo

*Corresponding author: erginkala@gmail.com
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Trust And Security In The Digital Revolution In School Education

CSABA BERENY 1!, AGNES CSISZARIK-KOCSIR™

Abstract: With the proliferation of digital technologies and online space, the notion and issues of trust and safety are
becoming increasingly important for school communities. The present research aims to explore students' and teachers'
knowledge, attitudes and thoughts about the concepts of trust and safety in the online environment. The research used in-
depth interviews to explore the views of people working and learning in the education sector. A key focus of our objectives
was to investigate how and to what extent they perceive the risks and benefits of participating in the online space, and
how they understand the role of trust and safety in the digital world. By analysing our research findings, we can contribute
to the development of digital education and to raising awareness among students and teachers of the importance of safe
participation and safety awareness in the online space.

Keywords: trust, safety, security, online space, safety awareness

IAddress: trust, safety, security, online space, safety awareness
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The Role Of Agile Culture And Skills In The Success Of Agile Organisations
Across Generations

GABOR STERCZL!, AGNES CSISZARIK-KOCSIR™

Abstract: The success of agile operations is highly dependent on the development of an agile culture. For this reason, the
mindset and attitudes of employees and how we can shape them are key. The continuous reflection and development
required by an agile approach and culture is key in today's fast-changing industrial environment. What are the theoretical
and practical skills that help employees to engage and collaborate effectively. The ability to empathise, self-reflect and
provide reflective feedback is also key to effective self-development and the success of feedback and development
ceremonies. What do people working in agile companies think about the importance of these skills? In this study, we
investigated how people in companies that have adopted and are using agile working perceive the importance of these
skills.

Keywords: agility, generation, collaboration skills

IAddress: Qbuda University, Keleti Karoly Faculty of Business and Management, Budapest/Hungary
2Address: Obuda University, Keleti Kéroly Faculty of Business and Management, Budapest/Hungary
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Food Purchasing Preferences In A Hungarian Sample

ANETT POPOVICS*!, MONIKA GARAI-FODOR?

Abstract: The purchase and consumption of food plays a fundamental role in the functioning of the economy and society.
Changes in prices and incomes influence purchasing patterns, which in turn affect production and markets. Community
initiatives strengthen the local economy and social relations. Security of food supply is a priority for stable economic
development. Global trends such as digitalisation and online shopping are transforming consumer habits. Food purchasing
and consumption is therefore not only an individual choice, but also a process with economic and social impacts. In order
for the food industry to play the right role in an economy, it is essential to understand consumer preferences and habits.
The analysis of this is the focus of the present study.

When buying food, consumers make decisions based on various criteria such as price, quality, origin and health factors.
Increasingly, consumers prefer local, fresh and organic products to support sustainability and the local economy. In
contrast, price-sensitive shoppers often prefer discount and bulk products.

The main question of our research is what kind of preference system characterises Hungarian consumers when buying
food, what aspects are prevailing in their purchasing decisions

We conducted a pre-tested standardised questionnaire survey as part of our primary research, which resulted in 2198
evaluable questionnaires from Hungarian respondents.

The results of the survey show what consumer attitudes towards food can be identified, what preferences characterise the
Hungarian target audience when buying food. The results also provide elements of relevance for practice in terms of
exploring food purchasing habits.

Keywords: food shopping, preference system, primary research

IAddress: Obuda University, Keleti Karoly Faculty of Business and Management, Budapest/Hungary
2Address: Obuda University, Keleti Kéroly Faculty of Business and Management, Budapest/Hungary
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The Impact of Digitalisation on Logistics

ANITAPLOTZ™, JANOS VARGA?

Abstract: Digitalisation has brought about a major transformation in the logistics sector, fundamentally changing the way
the supply chain operates, its efficiency and flexibility. The application of modern technologies such as big data analytics,
artificial intelligence (Al), Internet of Things (IoT) and cloud-based solutions has enabled the acceleration of information
flows, optimization of resources and real-time monitoring. With these new tools, logistics providers are able to reduce
operational costs, increase delivery accuracy and improve the quality of decision-making. Robotisation and automated
warehouse management further increase process efficiency while minimising the potential for human error. The impact
of digitalisation not only increases efficiency but also improves the customer experience by making services more
transparent and faster. However, digitisation also brings challenges, including data security issues, high technology
investment costs and the need to retrain staff. The aim of this paper is to present the progress that digitalisation has made
in logistics and the new opportunities and challenges that companies face in order to remain competitive.

Keywords: digitalisation, logistics, supply chain, competitiveness, technological innovation

LAddress: Obuda University, Doctoral School on Safety and Security Sciences, Budapest/Hungary
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Risk Management Strategies in Supply Chains: Strategic Approaches and
Solutions

ANITAPLOTZ™, JANOS VARGA?

Abstract: Many companies' supply chains and processes have traditionally been designed based on a stable and
predictable economic environment. However, increasing economic volatility requires a comprehensive and dynamic
assessment of risk factors in order to reduce the vulnerability of supply chains to disruptive influences. Previous research
has shown that in crisis situations, the success of companies is strongly influenced by their willingness to take risks and
cooperate, their deep knowledge of corporate values, and their openness to innovation and renewal. It is crucial that the
measures and tools used in supply chain management are harmonised with current and future risk management strategies.
The development and application of appropriate metrics is essential for effective and efficient risk management.

Keywords: risk management, strategy, supply chain, solution
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The Benefits and Potential of Digitalisation

JANOS VARGA™, ANITAPLOTZ?

Abstract: Digitalisation is one of the most influential technological processes of our time, fundamentally transforming
the way we operate economically, socially and organisationally. The aim of this paper is to present the benefits and
potential applications of digitalisation in the business sector, with a focus on collaboration and supply chains. One of the
main benefits of digitalisation is efficiency gains, which can significantly reduce the burden on human resources through
automation and artificial intelligence. In addition, digital technologies enable the rapid processing and analysis of large
amounts of data, supporting decision-making and innovation. The rise of online platforms has also revolutionised remote
working and education, opening up new opportunities for flexible and personalised learning and workflows. These are
also having a positive impact on the way businesses operate. Digital transformation is not just a technological change, it
is also a cultural change that requires appropriate education and awareness raising. With the right application of
digitalisation, not only competitiveness can be increased, but also sustainable and inclusive development can be achieved,
benefiting all groups in society. The aim of this study is to provide a comprehensive picture of the potential of
digitalisation and to provide guidance for successful implementation. The scientific paper concludes with valuable
recommendations.

Keywords: digitalization, innovation, partnerships, supply chains
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Food Purchasing Preferences In A Hungarian Sample

ANETT POPOVICS*!, MONIKA GARAI-FODOR?

Abstract: The purchase and consumption of food plays a fundamental role in the functioning of the economy and society.
Changes in prices and incomes influence purchasing patterns, which in turn affect production and markets. Community
initiatives strengthen the local economy and social relations. Security of food supply is a priority for stable economic
development. Global trends such as digitalisation and online shopping are transforming consumer habits. Food purchasing
and consumption is therefore not only an individual choice, but also a process with economic and social impacts. In order
for the food industry to play the right role in an economy, it is essential to understand consumer preferences and habits.
The analysis of this is the focus of the present study.

When buying food, consumers make decisions based on various criteria such as price, quality, origin and health factors.
Increasingly, consumers prefer local, fresh and organic products to support sustainability and the local economy. In
contrast, price-sensitive shoppers often prefer discount and bulk products.

The main question of our research is what kind of preference system characterises Hungarian consumers when buying
food, what aspects are prevailing in their purchasing decisions

We conducted a pre-tested standardised questionnaire survey as part of our primary research, which resulted in 2198
evaluable questionnaires from Hungarian respondents.

The results of the survey show what consumer attitudes towards food can be identified, what preferences characterise the
Hungarian target audience when buying food. The results also provide elements of relevance for practice in terms of
exploring food purchasing habits.

Keywords: food shopping, preference system, primary research
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Taxation Practices As Barriers To Firm Innovation In Turkiye

ISIL KAYA!, TUGAY ARSLAN?, BAYRAM VELI DOYAR*?

Abstract: Taxation is the key financial tool used by the government for regulatory purposes. However, it has the potential
to restrict firm activities. One of the crucial firm operations in today’s competitive ecosystem is innovation. In this context,
tax practices may also affect the innovation behavior of firms. Therefore, this study aims to examine the effects of various
taxation practices on firm innovation. A cross-section dataset covering 1,663 firms in Tiirkiye from 2019 is employed.
Firm innovation is estimated using probit and logit models as a function of three tax indicators, in addition to R&D
expenditure and other control variables. The tax indicators are based on the responses to the questions “Have you
undergone a tax inspectation?”, “To what extent are tax rates a barrier to firm operations?”, and "To what extent is tax
management a barrier to firm operations?" asked to the firms. It is found that R&D expenditure significantly increases
the probability of introducing an innovation across all specifications. Furthermore, firms that have undergone a tax
inspectation (compared to those that have not), firms that declare that tax rates are a barrier to their operations (compared
to those that do not), and firms that declare that tax administration is a barrier to their operations (compared to those that
do not) are significantly less likely to introduce innovations. Finally, the work discusses how tax practices can be applied
to reduce their harmful effects on innovation.

Keywords: firm, innovation, microeconometrics, tax inspection, tax rates, tax administration
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Cognitive Linguistic Analysis Of Religious Media Discourse In Kazakhstani
Online Space

RYSKELDY AYKENOVA*!, LYAZZAT UMIRZAKOVA!, MAPRUZA
IDRISSOVA!

Abstract: The article is devoted to the cognitive linguistic study of religious media discourse in Kazakhstani online space.
The aim of the study is to identify the dominant discursive strategies and speech tactics used in the creation of religious
topics media texts as well as their influence on the formation of public consciousness and values. Special attention is paid
to the analysis of media texts published by the state and independent Kazakhstani media as well as the international
agencies represented in the region. The selection criteria are the level of citation, thematic relevance and reader response.
The study considers texts that refer to religion in the context of national identity, legal and cultural norms as well as
interaction with innovative technologies (genetic engineering, transplantation, and cryonics). The methodology includes
media linguistics, media stylistics, semiotics and discourse analysis with the use of grammatical, semantic, pragmatic and
rhetorical approaches. The authors give particular attention to the terms related to Islamic tradition and extremism that
allow identifying the tone and ideological emphases of media discourse. The results of the study of media discourses in
online space lead to the understanding of the influence and role of modern technologies and media formats on the
construction of religious ideas in the society and emphasize the need for an ethically responsible approach to religious
issues. It can also serve as a basis for the development of educational and informational programs aimed at strengthening
interfaith dialogue, religious tolerance, increasing the level of information literacy of the population for a deeper
understanding of socio-cultural processes in Kazakhstan.

Keywords: Religious media discourse, Cognitive linguistics, Kazakhstani online space.
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An Examination of the Turkiye Century Education Model in the Context of
Mathematics Teachers'

FURKAN OZDEMIR*!

Abstract: In contemporary times, education systems are undergoing continuous transformation in response to evolving
societal needs and rapid technological advancements. Within this framework, the Education Model has emerged as a
noteworthy and innovative educational approach. This model not only represents a significant component of the reforms
undertaken within Turkey’s education system but also offers a perspective that aligns with global educational trends and
standards. The implementation of the Education Model has substantially redefined the role of teachers, transitioning them
from traditional transmitters of knowledge to facilitators and mentors. This paradigm shift promotes the adoption of
student-centered teaching methodologies, encouraging active student participation in the learning process. Moreover,
given the growing integration of technology into education, the Education Model advocates for the incorporation of digital
tools to enhance students’ access to information. Particularly in recent years, there has been a notable increase in research
focusing on the Education Model, driven by the broader transformation of educational policies in Turkey. Scholars in the
field of education have examined various dimensions of the model, investigating its feasibility and impact. For instance,
in his evaluations regarding the future of the Turkish education system, Gokhan Yilmaz (2020) highlights that the
Education Model fosters the development of students' critical thinking skills and enhances their creative problem-solving
abilities. As an innovative approach contributing to the transformation of Turkey’s education system, the Education
Model’s success largely depends on how it is perceived and implemented by teachers. Despite its growing importance,
there remains a paucity of research focusing specifically on teachers' perspectives regarding the model. Accordingly, the
research question of this study is formulated as: "How do teachers evaluate the Education Model?" The study hypothesizes
that teachers hold positive views concerning the effectiveness of the Education Model's implementation processes. The
primary objective of this research is to explore teachers’ perceptions, insights, and experiences regarding the Education
Model. In line with this overarching aim, the study seeks to: (i) analyze the knowledge levels of mathematics teachers
concerning the Education Model; (ii) evaluate teachers’ views on the model’s applicability; and (iii) provide policy
recommendations based on the findings obtained. This study will adopt a qualitative research design. Data will be
collected through semi-structured interviews and questionnaires. Semi-structured interviews aim to provide an in-depth
understanding of teachers' experiences with the Education Model, while questionnaires will gather broader quantitative
insights from a larger sample of teachers. The data will be analyzed through content analysis methods, considering
teachers' opinions as the dependent variable and their professional experiences as the independent variable.

Keywords Tiirkiye, education system, math teachers
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Kursunlu - Leaded Buildings from The Ottoman and Romanian Heritage

INSURATELU NICOLETA™, COROBAN COSTEL? GRAMSCI ANA
MARIA3

Abstract: The paper refers to the practice, dating back many centuries, of installing lead sheets on the roof of buildings,
for the purpose of protection against wind, rain, Sun, snow, but also as a lightning rod. The importance of installing lead
sheets on the roof of buildings also lies in the fact that, in the Ottoman space, the Turkish word "kursunlu" = "with lead"
became a proper noun: "Kursunlu", and in the Romanian space, the word "plumb" = "lead" became a proper noun:
"Plumbuita". The originality of the paper lies in the identification and presentation of these proper names, derived from
the idea of the use of lead, which are carried not only by churches and mosques, but also by parks, castles, cities, slums
and even by a waterfall. The theme of the use of lead, in the form of sheets for the roof of buildings, offers an open
window into the technical solutions and choices made by builders of past eras in the purpose to protect buildings from
the action of natural and environmental factors. The study is also an invitation to contemplate the complex interaction
between building materials, creativity and human ingenuity embodied in the art of technology and in the technique of the
art of building craftsmen, on the one hand, and cultural practices and the way in which they were imprinted in the
collective and identitarian memory and were reflected in the etymology of the names of many buildings, especially
mosques and churches, but also other types of locations, names of places and even entire geographical spaces, on the
other hand.

Keywords: Lead, covering, domes, buildings, workability, heritage, minaret, roof.
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From Substance to Simulation: The Psychological and Academic Impact of
Digital Overexposure

LORENA CADRI *!, IRIS NELA 2

Abstract: In metaphysical philosophy, the concept of Hypokeimenon, “that which lies beneath” or the fundamental
substratum, refers to the essence that remains constant despite external changes. This paper reinterprets Hypokeimenon
within the contemporary context of digitalization, viewing it as the core identity and well-being of the individual, which
today faces distortion due to continuous interaction with technology. Screens, ranging from phones to computers and
televisions, have become the primary medium for perceiving the world, learning, interacting, and building personal
experience. Daily contact with university students reveals a clear trend: they spend a significant amount of time in front
of digital sources. While this practice is often considered as a habit, it brings concerning consequences: reduced
concentration, declining motivation, social withdrawal, and detachment from direct experiences with nature. In this sense,
excessive use of digital technology challenges the human’s natural substratum, what Hypokeimenon symbolizes: the
organic connection to the physical world, embodied sensory experience, and active engagement with reality. This study
aims to analyze the impact of screen time versus time spent in nature on academic performance and psychological well-
being in youth. It raises key questions: Is prolonged screen exposure contributing to decreased focus, motivation, and
school achievement? Can exposure to nature help improve mental health and academic success? How can a sustainable
balance be maintained between digital reality and natural experience?

The methodology combines a thorough literature review of international studies on the effects of technology on youth
cognition, social behavior, and educational outcomes, with a quantitative study conducted among university students in
Albania. The study measures time spent on screens versus time spent in nature and correlates these habits with academic
performance and self-reported levels of stress and well-being. The findings are expected to help build a clearer framework
for educators, parents, and educational policymakers, encouraging new models of intervention that bring youth back into
direct, embodied experiences with the world, through nature and real social environments, a way of preserving their
Hypokeimenon, their core identity and humanity in an increasingly digital age.

Keywords: Screen time, hypokeimenon, academic performance, digitalization,

!Address: Barleti University, Faculty of Social Sciences, Tourism and Sports, Tirana, Albania.
2Address: Barleti University, Faculty of Applied Sciences and Creative Industries, Tirana, Albania.

*Corresponding author: l.cadri@umb.edu.al

22


mailto:l.cadri@umb.edu.al

8th International Conference on Social Science Research (ICONSR 2025)
May 28-30, 2025; Budapest - HUNGARY

The Impact of ESG Factors on the Price-to-Book Value Ratio: Evidence from
the Middle East

MIRJAM HAMAD

The study examines the impact of ESG factors on the price-to-book value (P/BV) ratio. Several researchers postulate that
the difference between a company's market value and book value can be attributed to a type of intellectual intangible
capital. Thus, considering that ESG indicators serve to demonstrate a company's non-financial performance, this study
investigated whether there is a relationship between ESG factors and the price-to-book value (P/BV) ratio. The study
examined data from 166 companies listed on Middle Eastern (7 countries) stock exchanges. The analysis was performed
using linear regression. As a result of the research, it was determined that there is no significant effect between the
Environmental pillar and the P/BV ratio, and similarly, no significant effect between the Social Pillar and the P/BV ratio.
In contrast, there is a significant effect between the Governance Pillar and the P/BV ratio in the examined companies.
The results show that higher governance scores are significantly associated with higher P/BV values.
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Methodology For Correctly Structuring An Active Lesson In The Methodology
Of Teaching Fine Arts

EMIL AGAYEV*!

Abstract: As in the teaching of every subject, in fine arts, the teacher must plan the lesson for the students correctly. The
first step in organizing an active lesson correctly is motivation or posing a problem. During motivation, the teacher should
bring creative thinking and aesthetic response to the forefront in the fine arts subject. During research, the teacher can put
forward hypotheses. In the fine arts subject, he can ask research questions about the creativity of various artists. During
information exchange, students try to find answers by discussing the knowledge they have acquired in the fine arts subject
with each other. Discussion of information is important in teaching creative subjects. At this time, the teacher must
systematize all the information. In the subject of fine arts, research questions can be asked about the creativity of various
artists. During the exchange of information, students discuss the knowledge they have acquired in the subject of fine arts
with each other and try to find answers. The discussion of information is important in the teaching of the creative subject.
At this time, the teacher must systematize all the information. In the teaching of the subject of fine arts, the existing
research question can be supplemented with tables or creative ideas. The next stage of the active lesson is the conclusion
and generalization, in which the student must independently summarize the new knowledge he has learned about the
subject of fine arts. During creative application, the fine arts teacher can present a comparative analysis of the work of art
or the creativity of artists to the students. Finally, the fine arts teacher should use assessment.

Keywords: Fine arts, active learning, methodology, creativity, education
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The de-evolution of Romanian Tobacco Industry. Historical Perspectives,
Current Challenges

ARPAD SZABO!- ARTUR LAKATOS?

Abstract: Producing cigarettes was a state monopoly in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and the Romanian Kingdom.
Factories were established through state investment, and the distribution of products on the market took place through
centralized management. During the last years of the Socialist system, the Romanian tobacco- and cigarette production
system had 16 working points, of which six were factories with a production of a large scale of national brands, like the
Snagov, Bucegi or Carpati, and even if Romanian brands were not comparable with Western brands like Pall Mall, Kent
or Marlboro, but even so, had their place on export markets. Just like the rest of Romanian industry during the post-
Socialist transition period, the tobacco-producing industry also met its hardships, from the loss of markets to shady
privatization processes. Tobacco farming declined. From 1990 to 2013 land surface where tobacco is produced declined
by 94% and indigenous annual tobacco production decreased with 90%. Currently, cigarette production in Romania is
monopolized by three multinational companies, the production of historical brands ceased to exist. After the accession of
Romania to the EU in 2007 Romania became a net tobacco product exporter. Raw material is imported and the industrial
production is controlled by big multinationals. In our presentation, we will describe this process of decline.

Keywords: Tobacco industry, Romania, post-socialist transition, multinational corporations
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An experiment to learn about the innovation culture among secondary school
students

RICHARD VERES*!, JANOS VARGA?

Abstract: In this study we aimed to investigate the innovation culture among secondary school students. We learnt about
the definition framework of the innovation culture, as well as the results of the relevant surveys without presenting a full
literature review. We used an online Google form for the collection of data from the students learning in secondary schools
in Szekesfehervar, Hungary. The survey included thirty questions with 631 people responding during fifteen days. Our
aim was to get to know their thoughts about innovation beyond the general questions. One of our further goals was to
learn about their willingness of cooperation with their classmates and if they have a good idea about how to use it,
furthermore whether they have attended an idea developing competition or not. We got answers from the study related to
coping mechanism of the students with uncertainty, the thought of failure, the risks and how to avoid them, and whether
they can commit to their aims or not. Our study was an experiment in the investigation of the innovation culture among
the students learning in local secondary schools. Our presented results support the local decision-makers and the providers
of the educational institutes in setting out further developing plans in this area. The study can draw the attention of the
local higher education institutions to this topic, and they can realize their own role in the shaping of the secondary school
students’ innovational attitude and mindset as one of their third mission activities. With the development of the secondary
school education’s innovative culture, the town is presented with the opportunity to build a more innovative community
through collaborations among the HEIs and secondary schools via raising the willingness of students to innovate.

Keywords: innovation culture, secondary school, students, university, innovation, collaboration, third mission
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Exploring the use of the RACE Prompt Engineering Framework to Enhance
CONSORT-AI Compliance

JANOS TIBOR CZERE*!, MARTA PENTEK?

Abstract: Large Language Models (LLMs) have emerged as transformative tools in natural language processing,
demonstrating the ability to generate coherent, context-aware responses across a wide array of applications. Their
adoption is expanding in critical domains such as healthcare, education, finance, and customer service, where they are
employed to automate communication, support decision-making, and enhance productivity. A pivotal aspect of effectively
utilizing LLMs is prompt engineering, the process of crafting inputs to extract accurate, relevant, and context-specific
outputs. Several prompt engineering frameworks have been developed to standardize this process and improve
consistency and performance. This study explores the feasibility of applying the RACE prompt engineering framework
within the context of the CONSORT-AI reporting guideline, which aims to enhance transparency and rigor in clinical
trials involving artificial intelligence interventions. Using our previous evaluation of 28 articles on CONSORT-AI
guideline as a baseline, this feasibility study examines the first five articles and their corresponding CONSORT-AI
assessments. We develop and implement RACE-based prompts for the first 12 items of the CONSORT-AI checklist and
evaluate model performance using key metrics, including precision, sensitivity, and F1-score. The findings aim to assess
the potential integration of structured prompt engineering frameworks into Al-driven evaluation methodologies for
clinical research reporting.
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The Financial Implications of Corporate Sustainability: An Empirical Analysis
of ESG Risk and Performance in the Freight Industry

AKOS BOTOS, EDINA EVA KULCSAR®, EDIT VERES

Abstract: Nowadays, CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) and ESG (Environmental, Social, Global) initiatives have
become increasingly important in how companies operate. That is why we consider it important to examine the impact of
ESG and its different components on the company's operations and on some of its indicators. This research aims to
investigate the impact of corporate sustainability performance on corporate financial performance. For these, we used
both accounting and market-based performance indicators. Accounting-based financial performance was assessed using
both absolute indicators, such as revenue, and accounting-based measures, such as Return on Sales (ROS). We used as
market-based performance the Tobin’s Q ratio, under the assumption that higher Tobin’s Q values may suggest that the
market incorporates additional, non-financial considerations in its short-term valuation of firms. According to Mardini’s
(2022) research suggests that a firm with higher environmental and governance factors tends to increase its Tobin's Q in
order to satisfy stakeholders' decision-making needs. The social factor has a negative and significant effect on CFP for
market indicators and a negative but not significant effect on CFP for accounting indicators. In addition, we examined
the effects of various risk indicators, such as DOL (Degree of operating leverage), DFL (Degree of financial leverage),
VaR (Value-at-Risk), CVaR (Conditional Value-at-Risk), semivariance on firm performance. The analysis is based on a
sample of 30 freight companies selected by their size, specifically by market capitalisation. Corporate sustainability
performance was expressed by Sustainalytics ESG Risk Ratings and their dimensions.

The relationship between the above-mentioned indicators and financial performance was examined using correlation
analyses and multivariate regression (OLS). The main hypothesis stated that the ESG risk score and its dimensions could
be linked to corporate financial and risk indicators. The key findings of this research indicate that higher ESG risk levels
are associated with weaker corporate performance, particularly in terms of profitability indicators, and greater exposure
to risk-related vulnerabilities. This underscores that ESG risk should be understood not only as a social concern.

JEL Classification: G3, G32, G5, Q5, Q56
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The Role of Money Supply in Exchange Rate Movements: Evidence from
Romanian Data

Janos Balla*!, J6zsef Fogarasi 2

Abstract: This research investigates the relationship between exchange rates and money supply (M1) in Romania over
the period from 2008 to 2023, a timeframe characterized by significant economic transformations and macroeconomic
shifts resulting from regional integration and global financial dynamics. Utilizing monthly data sourced from the National
Bank of Romania, the analysis applies a comprehensive set of econometric methodologies, notably the Elliott-
Rothenberg-Stock unit root test, Johansen cointegration test, Granger causality test, and Vector Error Correction Models
(VECM). These methods enable a robust examination of both short- and long-term dynamics between these critical
macroeconomic indicators. Empirical findings provide evidence of a strong long-term cointegration relationship between
the euro-to-leu exchange rate and the M1 money aggregate, demonstrating that a 1% change in the M1 money supply is
associated with approximately a 0.216% adjustment in the exchange rate. The Granger causality test further enriches the
analysis by identifying a bidirectional causality in the short term; however, the predominant long-term causality direction
flows distinctly from money supply to exchange rate movements. This indicates that monetary policies significantly
influence exchange rate stability and variations. The research contributes notably to monetary economics by validating
the theoretical expectations concerning the role of monetary aggregates in exchange rate determination in Romania. The
findings hold considerable implications for policymakers, offering actionable insights for shaping monetary and exchange
rate policies, especially within the economic context of Central and Eastern European countries.
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Empirical methods in estimating the contribution of urban trees to ecosystem
services

TAMAS ZAKOTA*!, FOGARASI JOZSEF?

Abstract: This research investigates the comparison of different methods of valuating the ecosystem services of urban
trees. Urban forestry plays a critical role in delivering a diverse array of ecosystem services in cities. In urban environment
ecosystem services cover for example air pollution mitigation, temperature regulation, carbon sequestration, stormwater
management, and support for biodiversity and human well-being. Accurately quantifying these services is essential for
informed urban planning, management and green infrastructure development. Tree inventories serve as foundational
datasets for evaluating urban green assets, particularly in municipalities where they are considered public property.
Despite their importance, there is currently no universally accepted methodology for valuing these services, with
approaches varying significantly across countries. However, the European Arboricultural Standards have advanced efforts
toward methodological harmonization, suggesting the potential for more standardized approaches in the near future. In
our paper we introduce empirical methods like carbon storage and sequestration calculations, alongside measurements of
Leaf Area Index (LAI) which are the most commonly accepted indicators for ecosystem service valuation. Remote sensing
technologies offer new opportunities for enhancing data collection efficiency, accuracy, and frequency by decreasing the
costs of on site measurements. It also provides the possibility of the dynamic monitoring of urban forests. Empirical
methods—grounded in field-based measurements, environmental monitoring, and modeling—remain central to capturing
the multifaceted contributions of urban trees. These methods not only allow us site-specific assessments but also support
broader policy decisions related to sustainability, climate adaptation, and public health. Our findings may help cities,
decision makers to chose from the different methodologies in the time when cities face increasing environmental
pressures. Empirical approaches to ecosystem service estimation could be vital for optimizing the role of urban vegetation
in urban resilience and sustainability planning.
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Current Issues of Business Ethics in a Central European Country, Hungary

NOEMI PIRICZ*!,

Abstract: Business ethics is the application of ethical values, principles and standards to business behaviour. Ethics goes
beyond the legal requirements placed on companies compliance with the law is the minimum for business ethics so ethical
business is about the voluntary choice and value-driven behaviour of ethical companies. Companies and organisations
have a specific culture, which includes ethical values and standards. Corporate social responsibility expresses the
commitment of an organisation to its stakeholders to increase the positive impacts of its activities and reduce the negative
impacts. The rapid growth of modern literature makes it almost impossible to keep up with new research findings. There
are often too many studies available through online searches, and it is difficult to review and organise them. Therefore,
in our study, we applied a systematic literature review, which is a well-designed review designed to answer specific
research questions, using a systematic and explicit methodology to identify, select and critically evaluate the results of
the studies included in the literature review. The main focus of our analysis is on publications on business ethics in
Hungarian organisations. We have found that there is a strong relationship between the terms business ethics, corporate
social responsibility and sustainability in Hungarian organisations. What is new is that Al has appeared among the related
topics, which is still surrounded by concerns and worries. The link between Al and business ethics should raise the
responsibility of companies for the solutions they create, which includes issues related to privacy, data management,
misinformation and manipulation of user behaviour, as well as the environmental impact of Al.
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Sustainability Development Goals in the hospitality and tourism industry: a
thematic content analysis

AYSE SENGOZ*

Abstract: The aim was to make a thematic analysis of studies on Sustainability Development Goals (SDGs) in the tourism
and hospitality sector. Sustainable Development Goals can be associated with tourism for each sub-goal and are seriously
related to the whole. Although previous researchers have investigated the relationship between SDGs and tourism and the
effects of tourism on SDGs, there is no systematic research on SDGs and tourism and their relationships. In this study,
especially the existing publications conducted between 2015-2025 were evaluated. For thematic analysis, bibliometric
analysis was first conducted and this was performed using VOSviewer software and Web of Science (WoS) database.
SDGs were published in 2015 and therefore the studies were started after 2015. A total of 1008 articles were determined
on SDGs, tourism and hospitality. China ranked first with 189 publications, followed by the USA with 122 publications.
It was concluded that 580 of the SDGs and tourism studies were related to SDG 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities,
while 222 were related to Climate Action (SDG 13). The research areas reflecting the important research direction in
SDGs and tourism common field are Environment Science Ecology, Science Technology Other Topics, Business
Economics and Engineering. The study also highlights three research centers and three future research directions. This
bibliometric analysis provides a new guide for SDGs, tourism and hospitality sector research.

Keywords: SDGs, Sustainable Development Goals, tourism, hospitality
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From Tradition to Innovation: The Pioneers of Mountain Entrepreneurship in
the Lesser Caucasus

GVANTSA SALUKVADZE*!, ANNINA HELENA MICHEL? NORMAN
BACKHAUS?

Abstract: In recent years, Georgia has witnessed a shift in its general policy orientation from agricultural to rural
development, resulting in a transformation of household-based economic activities. Mountain areas have emerged as key
focal points for promoting innovative approaches and practices for various reasons, such as lacking access to markets,
outmigration, climate change, and generally difficult contexts for small-scale entrepreneurship. Many households in
remote areas have limited access to the necessary resources, making it difficult to take advantage of new opportunities
and benefits. This research focuses on pioneer entreprencurial households in Khulo municipality in the Lesser Caucasus.
The study's qualitative methodological approach allows a thorough examination of the topic, based on in-depth interviews
in 2022 and 2023. We examine adaptation processes and the different forms of capital necessary to start a new business
in the mountain environment, as well as motivations for starting a new business and challenges to maintaining economic
activities.
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Economic Impacts of the Digital Divide: Access to Technology and Digital Skills
Inequality

BUSRA KORU UZKURT*?

Abstract: The Digital Skills Indicator is a comprehensive measure that evaluates individuals' competencies in the digital
environment. It is based on specific activities related to the use of the Internet and software carried out in five main areas:
information and data literacy, communication and collaboration, digital content production, security and problem solving.
This indicator reveals individuals' digital competence by analyzing their level of effective, conscious and safe use of
digital technologies. More than 90% of working life in European countries requires basic digital knowledge alongside
traditional skills such as literacy and numeracy. However, approximately 32% of European countries lack basic digital
skills (European data, 2023). The aim of this study is to examine the impact of the digital divide on inequality, analyze
how lack of access to technology and digital literacy restricts economic opportunities, and offer solutions. In this context,
Eurostat indicators of individuals' digital skill levels were examined. The research reveals that the digital divide
significantly affects individuals' access to economic opportunities. A lack of digital skills reduces individuals'
competitiveness in the labor market, making them less likely to be employed. The fact that the proportion of individuals
in European countries who do not have basic digital skills is 32% shows that digital inequality is a widespread problem.
It is also understood that the digital divide is not limited to access to technology alone, but that individuals' digital literacy
levels are also a determining factor in economic opportunities. The digital divide is a critical factor that deepens economic
inequalities and puts individuals at a disadvantage in the labor market. A lack of digital skills slows down economic
development by negatively impacting individuals' chances of finding employment and earning income. In this context,
expanding educational programs aimed at developing digital skills and increasing access to technology will play an
important role in reducing the digital divide. Projects to be carried out in collaboration with the public and private sectors
will strengthen individuals' access to economic opportunities by increasing their digital competencies.

Keywords: Digital Divide, Digital Skills Inequality, Economic Opportunities
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A Theoretical Research on Quiet Hiring

HUSEYIN KARAGOZ!

Abstract: Silent hiring, in contrast to silent dismissal, is an employer tendency that arises from the idea that organizations
should emphasise caring for their employees. According to the approach, it is an employment policy in which
organizations try to regain their qualified employees by supporting and empowering them and rebuilding their mentally
severed ties with their organizations. It focusses on recruitment to be done quietly, without reflecting on the outside. In
other words, the aim is to solve the need for labour force without losing the existing employees in the organizations. With
this perspective, organizations should discover unique talents among their employees and support them. In this direction,
performance appraisal, promotion, training and motivation practices should be developed. It is an approach born in
opposition to today's labour fluctuations. With this approach, it will be possible to improve the work-life balance of the
employees, eliminate burnout and focus on corporate goals. In order for the approach to benefit the organization,
motivating elements should be included in the process and support should be given to employees so that they do not feel
cheated. In the light of these issues, employees should be given tasks appropriate to their abilities and they should be
constantly motivated in line with their abilities. Through this approach, organizations can become talent scouts and at the
same time avoid the costs and risks that outsourcing will bring to the organization.

Keywords: Organizations, recruitment, quiet hiring, worker
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Tensions in Emergency Response Systems: A CHAT-Based Study at AKOM

ALPEREN MEHMET AYDIN*!

Abstract: During disasters, teams knot-work for timely emergency response, however, breakdowns and ruptures in the
emergency response activity systems avoid effective response. The objective of this research is exploring the breakdowns
and ruptures hindering effective coordination in the emergency response activity systems. By doing so, emergence
response organisations may re-design their system for effective response activities, and decrease the losses. Qualitative
methodology was used in this research. Interviews, field observations and content analysis were done in AKOM settings.
Through the lens of CHAT’s transformation and development principle, the researcher scrutinises the tensions and
contradictions in the emergency response activities. Interview transcripts and field observation notes were analysed via
NVIVO 8 program. Relationships established between themes, nodes and codes. Findings reveal that tensions and
contradictions arouse between the nodes of the activity systems and the interacting emergency response activity systems.
Lack of capability and adequate training to use the information and communications tools, confusing goals, tensions
between emergency response teams (Ambulance, Fire Brigade, Police, AKOM C&C), conflicting rules and regulations
stand out. Research findings shed light onto the breakdowns and fallacies in the emergency response activity system.
Through the analysis of the research findings, transformation inside the AKOM should be held: evaluation of the
hierarchical structure which overlaps with the effective and timely emergency response, re-designing information and
communication tools which facilitate intra- and inter-organisational networking and sharing, and amendment of the rules
and regulation which allows AKOM to coordinate emergency response teams at the incident site in a significant way.

Keywords: AKOM, Cultural Historical Activity Theory, emergency response, activity systems’ breakdowns
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Development of Artificial Intelligence-Supported Smart City Systems

ERGIN KALA

Abstract: With increasing urbanization today, it is of great importance to develop smart solutions to problems such as
infrastructure, transportation, energy efficiency and security that cities face. In this context, artificial intelligence (Al)-
supported technologies increase the effectiveness of smart city applications by optimizing data-driven decision-making
processes in city management. In this study, the integration of smart city components with Al was examined; examples
of artificial intelligence-based systems used in areas such as traffic management, energy distribution, waste
management, public safety and environmental monitoring were evaluated. In addition, how sensor data used in cities are
integrated with machine learning algorithms and the contribution of this integration to decision-making processes were
discussed. The aim of the study is to reveal the role of artificial intelligence in building sustainable, livable and user-
friendly cities and to emphasize the potential benefits of applications developed in this field. As a result, artificial
intelligence-based solutions make significant contributions to cities becoming more efficient and environmentally
friendly.

Keywords: Smart city, Artificial intelligence, City management, Machine learning, Sustainability.
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Learning Support Robots in the World of Artificial Intelligence

SZILARD DR. HORVATH*!, JANOS MiKLOS?

Abstract: From time to time, the results of the PISA surveys have shocked and puzzled education professionals and
ordinary people alike. Hungary has not been able to show spectacular and improving results in many of the competences
tested. In most cases, the poor results are explained by the poor abilities and knowledge of disadvantaged students, most
of whom are gypsies, living in difficult circumstances. The evidence shows that these students need different teaching
and learning methods to achieve better results. In several disadvantaged municipalities, we are trying to provide remedial
and developmental sessions using different educational robots to develop the necessary competences. In addition to
robots, artificial intelligence and its services also play an important role in training. The aim of the sessions is to develop
children's basic competences, improve their learning outcomes and develop and consolidate their digital literacy skills,
which will keep them in step with their peers. To test whether the sessions and the tools used in the sessions really
contribute to the development of students' competences, we created online playful questionnaires to assess students'
knowledge and progress. In order to better understand the results, in-depth interviews were conducted with the primary
school teachers who taught the children. From the study, we can learn about the robotics activities and get acquainted
with the tools and robots used. We can see the impact of artificial intelligence on children's own learning, and find out
what teachers think about the learning support and stimulating effects of robots and Al for disadvantaged children.

Keywords: educational robots, competence development, disadvantage, artificial intelligence
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1. INTRODUCTION

The rapid technological development and changes of the 21st century have a significant impact on our everyday lives,
our communication, our shopping and entertainment habits. At the same time, the nature of the workplace has changed
in recent decades. People with higher skills have an advantage in the labour market. Jobs that can be done with lower
skills are increasingly being taken over by technology, mechanisation and robotics (Molnar, Turcsanyi-Szabo6 and Karpati,
2019). The evolution of technology is also affecting the learning landscape, from kindergarten to higher education
(Molnar, 2021).

Information and communication technologies are “a set of tools, technologies, organisational activities and innovative
processes that facilitate, speed up, facilitate and make more efficient the transmission, processing, flow, storage and
encoding of information and communication” (Molnar, 2018). Technology-enhanced educational processes, including
educational robotics, have the potential to change the processes of learning and teaching. The use of educational robots
is a novel and interesting response to the questions posed by the 21st century and the information society (Majzik, 2020).
These tools include educational robots, also known as floor robots, because they move on floors or desks. From a
traditional classification point of view, floor robots can clearly be considered as educational devices, since they are
essentially involved in the teaching process. In addition to the motivational effect, students are also introduced to the basic
features of robotic devices. The Bee-Bot/Blue-Bot, Codey Rocky, Edison and Ozobot robots are basically designed for
young school children to experience the different robotics features. In several municipalities, these floor robots are used
in parallel to educate disadvantaged students (Fehér, Aknai 2020). After school, they participate in weekly robotics
sessions, where we aim to reinforce the school curriculum, acquire additional knowledge and develop digital
competences.

In Hungary, the social, economic and political changes that have taken place since the regime change have significantly
transformed the structure of society, and the impact of increased social inequalities can be felt in all areas of education
(K.Nagy 2019). The socio-economic benefits that can be realised through education are most beneficial for children from
disadvantaged social groups. If students from disadvantaged family backgrounds do not have the skills to enter the labour
market when they leave the education system, they are unable to contribute to the public purse, or only to a limited extent,
while generating costs for society, including unemployment, social and health care, and also the costs of the prison system
(Fejes et al. 2020). A significant proportion of Roma pupils have unsuccessful school careers. To explain the reasons for
their failures, it would seem obvious to refer to cultural differences and the failure of schools to take them into account
(Fejes 2005).
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Playful teaching and development is a key aspect in the development of children with SNI. By introducing children to a
robotic tool, we can activate an intrinsic motivational base that is difficult to mobilise with traditional tools. We can easily
motivate children with any kind of disability with a nice, perhaps talking, floor robot. With the help of robots, children
can learn the basics of robotics and coding through play, by doing different tasks. They actively learn different subject
content through hands-on activities with the robots, and develop different skills through developmental tasks with the
robots. The robots help children develop their attention, memory and thinking functions through play. Emotion-based
child-robot interaction helps to focus attention, improve information perception during learning and verbalisation. It is a
process that has a good impact on children's educational rehabilitation and also develops their emotional culture when
interacting with robots (Aknai, 2020).

Teachers also noted that the use of social skills during technology sessions differed from other lessons. Difficult concepts
became familiar and students began to actively use them during the project. The students were characterized by
motivation, enthusiasm and active participation while performing the tasks (Kérné-Lin et al., 2006). But despite the
scientific results so far, there is still scepticism among teachers about the use of robots in the education of SNI students.
There is a rather limited national literature on the introduction of robotics in education (Fehér & Aknai, 2019, 2020).
Our intention is to test whether the robotics activities we deliver are effective, whether they really help children to learn
at school and whether they are demonstrably useful. Furthermore, they have been shown to help teachers to develop
language, mathematics, digital and linguistic competences.

2. MATERIAL AND METHOD

In order to find out whether the robotics sessions had a demonstrable impact, whether the students acquired useful
knowledge, whether the knowledge acquired contributed to the development of any of their competences, I completed an
online quiz (questionnaire) with the students on 2 occasions during the school year. The quiz was completed by a total of
55 students in 3 locations. The results were evaluated using a simple statistical method. In-depth interviews with the
teachers who taught the students helped to gain a deeper understanding of the findings.

3. RESULTS

We asked the question: do you like robotics? Remember that the purpose of playful sessions is learning, and they are
always held in the afternoon after school, when most students are tired. Out of the 55 students who responded, only 5 said
they did not like it, while thirty-six students answered yes to the question, so 90% of students like robotics. In response
to the question "Have you learnt anything that you have not learnt before at school? Without exception, all students
answered yes, so in all cases the robotics sessions showed and taught the participating students something new. We were
curious to know if there was any knowledge that they had not understood or had not managed to master before at school,
but during the robotics sessions they had successfully mastered and understood it. For example, we learned about the
analogue clock, which we simulate with a microbit and we learned about the clock and its hands by assigning angles to
them. We became aware of this shortcoming of the students when they regularly asked us what time it was because they
had to catch the bus. After asking the question, we pointed to the wall where, with a wall clock clearly visible, the children
repeatedly asked what time it was, which made us realise that they were not really familiar with the analogue clock. So,
when asked if they had understood something during the sessions that they hadn't understood before at school, thirty-two
children said yes, they had.

In addition to the general questions, we wanted to find out whether the children understood what they had learned in the

session and how it related to their everyday knowledge at school, using the programs and programming languages they
had learned. For example, fractions, angles and the coordinate system. The figure below shows one such question.

@ set movement speed to @ %

® set movement motorsto. C+D e

® C+D » run ") w for @ degrees
@ play beep @ for ’ seconds

Figure 1. The question was: Which block rotates the Lego robot?
Source: own edit
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improve employee engagement and, by extension, organizational performance. Future research should consider empirical
studies in specific sectors or regions to validate and expand these findings, offering more targeted insights for practitioners
and policymakers.

5. Implications

The findings of this study offer meaningful implications for both organizational leaders and human resource practitioners.
First, organizations seeking to improve employee engagement should prioritize the development and implementation of
transformational leadership practices. Leaders who demonstrate vision, empathy, intellectual stimulation, and
individualized support are more likely to foster a psychologically safe and motivating environment where employees feel
energized and committed (Bass & Riggio, 2006; Kahn, 1990). By investing in leadership development programs and
coaching initiatives that cultivate these behaviors, organizations can enhance not only engagement but also performance,
innovation, and retention (Tims et al., 2011).

Moreover, the implications extend to strategic HR policies, including recruitment, performance management, and
organizational culture design. Human resource departments should consider transformational leadership competencies as
essential criteria in hiring and promotion decisions, especially for managerial roles. Additionally, integrating engagement
metrics into performance evaluations can reinforce the value of leadership behaviors that promote employee well-being
(Bakker & Demerouti, 2007). Fostering a culture that supports open communication, feedback, and professional growth
will enable leaders to act as catalysts of engagement, ultimately contributing to a more resilient and productive workforce.

Conclusion

This study examined the impact of transformational leadership on job engagement, drawing on existing literature to
explore how leadership behaviors influence employees' emotional and psychological involvement at work. The review
highlights that transformational leaders—through vision, support, and intellectual stimulation—can foster environments
where employees feel motivated, valued, and aligned with organizational goals. Such conditions significantly enhance
the core dimensions of engagement: vigor, dedication, and absorption.

The evidence consistently shows that transformational leadership positively correlates with higher levels of job
engagement across various organizational contexts. Engaged employees tend to perform better, show greater
organizational commitment, and contribute to a positive work culture. These findings underscore the importance of
leadership development programs aimed at cultivating transformational behaviors, not only to improve individual
performance but also to strengthen overall organizational health and sustainability.

Given the central role of leadership in shaping employee engagement, future research is encouraged to test these findings
in specific industries or cultural contexts using empirical data. Doing so will help validate the theoretical insights
presented and provide organizations with targeted strategies for enhancing leadership effectiveness and workforce
engagement. In an increasingly complex and competitive world, transformational leadership remains a powerful tool for
building committed, resilient, and high-performing teams.
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The Impact Of Digital Economy On International Trade Structure: The Rise Of
E-Export And Policy Recommendations

MURAT ALKIN

Abstract: This study explores the impact of the digital economy on the structure of international trade, focusing on the
rise of e-export and relevant policy recommendations. Digitalization has transformed all phases of trade—from
production and logistics to marketing and customer relations—introducing both new opportunities and challenges,
particularly in cross-border digital commerce. E-export, by overcoming the spatial and logistical limitations of traditional
export models, has enabled especially SMEs and developing countries to access global markets more efficiently.
However, structural obstacles such as insufficient digital infrastructure, regulatory discrepancies, lack of digital skills,
and data security concerns limit the full realization of this potential. Accordingly, the study proposes a set of multi-level
policy measures, including strengthening digital infrastructure, enhancing e-logistics systems, fostering international
regulatory harmonization, and expanding support mechanisms for SMEs. The paper aims to provide a theoretical
framework and strategic recommendations to ensure a more inclusive and sustainable participation in the digital economy.

Keywords: Digital economy, e-export, international trade, digital transformation, policy recommendations

Dijital Ekonominin Uluslararasi Ticaret Yapisi Uzerindeki Etkisi: E-ihracatin
Y uikselisi ve Politika Onerileri

Ozet: Bu ¢alisma, dijital ekonominin uluslararasi ticaret yapisi iizerindeki etkilerini inceleyerek, e-ihracatin yiikselen
roliinii ve bu cercevede gelistirilebilecek politika Onerilerini ele almaktadir. Dijitallesme, iretimden lojistige,
pazarlamadan miisteri iligkilerine kadar tiim ticaret siireglerini doniistiirmiis; 6zellikle sinir 6tesi dijital ticaret, firmalar
icin yeni firsatlar ve zorluklar yaratmistir. E-ihracat, geleneksel ihracatin lojistik ve cografi sinirlarini asan bir yapi
sunarak, 6zellikle KOBI'ler ve gelismekte olan iilkeler icin kiiresel pazarlara erisimi kolaylastirmistir. Ancak dijital altyap:
eksiklikleri, regiilasyon farkliliklari, dijital beceri yetersizlikleri ve veri giivenligi gibi yapisal engeller, e-ihracatin
potansiyelinden tam anlamiyla yararlanilmasint smirlamaktadir. Bu baglamda, c¢aligmada dijital altyapinin
giiclendirilmesi, e-lojistik sistemlerin gelistirilmesi, uluslararasi uyumlu diizenlemelerin tesvik edilmesi ve KOBI'lere
yonelik destek mekanizmalarinin genisletilmesi gibi ¢ok diizeyli politika Onerileri sunulmustur. Calisma, dijital
ekonominin sundugu firsatlardan kapsayict bigimde yararlanilmasi i¢in kuramsal bir ¢ergeve ve uygulamaya doniik
stratejik Oneriler gelistirmeyi amaglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dijital ekonomi, e-ihracat, uluslararast ticaret, dijital doniisiim, politika 6nerileri
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GIRIS

Kiiresellesme ve dijitallesme siireglerinin es zamanli olarak hiz kazanmasi, ekonomik yapilari ve ticaret iliskilerini
derinden déniistirmektedir. Ozellikle 21. yiizyilin baslarindan itibaren dijital teknolojilerin gelisimiyle birlikte, {iretimden
dagitima, tiiketim aligkanliklarindan ticaret modellerine kadar bir¢cok alanda koklii degisimler yasanmaktadir. Bu
donisiimiin en belirgin etkilerinden biri de uluslararasi ticaretin yapisal evrimidir. Geleneksel sinir 6tesi ticaret anlayisinin
yerini giderek daha fazla dijital ortamda gerceklesen islemler almakta; fiziksel iiriinlerin dijital platformlar {izerinden
pazarlanmasi ve satis1 yayginlasmaktadir. Bu ¢ercevede dijital ekonomi, sadece yeni bir ekonomik model olarak degil,
ayn1 zamanda kiiresel ticaretin yeniden sekillenmesini saglayan temel bir dinamik olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

189



8th International Conference on Social Science Research (ICONSR 2025)
May 28-30, 2025; Budapest - HUNGARY

Dijital ekonominin sundugu olanaklar sayesinde kii¢iik ve orta dlgekli isletmelerin (KOBI’lerin) simir dtesi pazarlara
erisimi kolaylagmakta; e-ticaret ve 6zellikle e-ihracat uygulamalari, geleneksel ihracatin dniindeki bircok engeli ortadan
kaldirarak yeni bir ticaret paradigmalarini ortaya koymaktadir. E-ihracat, dijital altyap: sayesinde {irin ve hizmetlerin
dogrudan son kullaniciya ulastirildigi, daha diisiik maliyetli, hizli ve esnek bir ticaret bi¢imi olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Bu
yap1, yalnizca ekonomik aktorlerin davraniglarini degil, ayn1 zamanda devletlerin ticaret ve kalkinma politikalarint da
yeniden sekillendirmektedir.

Ancak dijitallesen uluslararasi ticaretin avantajlarinin yani sira ¢ok katmanli baz1 zorluklar1 da bulunmaktadir. Dijital
altyapi esitsizlikleri, veri regiilasyonlari, dijital giivenlik sorunlar1 ve sinir 6tesi vergi diizenlemeleri gibi karmasik alanlar,
dijital ekonominin sundugu firsatlarin etkin bir sekilde kullanilmasimin oniinde engel teskil etmektedir. Ayrica,
dijitallesmenin etkisinin iilkeler arasinda ve hatta sektorler arasinda homojen dagilmadigi da dikkat ¢ekicidir.

Calisma, dijital ekonominin uluslararasi ticaret tizerindeki yapisal etkilerini, e-ihracatin yiikseligi baglaminda ele almakta
ve bu doniislimiin politik, ekonomik ve yonetsel boyutlarini biitiinciil bir yaklasimla tartismay1 amaglamaktadir. Derleme
yontemiyle hazirlanan bu makalede 6ncelikle dijital ekonominin kuramsal gergevesi ¢izilecek, ardindan uluslararasi
ticaretin doniisen yapisi, e-ihracatin gelisimi, karsilagilan zorluklar ve farkli iilke uygulamalar1 {izerinden
degerlendirilecektir. Son olarak, dijital ticaretin siirdiiriilebilir ve kapsayici hale gelmesi i¢in politika yapicilara yonelik
gesitli dnerilere yer verilecektir.

1. Kavramsal Cerceve: Dijital Ekonomiyi Anlamak

Dijital ekonomi, dijital teknolojilerin iiretim, dagitim, tiikketim ve kamu hizmetleri gibi ekonomik faaliyetlere entegre
edilmesini ifade etmektedir. {1k olarak Don Tapscott tarafindan "dijitallesmis ekonomik sistem" anlaminda kullanilan bu
kavram, zamanla bilgi ve iletisim teknolojileri (BIiT) altyapist iizerinde sekillenen ekonomik yapilar icin kullanilmaya
baslanmistir (Tapscott, 1996; Karagor, 2020).

Birlesmis Milletler Ticaret ve Kalkinma Konferanst (UNCTAD), dijital ekonomiyi “ekonomik ¢iktinin dijital girdilerle
yaratildig1 bir sistem” olarak tanimlar; bu baglamda dijital ekonomi sadece e-ticareti degil, ayn1 zamanda veri akisi, dijital
finans, dijital diretim ve hizmetleri de kapsamaktadir (UNCTAD, 2019). OECD’ye gore ise dijital ekonomi, sayisal
teknolojilerin yogun bigimde kullanildig: tim ekonomik faaliyetleri igerir; sadece dijital sektordeki isletmeleri degil, bu
teknolojileri kullanan tiim sektorleri i¢ine alir (OECD, 2020). Bu yoniiyle dijital ekonomi, klasik sektdr ayrimlarini
bulaniklastirarak disiplinlerarasi bir yapi sergiler.

Dijital ekonominin temel bilesenleri {i¢ ana eksende toplanabilir: dijital altyapi, dijital platformlar ve veri akist. Dijital
altyapi, genis bant internet baglantisi, veri merkezleri, bulut teknolojileri ve nesnelerin interneti (IoT) gibi teknolojik
sistemleri igerir. Altyapinin yeterliligi, iilkelerin dijital ekonomiye entegrasyon kapasitesini dogrudan etkiler (ITU, 2022;
Nordhaus, 2001).

Dijital platformlar ise {iretici, tliketici ve aracilar1 ayni ag lizerinde bulusturarak ekonomik deger yaratimini kolaylastiran
yapilar olarak tanimlanir. E-ticaret platformlar: (Amazon, Alibaba), dijital hizmet saglayicilar (Uber, Airbnb) ve sosyal
medya aglar1 (Facebook, TikTok) bu kapsamdadir (Kenney ve Zysman, 2016). Bu platformlar yalnizca ekonomik
islemleri doniistiirmekle kalmaz, ayn1 zamanda piyasa dinamiklerini de yeniden yapilandirir.

Veri akist ise dijital ekonominin “yeni petrolii” olarak kabul edilmektedir. Hem kullanici hem islem verileri, karar alma,
kisisellestirme, otomasyon ve ticaret politikalar i¢in kritik rol oynamaktadir (Manyika vd., 2016). Ancak bu verilerin
sinir Otesi hareketliligi, veri giivenligi, miilkiyet haklar1 ve regiilasyon acisindan da ciddi tartigmalara yol agmaktadir.

Siklikla birbirinin yerine kullanilan "sayisallagtirma" (digitization) ve "dijitallesme" (digitalization) kavramlar1 aslinda
farkli siireclere isaret eder. Sayisallastirma, analog verilerin dijital forma déniistiiriilmesi siirecidir. Ornegin bir kitap
sayfasmnin PDF’ye cevrilmesi bu kapsama girer. Dijitallesme ise bu dijital verilerin ekonomik ve organizasyonel
stireclerde aktif bicimde kullanilmasidir (Brennen ve Kreiss, 2016). Dolayistyla dijitallesme, dijital teknolojilerin entegre
edilerek is siireglerinin yeniden yapilandirilmas: anlamina gelir.
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Bu ayrim, dijital ekonominin analizinde biiylik dnem tasir. Zira bir toplum ya da isletme, yiiksek diizeyde sayisallagsmis
olsa bile, dijital doniistim gerceklestirmemis olabilir. Ekonomik ve toplumsal fayda yaratimi i¢in dijitallesme diizeyinin
artirtlmasi gereklidir (Schwab, 2017).

2. Dijital Cagda Uluslararasi Ticaretin Déndsimii

Dijital teknolojilerin gelisimi, uluslararas: ticaretin yapisin1 kokli bigimde degistirmistir. Geleneksel ticaret, fiziki
tirtinlerin sinir 6tesi taginmasina dayanirken; dijital ticaret, iirlin ve hizmetlerin elektronik ortamda sunulmasini miimkiin
kilar. Bu doniisiim, e-ticaret ve dijital hizmetlerin ylikselisiyle birlikte daha diisiik maliyetli, daha hizli ve esnek bir ticaret
ortami yaratmistir (UNCTAD, 2021; WTO, 2020).

Bu yapisal degisimde Bilgi ve Iletisim Teknolojileri (ICT) belirleyici rol oynamaktadir. Genis bant internet, mobil
iletisim, dijital 6deme sistemleri ve bulut teknolojileri, dijital ticaretin temel altyapisini olusturur (World Bank, 2021). Bu
altyap1 sayesinde sinir otesi islemler kolaylagmakta, tedarik zincirleri dijitallesmekte ve yeni ticaret modelleri ortaya
¢ikmaktadir.

Dijital ¢agda uluslararasi ticaret, bazi yeni egilimlerle daha da sekillenmektedir. Platform ekonomisi, Amazon ve Alibaba
gibi dijital pazaryerleri araciligiyla iiretici ile tiiketici arasinda dogrudan baglanti kurarak ticareti kolaylastirmaktadir
(Kenney ve Zysman, 2016). Algoritmik fiyatlama, anlik veri akisina gore fiyatlarin otomatik ayarlandigi rekabetgi
sistemler sunarken (Einav ve Levin, 2014), blokzincir teknolojisi ise ticari islemlerde giiven, izlenebilirlik ve seffaflik
saglamaktadir (Mougayar, 2016). Tim bu gelismeler, dijital ekonominin yalnizca bir teknoloji meselesi degil, ayn
zamanda kiiresel ticaretin kurallarini yeniden yazan bir yap1 oldugunu gostermektedir.

3. E-ihracatin Yukselisi ve Gelisimi

E-ihracat, dijital teknolojilerin uluslararas: ticaret alanina entegre edilmesiyle ortaya ¢ikan ve mallarin ya da hizmetlerin
dijital platformlar araciligiyla sinir 6tesi satisini ifade eden bir ticaret bigimidir. Geleneksel ihracattan farkli olarak fiziksel
aracilarin rolii azalmis, islemler elektronik ortamda ger¢eklesmeye baslamistir (Turban vd., 2017). Bu sayede, firmalar
zaman ve mekan sinirlamalarint agarak kiiresel pazarlara daha diisiik maliyetlerle erisebilir hale gelmistir (Lendle vd.,
2016).

E-ihracatin biiyiimesini tetikleyen baslica faktorler arasinda dijital pazaryerlerinin yayginlagmasi, yiiksek hizli internet
altyapisi, dijital 6deme sistemleri ve bulut bilisim ¢oziimleri yer almaktadir (Kraemer-Mbula vd., 2023). Ozellikle
Amazon, Alibaba ve Etsy gibi uluslararas1 platformlar, KOBI’lere dogrudan yurtdisina satis yapma imkani tanimakta ve
yeni igletmeler i¢in dijitallesmeyi erisilebilir kilmaktadir. Bu durum, e-ihracatin sadece biiyiik sirketlerin degil, mikro ve
kiigiik isletmelerin de aktif bigimde yer aldig1 bir ticaret modeli olmasin1 saglamistir.

Gelismekte olan iilkelerde ve KOBI'ler diizeyinde, e-ihracatin sundugu firsatlar kadar riskler de bulunmaktadir. Yiiksek
dijital doniisiim maliyetleri, teknik bilgi eksikligi, dijital pazarlama yeterliligi gibi unsurlar KOBI'lerin kiiresel dijital
pazarda siirdiiriilebilir rekabet giicii kazanmalarini1 zorlagtirmaktadir. Ayn1 zamanda, sinir Gtesi e-ticarette karsilasilan
regiilasyon farkliliklari, veri giivenligi sorunlari, vergi mevzuati belirsizlikleri ve 6deme sistemlerine erisim gibi engeller
de 6nemli bariyerler olusturmaktadir (Abou-Shouk vd., 2013; Lendle vd. 2016).

Bir diger dnemli sorun, lojistik ve teslimat siireglerinde yasanmaktadir. Ozellikle diisiik hacimli gonderilerde kargo
iicretleri maliyetleri artirmakta, teslimat siirelerinin uzamasi miigteri memnuniyetini diisiirmektedir (Abou-Shouk vd.,
2013). Bunun yaninda, internet erisimi ve dijital becerilerdeki esitsizliklerden kaynaklanan dijital ugurum, e-ihracatin
kapsayic1 bir sekilde yayginlagmasini sinirlamaktadir. Tiim bu faktorler, e-ihracatin potansiyelini ortaya koyarken, ayni
zamanda dijital kapasite ingasinin ve uygun politikalarin 6nemini gostermektedir.

4, Kiresel Uygulamalardan Ornekler
Giiniimiizde dijitallesen ticaret yapisi, iilkelerin ekonomi politikalarinda dnemli doniisiimlere neden olmustur. Dijital
ekonominin yayginlagsmasiyla birlikte, iilkeler e-ihracat stratejilerini yeniden sekillendirmekte ve dijital altyapilarim

kiiresel rekabete uyumlu hale getirmeye ¢alismaktadir. Avrupa Birligi (AB), bu doniisiimii erken fark eden bdlgelerden
biri olarak 2015 yilinda Dijital Tek Pazar Stratejisi’ni hayata ge¢irmistir. Bu strateji ile dijital hizmetlerin sinir Stesi

191











https://www.oecd.org/content/oecd/en/search.html?q=DİGİTAL+ECONOMY&orderBy=mostRelevant&page=0
https://www.oecd.org/content/oecd/en/search.html?q=DİGİTAL+ECONOMY&orderBy=mostRelevant&page=0
https://www.itu.int/



https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2019
https://unctad.org/webflyer/digital-economy-report-2021
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/covid19_e/ecommerce_report_e.pdf

8th International Conference on Social Science Research (ICONSR 2025)
May 28-30, 2025; Budapest - HUNGARY

The Impact Of Regional Trade Agreements On The Global Economic
Integration Process: Opportunities, Risks And New Dynamics

MURAT ALKIN

Abstract: This study examines the role of regional trade agreements in the global economic integration process from a
theoretical perspective. In today's increasingly complex globalization era, regional trade agreements, which are increasing
in parallel with the multilateral trading system, present both opportunities and risks. The literature review demonstrates
that regional trade agreements can create regional competitive advantages by increasing trade volume and foreign direct
investment, and can accelerate digitalization and innovation processes. However, there are also risks such as trade
diversion, the fragmentation of the global system, and the deepening of asymmetries between developed and developing
countries. In recent years, digitalization, the green economy, and geopolitical transformations have made the impact of
regional trade agreements on global integration even more pronounced. In this context, the study offers a conceptual
framework for regional trade agreements based on the triad of opportunities, risks, and new dynamics, and provides a
multidimensional assessment of the future of global economic integration for policymakers and the academic community.

Keywords: Regional Trade Agreements, Global Economic Integration, Opportunities, Risks, Digitalization.

Bolgesel Ticaret Anlasmalarinin Kiresel Ekonomik Entegrasyon Sirecine
Etkisi: Firsatlar, Riskler ve Yeni Dinamikler

Ozet: Calisma, bolgesel ticaret anlasmalarinin kiiresel ekonomik entegrasyon siirecindeki roliinii teorik bir gercevede
incelemektedir. Kiiresellesmenin giderek karmasiklastigi giinlimiizde, ¢ok tarafli ticaret sistemi ile paralel bigimde artan
bolgesel ticaret anlagmalari hem firsatlar hem de riskler barindirmaktadir. Literatiir incelemesi gdstermektedir ki, bolgesel
ticaret anlagmalari ticaret hacmini ve dogrudan yabanci yatirimlart artirarak bolgesel rekabet avantajlari yaratabilmekte,
dijitallesme ve inovasyon siireclerini hizlandirabilmektedir. Ote yandan, ticaret sapmasi, kiiresel sistemin parcalanmasi
ve gelismis—gelismekte olan iilkeler arasindaki asimetrilerin derinlesmesi gibi riskler de s6z konusudur. Son yillarda
dijitallesme, yesil ekonomi ve jeopolitik doniisiimler, bolgesel ticaret anlasmalarinin kiiresel entegrasyon tizerindeki
etkilerini daha da belirgin hale getirmistir. Bu baglamda ¢alisma, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalariin firsatlar, riskler ve yeni
dinamikler ii¢liisii iizerinden kavramsal bir ¢ergeve sunmakta; politika yapicilar ve akademik g¢evreler igin kiiresel
ekonomik entegrasyonun gelecegine dair ¢ok boyutlu bir degerlendirme ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bolgesel Ticaret Anlagmalari, Kiiresel Ekonomik Entegrasyon, Firsatlar, Riskler, Dijitallesme.
LAddress: Isparta University of Applied Sciences, Isparta/Tiirkiye
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GIRIS

Kiiresel ekonomik entegrasyon, II. Diinya Savasi sonrasinda olusturulan ¢ok tarafli ticaret sistemleri araciligiyla hiz
kazanmistir. 1947°de imzalanan Giimriik Tarifeleri ve Ticaret Genel Anlagsmasi (GATT), tarifelerin diisliriilmesi ve
serbest ticaretin tesvik edilmesi agisindan énemli bir doniim noktasi olmustur. Daha sonraki siirecte Uruguay Round
miizakereleri, hizmetler ve fikri miilkiyet haklarin1 da kapsayarak entegrasyonun kapsamini genisletmis; nihayetinde 1995
yilinda Diinya Ticaret Orgiiti (WTO) kurulmustur. Bu gelismeler, kiiresel ticaretin kurumsal bir cercevede
diizenlenmesini saglamis ve uluslararasi ticaretin serbestlesmesini hizlandirmistir.

Bununla birlikte, 6zellikle 1990’11 yillardan itibaren bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarinda 6nemli bir artis yaganmistir. Avrupa
Birligi’nin derinlesen biitiinlesmesi, Kuzey Amerika Serbest Ticaret Anlagsmasi (NAFTA), Asya-Pasifik’te yiikselen is
birlikleri ve son donemde Bdlgesel Kapsamli Ekonomik Ortaklik (RCEP) ile Afrika Kitasal Serbest Ticaret Alam
(AfCFTA) gibi mega anlagmalar, bdlgesel ticaretin kiiresel sistemdeki 6nemini artirmistir. Bu gelismeler, kiiresel
ekonomik entegrasyonun yalnizca ok tarafli degil, ayn1 zamanda bdlgesel diizeyde de sekillendigini gostermektedir.
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Bu baglamda ¢aligmanin temel aragtirma sorulari sunlardir:

- Bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalar1 kiiresel ekonomik entegrasyonu gii¢lendiren araclar midir, yoksa kiiresel ticareti
parcalayarak zayiflatan unsurlar mi1?

- Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarimin sundugu firsatlar ve barindirdig riskler nasil dengelenebilir?

- Dijitallesme, yesil ekonomi ve jeopolitik gelismeler gibi yeni kiiresel dinamikler, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin
yapisini ve kiiresel entegrasyona katkisini nasil doniistirmektedir?

Bu sorular ¢ergevesinde ¢aligma, bdlgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin kiiresel entegrasyon siirecine etkilerini tarihsel bir
perspektif icinde tartismayt, firsatlar ve riskler boyutunu degerlendirmeyi ve gelecege yonelik yeni dinamikleri kavramsal
olarak irdelemeyi amaglamaktadir.

1. Kavramsal Cergeve

Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarimin kiiresel ekonomik entegrasyon ilizerindeki etkileri uzun siiredir akademik tartigsmalarin
merkezinde yer almaktadir. Bu tartismalarin temeli, Jacob Viner’in (1950) ortaya koydugu ticaret yaratma (trade creation)
ve ticaret saptirma (trade diversion) kavramlarina dayanmaktadir. Viner’e gore bolgesel ticaret anlagmalari, bir yandan
tiye iilkeler arasinda ticaret maliyetlerini diisiirerek daha verimli {iretim yapan iilkelerin pazar payini artirabilmekte; 6te
yandan liye olmayan iilkeler aleyhine ticaret sapmasina yol agarak kiiresel refah kayiplarina neden olabilmektedir (Viner,
1950).

Bu tartigmayr derinlestiren bir diger 6nemli yaklasim Bhagwati’ye (1995) aittir. Bhagwati, “kiiresellesme mi,
bolgesellesme mi?” sorusunu giindeme getirerek, bolgesel anlagmalarin ¢ok tarafli ticaret sistemi iizerindeki roliinii
tartismigtir. Ona gore, bazi kosullarda bolgesel anlagsmalar kiiresellesmenin “basamak taglar1” (stepping stones)
olabilirken, bazi durumlarda “engel taglar1” (stumbling blocks) islevi gorerek kiiresel ticareti pargalayabilir (Bhagwati,
1995).

Literatiirde iki ana yaklasim one ¢ikmaktadir. Destekleyici goriise gore, bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalari ticaret akiglarini
artirmakta, dogrudan yabanci yatirimlari tesvik etmekte ve iye fllkeler arasinda ekonomik yakinlagsmay1
hizlandirmaktadir (Frankel vd., 1997). Bu bakis agisi, bolgesel anlagmalarin 6zellikle gelismekte olan iilkelerin kiiresel
deger zincirlerine entegrasyonunu kolaylastirdigini savunmaktadir. Elestirel goriis ise, bolgesel ticaret anlasmalarinin ¢ok
tarafli ticaret sistemini parcalayarak WTO’nun kurumsal roliinii zayiflattigini, bdylece kiiresel ekonomik diizenin
biitiinliigiini tehdit ettigini ileri siirmektedir (Panagariya, 2000).

Giincel literatiir ise bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalarinin etkilerini mega-bdlgesel girisimler ve yeni tematik alanlar {izerinden
tartigmaktadir. Ornegin, 2020 yilinda imzalanan Bolgesel Kapsamli Ekonomik Ortaklik (RCEP), diinyanin en biiyiik
serbest ticaret bloklarindan biri olarak Asya-Pasifik merkezli kiiresel ticaret yapisini gliglendirmistir (Petri ve Plummer,
2020). Benzer sekilde, Afrika Kitasal Serbest Ticaret Alan1 (AfCFTA), Afrika iilkelerinin kiiresel ticaret sistemine
entegrasyonunda doniistiiriicii bir potansiyele sahiptir (Songwe, 2019). Bunun yaninda, son yillarda dijital ticaret
anlagmalar1 da literatiirde yiikselen bir konu haline gelmistir. Digital Economy Partnership Agreement (DEPA), dijital
hizmetler, veri akiglart ve e-ticaret alaninda yeni bir ¢erceve sunarak bdlgesel ticaret anlagsmalarinin kapsamini
genisletmektedir (Aaronson, 2021).

Dolayisiyla, literatiirde genel bir uzlasi olmamakla birlikte, bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalarinin kiiresel entegrasyon iizerindeki

etkilerinin baglama ve anlasmalarin kapsamina gore degistigi goriilmektedir.
2. Firsatlar

Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin en 6nemli firsatlarindan biri, ticaret yaratma etkisiyle tiye iilkeler arasindaki ticaret
hacmini artirmasidir. Viner’in (1950) ortaya koydugu gibi, bdlgesel entegrasyon verimli iireticilerin pazarda daha fazla
yer bulmasini saglayarak ekonomik refah1 yiikseltebilir. Nitekim Frankel vd. (1997), bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalarinin hem
ticaret akislarini artirdigini hem de digsal yatirimlar i¢in cazibe olusturdugunu vurgulamaktadir. Bu baglamda, dogrudan
yabanc1 yatirimlari (FDI) artisi, bolgesel bloklarin en 6nemli kazanimlarindan biri olarak degerlendirilmektedir (World
Bank, 2020).
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Ikinci olarak, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalar1 kiigiik ve orta dlgekli isletmeler (KOBI) icin yeni pazar firsatlari yaratmaktadir.
Ozellikle ticaret engellerinin kaldirilmasi, lojistik ve giimriik siireclerinin uyumlastirilmasi, KOBI’lerin uluslararasi
pazarlara erisimini kolaylastirmaktadir (WTO, 2016). ASEAN ve AB o&rneklerinde gorildiigli iizere, bolgesel
biitiinlesmeler KOBI’lerin ihracat kapasitelerini artirmakta ve kiiresel deger zincirlerine katilimlarini tesvik etmektedir
(OECD, 2019).

Ugiincii olarak, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalar1 bolgesel rekabet avantaji saglamaktadir. Krugman’in (1991) yeni ticaret
teorisi perspektifinden bakildiginda, ekonomik biitiinlesme 6l¢ek ekonomileri ve uzmanlagmayi artirarak iiye iilkeler igin
kiiresel pazarda rekabet giiclinii yiikseltmektedir. RCEP gibi mega anlagmalar, Asya-Pasifik {ilkelerine kiiresel tedarik
zincirlerinde stratejik avantaj kazandirmistir (Petri ve Plummer, 2020).

Dordiincii firsat, teknoloji transferi, inovasyon ve dijitallesmenin hizlanmasidir. Bolgesel is birlikleri, teknoloji yogun
sektorlerde ortak Ar-Ge faaliyetlerini tesvik etmekte ve dijital altyapmin gelistirilmesine zemin hazirlamaktadir.
AfCFTA’nin dijital ticaret stratejisi, Afrika’da dijitallesme siirecini hizlandirmay1 hedeflemektedir (Songwe, 2019).
Ayrica, DEPA gibi dijital ekonomi anlagmalari, veri akislarinin serbestligi ve e-ticaretin kolaylastirilmas: yoluyla
inovasyonu desteklemektedir (Aaronson, 2021).

Son olarak, bdlgesel ticaret anlagmalari kiiltiirel ve kurumsal yakinlasmay1 da beraberinde getirmektedir. Uye iilkeler
arasinda standartlarin uyumlastirilmasi, kurumsal is birligi mekanizmalarimin giiglendirilmesi ve kiiltiirel etkilesimlerin
artmasi, uzun vadeli bolgesel biitiinlesmeye katki saglamaktadir (Mattli, 1999). Bu siire¢, ekonomik entegrasyonun
yalnizca ticaret ve yatirim boyutunda degil, ayn1 zamanda sosyal ve kurumsal boyutlarda da ilerlemesini miimkiin
kilmaktadir.

3. Riskler

Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarimin kiiresel ekonomik entegrasyona katkilari tartigilirken, bu anlasmalarin barindirdig riskler
de gbz ardi edilmemelidir. Ilk olarak, ticaret sapmasi (trade diversion) ve kiiresel verimlilik kaybi1 énemli bir risktir.
Viner’in (1950) belirttigi lizere, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalari verimsiz iireticilerin korunmasina yol agarak kiiresel diizeyde
kaynak dagiliminda etkinligi bozabilir. Bu durum, ticaret yaratma etkisinin aksine, toplam refahi azaltabilmektedir
(Panagariya, 2000).

Ikinci olarak, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarmin artisi, Diinya Ticaret Orgiitii’niin otoritesinin azalmasina ve kiiresel ticaret
sisteminin par¢alanmasina yol agabilmektedir. Bhagwati (1995), bu olguyu “cok tarafli sistemin erozyonu” olarak
tanimlamig ve bolgesel anlagmalarin WTO’yu zayiflatan bir “engel tasi” iglevi gorebilecegini savunmustur. Baldwin
(2011) de bolgeselcilik dalgasinin, kiiresel diizeyde c¢ok tarafli serbest ticaret miizakerelerini ikincil hale getirdigini
vurgulamaktadir.

Ucgiincii olarak, bdlgesel ticaret anlagmalar1 gelismis ve gelismekte olan iilkeler arasindaki asimetrileri derinlestirme riski
tagimaktadir. Gelismis iilkeler, giiglii miizakere kapasiteleri sayesinde avantajli kosullar elde ederken, gelismekte olan
iilkeler ¢cogu zaman bu siirecte daha kirilgan bir pozisyonda kalmaktadir (Whalley, 2008). Bu durum, bolgesel
entegrasyonun kapsayiciligini zayiflatabilir ve kiiresel esitsizlikleri artirabilir.

Dérdiincii olarak, bdlgesel ticaret anlasmalar1 kiigiik iilkelerin biiyiik ekonomilere bagimliligini artirabilmektedir.
Ozellikle tek pazara yiiksek oranda bagimli olan kiiciik ekonomiler, bolgesel blok icerisindeki karar alma siireglerinde
daha az etkili olmakta ve biiyiik ekonomilerin politikalar1 kargisinda kirilgan hale gelmektedir (Schiff ve Winters, 2003).

Son olarak, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin jeopolitik baglamda politik riskleri bulunmaktadir. Bolgesel bloklasma,
kiiresel ekonomide kutuplagmaya yol agabilir; korumaci egilimler, ticaret savaslarini tetikleyebilir. ABD-Cin arasindaki
ticaret gerilimleri ve Brexit siireci, bolgeselcilik ile jeopolitik dinamiklerin nasil i¢ ige gectigini gostermektedir (Evenett
ve Fritz, 2019). Bu baglamda, bolgesel anlagmalarin yalnizca ekonomik degil, ayni zamanda politik sonugclar
dogurabilecegi unutulmamalidir.
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4. Yeni Dinamikler

Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin kiiresel entegrasyon tizerindeki etkileri, son yillarda ortaya ¢ikan yeni kiiresel dinamikler
cercevesinde yeniden sekillenmektedir. Bu dinamikler, yalnizca ticaretin yapisin1 degil, ayn1 zamanda anlagmalarin
kapsamini ve derinligini de dontistiirmektedir.

- Dijitallesme

Dijitallesme, bdlgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin en belirgin yeni dinamiklerinden biridir. E-ticaret, dijital hizmetler ve veri
akiglarmin artisi, anlagmalara dijital ticaret boliimleri eklenmesini gerekli kilmigtir. Ornegin, Digital Economy Partnership
Agreement (DEPA), smir dtesi veri akislarinin serbestligi, dijital giivenlik standartlar1 ve e-ticaretin kolaylastiriimasi
acisindan Oncili bir diizenleme olarak one ¢ikmaktadir (Aaronson, 2021). Benzer sekilde, Asya-Pasifik bolgesinde
imzalanan Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), dijital ekonomi
hiikiimleriyle ticaretin yapisal doniisiimiinii desteklemektedir (Monteiro ve Teh, 2017).

- Yesil Ekonomi ve Surdurulebilirlik

Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin bir diger yeni dinamigi, yesil ekonomi ve siirdiiriilebilirlik konularidir. Avrupa Birligi’nin
Yesil Mutabakati ve karbon smir diizenleme mekanizmasi, ticaret anlagmalarinda ¢evresel standartlarin yiikseltilmesini
tesvik etmektedir (European Commission, 2021). Bu gergevede, ¢evresel yiikiimliiliiklerin anlagmalara dahil edilmesi,
sadece ticaret akiglarini degil, ayni zamanda {iiretim siireglerini de doniistiirmektedir. Hufbauer, Yee ve Zhang (2020),
yesil ekonomi kriterlerinin giderek daha fazla bolgesel ticaret anlagmasinin pargasi haline geldigini vurgulamaktadir.

- Jeopolitik Faktorler

Son dénemde jeopolitik gelismeler, bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalarinin tasarimini ve uygulanmasini dogrudan etkilemektedir.
ABD-Cin ticaret savasi, RCEP’in hizla tamamlanmasimna zemin hazirlamis; Brexit ise Avrupa Birligi’nin dis ticaret
politikalarinda yeniden yapilanmaya yol agmistir (Evenett ve Fritz, 2019). Ayrica, Rusya-Ukrayna savasi, enerji glivenligi
ve gida tedarik zincirleri baglaminda bolgesel is birliginin dnemini artirmigtir (World Bank, 2022). Bu gelismeler,
bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalarinin sadece ekonomik degil, aynt zamanda stratejik bir ara¢ olarak da goriilmesine neden
olmaktadir.

- Gok Katmanli Entegrasyon

Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalariin yeni dinamiklerinden bir digeri, ¢ok katmanli entegrasyon egilimidir. Geleneksel giimriik
tarifelerinin Gtesine gegen anlagmalar, hizmet ticareti, fikri miilkiyet, yatirim korumasi, dijital ticaret ve gevresel
diizenlemeleri kapsayacak sekilde genislemektedir (Baldwin, 2016). Bu egilim, anlagsmalarin kiiresel deger zincirleri
tizerindeki etkisini artirmakta ve entegrasyonu derinlestirmektedir.

5. Tartisma

Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalari iizerine literatiir, bu anlagmalarin kiiresel ekonomik entegrasyon siirecinde ikili bir dogaya
sahip oldugunu gostermektedir. Bir yandan ticaret yaratma, yatirim akislarini artirma, inovasyonu tesvik etme gibi olumlu
etkiler one ¢ikarken; diger yandan ticaret sapmasi, ¢ok tarafli sistemin zayiflamasi ve iilkeler aras1 esitsizliklerin artmasi
gibi riskler giindeme gelmektedir (Viner, 1950; Bhagwati, 1995). Bu durum, bdlgesel ticaret anlagsmalarinin kiiresel
entegrasyon i¢in hem bir “basamak tas1” hem de potansiyel bir “engel tas1” islevi gorebilecegini ortaya koymaktadir.

Destekleyici yaklasim, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalariin kiiresel serbestlesmeye giden yolda tamamlayici bir rol oynadigini
ileri stirmektedir. Frankel, Stein ve Wei (1997), bolgesel bloklarin ticaret akiglarini artirarak kiiresel ticaret sistemine
katkida bulundugunu belirtmistir. Ozellikle gelismekte olan iilkeler icin bu anlasmalar, kiiresel deger zincirlerine
entegrasyon agisindan stratejik firsatlar sunmaktadir (World Bank, 2020). Elestirel yaklasim ise, bu anlagmalarin kiiresel
sistemi pargaladigini ve WTO’nun etkinligini azalttigin1 savunmaktadir (Baldwin, 2011; Panagariya, 2000). Bhagwati
(1995), bu ¢eliskiyi “bdlgeselcilik mi kiireselcilik mi?” sorusu ile kavramsallastirmistir.
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Giincel vaka drnekleri, bu tartigmanin pratikte de goriildiigiini gostermektedir. RCEP, Asya-Pasifik bolgesinde diinyanin
en biiyiik ticaret bloklarindan birini olusturarak bdlgesel entegrasyonu hizlandirmistir (Petri ve Plummer, 2020). Afrika
Kitasal Serbest Ticaret Alan1 (AfCFTA), kitanin pargali ekonomik yapisini biitiinlestirme potansiyeline sahiptir; ancak
altyap1 ve kurumsal kapasite eksiklikleri nedeniyle basar1 sansi tartismalidir (Songwe, 2019). USMCA (eski NAFTA) ise
Kuzey Amerika’da entegrasyonu yeniden diizenlemis, 6zellikle isgiicii ve ¢evre standartlarini 6ne g¢ikararak yeni bir
model sunmustur (Villareal ve Fergusson, 2020). Avrupa Birligi drnegi ise, bolgesel entegrasyonun en ileri diizeyine
isaret etmekte; ancak diglayici yapistyla tigiincii iilkeler i¢in ticaret engeli olusturabilmektedir (Mattli, 1999).

Dijitallesme, yesil ekonomi ve jeopolitik faktorler, bu tartismay1 daha da karmasik hale getirmektedir. Dijital ticaret
anlagmalar1, bolgesel entegrasyonun yeni alanlara kaydigini gosterirken (Aaronson, 2021), yesil mutabakatlar ve karbon
diizenlemeleri ticaretin sadece ekonomik degil, ayn1 zamanda cevresel standartlara bagl olarak yeniden sekillendigini
ortaya koymaktadir (European Commission, 2021). Jeopolitik gelismeler ise (6rnegin ABD-Cin ticaret savasi, Brexit ve
Rusya-Ukrayna savasi) bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarmi sadece ekonomik degil, ayni zamanda stratejik araclara
donitistiirmektedir (Evenett ve Fritz, 2019; World Bank, 2022).

Dolayistyla, literatiir ve giincel gelismeler 15181nda, bolgesel ticaret anlasmalarinin kiiresel entegrasyona katkis1 baglama,
kapsam ve uygulama bigimine baghdir. Firsat ve risklerin dengelenmesi, bu anlagmalarin gelecekteki yoniinii belirleyecek
en kritik unsur olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

SONUC VE ONERILER

Calisma, bolgesel ticaret anlasmalarmin kiiresel ekonomik entegrasyon siirecine etkilerini teorik bir ¢ergevede incelemis
ve literatiirdeki farkli yaklagimlari degerlendirmistir. Bulgular gostermektedir ki, bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalari hem firsatlar
hem de riskler barindiran ¢ifte karakterli bir yapiya sahiptir. Bir yandan ticaret yaratma, dogrudan yabanci yatirimlari
tesvik etme, KOBI’lerin kiiresel deger zincirlerine katilimini kolaylastirma ve dijitallesmeyi hizlandirma gibi avantajlar
sunarken (Frankel vd., 1997; OECD, 2019), diger yandan ticaret sapmasi, ¢ok tarafli sistemin zayiflamasi ve gelismis—
gelismekte olan iilkeler arasindaki asimetrilerin artmasi gibi olumsuz sonuglar da dogurabilmektedir (Viner, 1950;
Panagariya, 2000; Bhagwati, 1995).

Son yillarda dijitallesme, yesil ekonomi ve jeopolitik gelismeler, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin niteligini kokli bigimde
doniistiirmistiir. DEPA gibi dijital ticaret anlagmalari veri akislarinin serbestligini giindeme getirirken (Aaronson, 2021),
Avrupa Birligi’nin Yesil Mutabakati karbon diizenlemelerini ticaret politikalarinin merkezine yerlestirmistir (European
Commission, 2021). Jeopolitik gelismeler ise (ABD-Cin ticaret savasi, Brexit, Rusya-Ukrayna savasi) bolgesel ticaret
anlagmalarii yalnizca ekonomik degil, ayn1 zamanda stratejik bir ara¢ haline getirmistir (Evenett ve Fritz, 2019; World
Bank, 2022).

- Teorik Katki

Bu caligma, literatiire “firsatlar—riskler—yeni dinamikler” ii¢lii ¢ercevesi {izerinden kavramsal bir katki sunmaktadir.
Boylelikle, bolgesel ticaret anlagmalarinin kiiresel entegrasyona katkisi yalnizca ekonomik sonuglar baglaminda degil,
ayn1 zamanda kurumsal, teknolojik ve jeopolitik boyutlariyla degerlendirilmistir.

- Politika Onerileri
- WTO ile uyum: Bolgesel ticaret anlagmalari, ¢ok tarafli sistemle uyumlu hale getirilmeli ve WTO’nun kurumsal
otoritesini destekleyecek mekanizmalar gelistirilmelidir (Baldwin, 2011).

- KOBI ve gelismekte olan iilkeler: Bu aktdrlerin kiiresel entegrasyondan daha fazla fayda saglamasi igin kapasite
gelistirme programlari, dijital altyap1 yatirimlar1 ve finansal destek mekanizmalar1 artirilmalidir (WTO, 2016;
World Bank, 2020).

- Dijitallesme entegrasyonu: Bdlgesel ticaret anlagmalarina dijital ekonomi unsurlar1 entegre edilmeli, veri
giivenligi, sinir 6tesi dijital hizmetler ve e-ticaret diizenlemeleri standardize edilmelidir (Monteiro ve Teh, 2017).

- Yesil ekonomi uyumu: Anlagmalar, karbon diizenlemeleri ve ¢evre standartlarini igerecek sekilde giincellenmeli,
stirdiiriilebilir iiretim ve ticaret desteklenmelidir (Hufbauer, Yee ve Zhang, 2020).

- Jeopolitik denge: Bolgesel bloklagsmalarin kiiresel par¢alanmaya yol agmamasi igin ¢ok tarafli diyalog ve is
birligi mekanizmalar1 giiclendirilmelidir.
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Gelecek Arastirmalar

Bu caligma teorik bir ¢erceve sunmakla birlikte, gelecekte yapilacak ampirik arastirmalar bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalarinin
etkilerini daha somut bicimde ortaya koyabilir. Ozellikle:

- Panel veri analizleriyle RCEP, AfCFTA, USMCA gibi anlagsmalarin ticaret, yatirim ve inovasyon iizerindeki
etkileri Ol¢iilebilir.

- Firma diizeyi vaka ¢alismalar1, bolgesel anlasmalarin KOBI’ler ve biiyiik sirketler iizerindeki farkli sonuglarini
gosterebilir.

- Sektorel karsilagtirmalar (6rnegin dijital hizmetler, enerji, tarim) bolgesel entegrasyonun farkli alanlardaki
yansimalarini ortaya koyabilir.

Sonug olarak, bolgesel ticaret anlagsmalari kiiresel ekonomik entegrasyonun gelecegini belirleyen kritik ara¢lardan biridir.
Ancak bu anlagsmalarin firsatlarinin maksimize edilmesi ve risklerinin minimize edilmesi, hem ¢ok tarafli sistemin
giiclendirilmesine hem de yeni kiiresel dinamiklere uyum saglayacak esnek politika tasarimlarina baglidir.
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Heidegger’s Criticism of Aristotle’s Logic: The Ontological Inquiry of the
Principles of Reason

AYSE ACARER*!

Abstract: This study takes issue with Heidegger’s comprehensive critique of Aristotle’s logic and the way he questions
the ontological foundations of the principles of reason. The study questions the historical background of the four classical
principles. These principles are identity, non-contradiction, the principle of excluded middle, and Leibniz’s principle of
sufficient reason. It is accepted that the line extending from Aristotle to Husserl consolidates logic as a formal-universal
truth ground. Heidegger, on the other hand, claims that the “question of being” is ignored; logic is based on a metaphysical
acceptance focused on what exists. In the criticism of the principle of identity, it is stated that the formula “A = A”
glorifies identity as a static essence, whereas Dasein’s temporal worldly experience offers a dynamic “way of being the
same” that always renews identity. It is shown that the principle of non-contradiction forces the phenomenological
tensions of being into singular identities; the principle of excluded middle excludes the phenomena of the intermediate
field; and the principle of sufficient reason forces the questionability of being into a causal perspective, covering up the
hermeneutic plurality of meaning. Heidegger’s objection to these four principles stems from his redefinition of the original
task of logos as “aletheia,” the event of revelation. Truth is not conformity or formal correctness as Aristotle’s logic
suggests; it is a dimension of experience that emerges in the cycle of latency and openness of being. Thus, logic should
not reduce the experience of being; it should take into account Dasein’s modality of being in the world. This study
examines the contemporary effects of Heideggerian criticism. In Gadamer’s hermeneutics, the tradition-history line is
suggested instead of the universality of logos. Derrida and Deleuze develop difference-centered thoughts by breaking the
principles of identity and non-contradiction from a post-structuralist perspective. In the analytical tradition, Hintikka,
Dummett and Brandom present models that question classical principles. The common point of these expansions is to
historicize the principles of logic by removing them from fixed axioms and to re-functionalize them in a practical linguistic
context. On the other hand, Heidegger’s critique is also subject to accusations of irrationalism. It is claimed that the risk
of weakening the formal scientific control of logic can legitimize arbitrary decisions in the political arena; Heidegger’s
attitudes during his rectorship exemplify this danger. Taking this tension into account, the study argues that logic should
neither be seen as a complete instrumentality nor as an absolute discipline of truth. On the contrary, it is adopted that
remaining in a productive tension between phenomenological hermeneutics and formal analysis will keep thought alive.

Keywords: Logic, Criticism, The Principles Of Reason, Heidegger, Aristotle.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Aristotelian logic constitutes the conceptual center of a broad continuum extending from Aristotle to Leibniz and from
there to modern scientific method studies. The principles of Aristotle’s logic, namely, identity, non-contradiction, the
principle of excluded middle, and sufficient reason, are considered as immutable axioms that guarantee the formal
consistency of thought and the validity of argumentation (Lear, 1980). However, at the beginning of the twentieth century,
Heidegger conceptualized the “question of being” as an implicit acceptance of Aristotle’s logic and brought the
ontological status of these principles into question (Heidegger, 1927/1962). At this point, the history of logic seems to
have followed an epistemic and methodological course. Heidegger, on the other hand, argued that logic itself was
historicized as an ontic phenomenon, but that it was done by concealing being itself (Dahlstrom, 2001).

Heidegger develops his critique of the fundamental principles of reason on which Aristotle’s logic is based -identity, non-
contradiction and the principle of excluded middle- as part of his radical questioning of the originary tendencies of
Western metaphysics. According to Heidegger, these principles are not only logical rules, but also ontological
assumptions that determine how being (Sein) is understood and comprehended. Western thought, especially since
Aristotle, has always thought of being in terms of “beings” (Seiendes), and this way of thinking has become evident in
the formal structure of Aristotle’s logic.

In his fundamental work Being and Time, Heidegger argues that logic is not merely a tool for thinking, but rather is shaped
as a result of a certain understanding of being. In this context, the rational principles of Aristotle’s logic reduce the
direction of thinking to the level of representation and calculation, removing it from being itself. According to Heidegger,
although logic, especially traditional logic based on Aristotle’s formal categories, is sufficient to grasp “what is,” it is
insufficient to reveal the truth of “being” (Heidegger, 1962).
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The principle of identity (A = A), which is at the center of this criticism, means the narrowing of the understanding of
being in Heidegger’s thought. According to him, this principle is based on the assumption that things are in themselves
and unchangeable. However, being is not static for Heidegger, but a dynamic and historical expansion. Therefore, the
idea of identity conceals the truth of being. In his work Identity and Difference, Heidegger argues that understanding
identity only as similarity or equality is insufficient. True identity should be thought in the unity of the different. Heidegger
explains this with the expression “identity as a belonging-together of difference” (Heidegger, 2002). This approach
highlights a deeper way of thinking that cannot be reduced to the identity principle of Aristotle’s logic.

Similarly, the principle of non-contradiction is also problematized by Heidegger (Anderson, 1993). This principle, defined
by Aristotle as the “strongest principle,” is based on the assumption that something cannot be both itself and its opposite
at the same time. However, according to Heidegger, being is not a fixed structure determined by sharp boundaries, but an
event that is open to multiple meanings and expansion. In his work Introduction to Metaphysics, he argues that
contradiction is not just a logical error, but an expression of the multiple and implicit nature of being (Heidegger, 2014).
Thus, contradiction is not a deviation that thought must limit, but perhaps one of the deepest experiences of being.

The principle of the principle of excluded middle (tertium non datur) shows that Aristotle’s logic works through binary
oppositions. A proposition is either true or false; there is no third option. However, in Heidegger’s thought, truth is beyond
this binary logic. Truth, which he defines through the concept of aletheia (unconcealment), is understood as the process
of being revealing itself. This process is always incomplete, always works with a “veil”. Therefore, truth cannot be
reduced to the Aristotle’s logic’s understanding of truth (correspondence) (Heidegger, 1962). Being is always an
incomplete, historical, and horizon-opening experience.

Heidegger’s criticisms are not limited to technical logical structures; his aim is to redefine the nature of thinking. The
modern world’s way of thinking is limited to calculative thinking. This way of thinking grasps things through their
instrumental values and relates existence only to what is “usable.” Heidegger defines this way of thinking in his work The
Question Concerning Technology as a “framing” (Gestell) determined by technical thinking (Heidegger, 1977).
According to him, the principles of logic are also part of this framework: it prefers the limited, fixed and predictable, and
ignores the event nature and expansion of existence.

Heidegger does not completely reject the principles of Aristotle’s logic; however, he criticizes the acceptance of these
principles as the basis of philosophical thinking. According to him, thinking requires questioning existence before
explaining what exists. This necessitates a way of thinking that goes beyond logic, namely meditative thinking. This
thinking is nourished not by conceptual closures, but by the thought of openness, silence, and the latent.

This study aims to examine the criticism in question in its historical, conceptual and problematic dimensions. Logic,
which is based on the “organon” in the Aristotelian-Thomist tradition, presents an institutionalized formal order together
with Kant’s transcendental scheme and Hegel’s dialectical synthesis (Kant, 2024; Hegel, 1874). Husserl’s “pure logic”
initiative opened the problem to discussion on a primary basis with the claim of “ideal forms purified from all
psychological content” (Husserl, 2002). Heidegger, on the other hand, radicalized phenomenological hermeneutics and
positioned logic as a secondary phase of the thought of being.

In this context, the questions sought to be answered throughout the study are as follows: (1) In what position are the
principles of reason situated historically-ontologically? (2) With what arguments did Heidegger problematize these
principles? (3) What are the current philosophical, scientific and political reflections of criticism?

2. Tractatus Principles of Reason and Historical Background

The The origin of Aristotle’s logic is based on Aristotle’s Organon, and the discussions are carried out particularly in the
context of the topics covered in the Organon. In these texts, compiled under the titles of Categories, On Interpretation,
Prior Analytics, Posterior Analytics, Topics and Sophistic Refutations, term logic, on the one hand, grounded ontological
classifications, and on the other hand, determined the forms of validity of arguments (Aristotle, 1995). Medieval
scholastics -especially Aquinas- reworked this legacy within the framework of the “ratio-fidei” dialectic. Thus, logic was
accepted as a functional method in formulating truth (Aquinas, 2014).

In Aristotle’s Metaphysics, the principle of non-contradiction is called the “strongest principle” and is presented as the
fundamental condition on which all sciences are based (Aristotle, 1984). This statement clearly shows that the principle
of non-contradiction is not only an intellectual principle, but is based on an ontological necessity. In other words, the
principle that something cannot be both itself and its opposite at the same time is presented as a principle related to the
nature of what exists, not thought. Therefore, in Aristotle’s logic, the principles of reason do not point to the conceptual
representation of what exists, but to the necessities directly related to existence itself.

The principle of identity, although not explicitly formulated in Aristotle, forms the basis of his categorical thought and
understanding of definition. An entity is identical with itself, and this identity is thought through its essence (ousia), which
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determines what it is. Therefore, identity is not only a logical principle of truth, but also an ontological assumption that
guarantees the continuity and definability of the essential in time (Owen, 1960; Loux, Loux, 2008).

In the modern era, Descartes’ methodological doubt and Leibniz’s ideal of calculus ratiocinator founded the claim of
universal knowledge based on formal certainty (Leibniz, 1686/1989). While explaining synthetic a priori judgments, Kant
positioned transcendental logic as the verification of the necessary conditions of experience (Kant, 2024). Hegel identified
logic with the dialectics of Geist, which moves in itself, and emphasized “positive-negative” dynamism. Thus, the
principle of identity was dialectically transformed by inherent contradiction (Hegel, 1874). Husserl defended the reality
of formal science with his critique of psychologism in “pure logic” (Husserl, 2002).

The common denominator derived from this historical line is formed by the belief that logic guarantees the ground of
truth “independent of form and content”. However, this very point reveals the starting threshold of Heideggerian criticism.
Because according to this perspective, the question of being is ignored and the categories of being are absolutized (Polt,
1999).

Aristotle’s categories should also be evaluated in this context. While the categories organize the modes of existence that
can be said, they are based on the assumption that these existences are located in a fixed, definable and hierarchically
structured universe. This structure makes the principles of logic work not only as mental operations but also as structural
representations of reality (Smith, 1997). Therefore, in Aristotle’s logic, the principles of reason are directly related to the
idea of ontological fixity, essentiality and determinism.

The four principles of Aristotle’s logic function as fundamental axioms in the logical consciousness of the Aristotelian
tradition. The principle of identity, with the formula “A=A”, registers that everything is the same as itself; the principle
of non-contradiction, the norm “A and —A cannot be true at the same time”; the principle of excluded middle, the rule “A
or —A is necessarily true”; the principle of sufficient reason, added by Leibniz, registers the thesis that “every event has
a sufficient reason” (Rescher, 2014). These principles ensure the formal validity of logical inferences and are also accepted
as the guarantee of metaphysical-theological and scientific argumentation (Hintikka, 2013).

However, principles also constitute an “episteme dispositif” that limits the orientation of thought towards being. More
clearly, identity legitimizes the forcing of multiplicity and difference into a singular identity mold. Non-contradiction
ignores the tense, paradoxical dimensions of the experience of being. the principle of excluded middle imposes an
“either/or” determinism that confines the phenomena of the intermediate field to a dichotomous scheme. Finally, sufficient
reason eliminates hermeneutic plurality by limiting being to a causal chain of explanation (Derrida, 2016; Deleuze,
1968/1994).

3. Heidegger’s Ontological Critique of the Principles of Reason

Heidegger claims that he equates logic with “logos” in the Aristotelian tradition, but that the original meaning of “logos”
corresponds to the verb legein — to reveal. Therefore, Heidegger states that he grounds truth as “aletheia”, the event of
revealing (Heidegger, 1977). In this context, Aristotle’s logic represents a historical phase of logos. However, this view
means ignoring the connection that logos establishes with the investigation of being.

The principle of identity finds its equivalent in the meaning of the way of being the same (Gleichurspriinglichkeit) instead
of “sameness” in Heidegger’s readings. From this perspective, identity is not a pre-given identity, but a modality of
“togetherness” that is renewed each time in Dasein’s world (Heidegger, 1993). Therefore, identity reflects not the
categorical bond between ontic entities, but the horizon of Dasein’s temporal and structural expansions. Thus, when fixed
with the classical formula, the ongoing movement of differentiation of being acquires a certain implicit quality (Derrida,
2016; Altunya & Acarer, 2023).

While the principle of non-contradiction is in the position of “the strictest principle of metaphysics” in Aristotle,
Heidegger resolves this rigidity with the tension of Dasein’s presence-in-the-world. According to Heidegger, the
phenomenological appearance of beings should be accepted not as a single fixed collection of identities, but as “multiple
meanings” (pollachos legomena) that present themselves in different modes at every moment (Heidegger, 1993).
Therefore, the inability to think of “A and —A” at the same time actually appears as an abstraction that completely excludes
the temporally-differentiating structure of being (Crowell, 2001).

The principle of excluded middle gains meaning as a principle that reinforces the desire for certainty of New Age
rationalism. Heidegger suspends this principle by including the tension of “being-nothingness” in the problem. Because,
according to him, nothingness should be understood as a primary accompanying element in the ontology of being. In this
respect, the intermediate “nothingness” can be experienced in the complex structure of Dasein (Heidegger, 1993). Thus,
the necessity of “A or ~A” is a technique that ignores the oscillation of being between “what-is” and “what-is-not”.
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The principle of sufficient reason was considered as the logo of the “ultimate explanation” in Leibniz and fed the causal
determinism of modern science. Heidegger finds the originary phenomenon of the act of questioning in the structure of
understanding of Dasein. When the causal chain is prioritized over the horizon of understanding, the question “why?”
loses its ontological meaning to a great extent. Thus, the questioning in question became a purely technical-instrumental
function (Polt, 1999). For this reason, a thinking model dominated by the principle of sufficient reason reduced being
itself to a “calculatable object” and Dasein to the concept of “existing material” (Bestand) (Heidegger, 1993).

At this point, Heidegger’s assessment is explanatory. According to Heidegger, Aristotle’s logic has caused thinking to
lose its essential quality of investigating being and become a technical process that classifies what exists. This
transformation has transformed the principles of logic not only as formal norms, but also as historical-ontological rules
that serve to comprehend being through the categories of “representability” and “presence” (Heidegger, 1962; Heidegger,
1993). Thus, the principles of Aristotle’s logic are positioned as one of the starting points of the forgetfulness of being in
Western metaphysics.

In this context, in Aristotle, the principles of reason are not only structures that establish the order of thought, but also
historical-ontological moments that determine how being is understood, what is assumed and what is excluded. In
particular, the absolutization of the principle of non-contradiction has led to the exclusion of alternative modes of being
and logical pluralities. Indeed, as Heidegger also stated, this situation has resulted in the systematic suppression of the
ontological difference of being in Western thought (Heidegger, 1977).

According to Heidegger, Aristotle’s logic and its principles are not “universal” or “timeless” rules, but rather the products
of a specific historical period, namely the beginning of Western metaphysics. Therefore, questioning these principles is
directly related not only to logic but also to the fundamental question of philosophy, “What is being?” (Polt, 1999).
Heidegger’s aim is to make it possible to rethink this question by freeing it from the framework imposed by the principles
of reason.

Thus, while Heidegger criticizes the principles of reason, he aims not only at a logical reform but also at the
reestablishment of the relationship between being and thought. His arguments are directed not at the formal structure of
Aristotle’s logic, but at the understanding of being on which this structure is based and which is often accepted without
question. Therefore, Heidegger’s thought can be evaluated as a critique of ontology that questions the limits of logic.

As aresult, the principles of reason in Aristotelian logic should not be considered merely as technical principles of rational
thinking, but as constitutive structures that determine the historical foundations of the understanding of being. These
principles have legitimized the representative-essentialist nature of Western metaphysics by establishing an implicit
identity relationship between thought and being. This shows that they are positioned in a position that determines the
direction of philosophy on a historical-ontological level.

4. Conclusion

The intellectual legacy of Heideggerian criticism is meaningful in the context of both extreme perspectives. On the one
hand, Gadamer reestablished the hermeneutic movement between the activity of knowing and the experience of history
and time in the relationship of “truth and method.” Thus, the transhistorical universality of logos was replaced by the
dialogue of understanding within tradition (Gadamer, 1960/2013).

Derrida and Deleuze analyzed the principles of identity and non-contradiction through the logic of différance and
difference, and carried the path opened by Heidegger to a post-structuralist line (Derrida, 2016; Deleuze, 1968/1994). In
the analytical tradition, Hintikka’s questioning logic, Dummett’s theory of meaning based on use, and Brandom’s
pragmatic-inferential origin inference model have been the source of new functions attributed to the principles of reason
(Hintikka, 2013; Dummett, 2014; Brandom, 1994).

On the other hand, objections have been raised that the Heideggerian paradigm could open the door to “irrationalism,”
devalue the ideal of scientific certainty, and serve to legitimize totalitarian discourses in the political arena (Thomson,
2005). Heidegger’s attitudes during his 1933-1934 rector ship have shown how the rejection of the principles of reason
could lead to risky outcomes in political decision-making. Thus, the rise of unscientific dogmas was considered parallel
to the weakening of formal-logic-based control mechanisms and was subject to serious criticism.

This study shows that the principles of reason in Aristotle’s logic have worked not only as norms of logical validity in the
history of thought, but also as metaphysical frameworks that shape the understanding of being. Heidegger has revealed
the aspects of this framework that render Dasein’s mode of existence invisible. On the one hand, he has brought a critical
consciousness to the formal-methodological aspect of logos. On the other hand, Heidegger has based the value of truth
on the phenomenon of “revealing”. The productivity of criticism can be observed in keeping thought dynamic regarding
its own limitations; its risk can be observed in the possibility of depriving scientific-rational discourse of certainty. In this
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respect, logic can contribute to thinking in the broadest sense as long as it is in a productive tension between the dialogical
horizon of phenomenological hermeneutics and the meticulous control of formal science.
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Determination of Foreign Students' Perceptions of Turkish Cuisine

Arzu BALIKOGLU*!, Cemali BUZLUKGCU?, Banu YALCIN?

Abstract: Today, gastronomy tourism has become one of the main alternative tourism forms that attract attention and
development by increasing its share in the tourism industry. Countries generate significant tourism income through their
gastronomic values. This situation increases the interest in the use of culinary culture as a tool in tourism promotion day
by day. In the formation of eating and drinking habits and culinary culture; geographical conditions, climatic
characteristics, local products and interaction with different cultures play a decisive role. The foundations of Turkish
culinary culture were laid in Central Asia, and in the historical process, it has interacted with Arab culture with the
adoption of Islam and has also been significantly influenced by the ancient civilisations of Anatolia. This interaction with
different cultures has contributed to the diversification of Turkish cuisine over time and enriched it with many unique
flavours. As a result of this historical accumulation, Turkish cuisine has gained a unique identity with its wide range of
products, various cooking techniques, unique presentation styles and eating and drinking habits. Researches reveal that
Turkish cuisine is one of the three richest cuisines in the world. In this context, ‘cuisine’, i.e. local food and beverages, is
one of the most important elements of Turkey's touristic richness.In this respect, this study aims to examine the
perceptions and evaluations of foreign students studying in Turkey towards Turkish culinary culture.In line with this
purpose, quantitative research method was adopted to obtain primary data in the study and questionnaire technique was
used as a data collection tool.The population of the study consists of foreign students studying at Balikesir University
who have experienced Turkish food.Within the scope of the research, 154 questionnaire forms were obtained and
analysed.As a result of the research, it was determined that the general opinions of foreign students studying in Turkey
about Turkish food and their perceptions towards Turkish cuisine are largely positive.In addition, it was concluded that
there was a significant positive development in the perceptions of foreign students towards Turkish cuisine with the
increase in the duration of their stay in Turkey.

Keywords: Turkish Cuisine, Foreign Students, Gastronomy Tourism.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Today, gastronomy tourism has become one of the main alternative tourism forms that attract attention and development
by increasing its share in the tourism industry. Countries generate significant tourism income through their gastronomic
values. This situation increases the interest in the use of culinary culture as a tool in tourism promotion day by day. In the
formation of eating and drinking habits and culinary culture; geographical conditions, climatic characteristics, local
products and interaction with different cultures play a decisive role. The foundations of Turkish culinary culture were laid
in Central Asia, and in the historical process, it has interacted with Arab culture with the adoption of Islam and has also
been significantly influenced by the ancient civilisations of Anatolia. This interaction with different cultures has
contributed to the diversification of Turkish cuisine over time and enriched it with many unique flavours. As a result of
this historical accumulation, Turkish cuisine has gained a unique identity with its wide range of products, various cooking
techniques, unique presentation styles and eating and drinking habits. Researches reveal that Turkish cuisine is one of the
three richest cuisines in the world. In this context, ‘cuisine’, i.e. local food and beverages, is one of the most important
elements of Turkey's touristic richness.

Turkey has an important place among the world cuisines with its rich historical background and multicultural structure.
Especially in recent years, developments in the field of gastronomy tourism have increased the international recognition
of Turkish cuisine (Y1ildiz & Giines, 2020). In this context, foreign students studying in Turkey have direct contact with
Turkish culinary culture, creating a cultural interaction environment and contributing to the spread of this culture. Foreign
students' perceptions and evaluations of Turkish cuisine reflect not only their individual experiences but also the quality
of intercultural communication (Demir & Karaca, 2019).

The increase in the number of international students coming to Turkey for higher education makes it necessary to examine
their social and cultural adaptation processes more closely. In this process, culinary culture serves as an important bridge
in the relationship that individuals establish with a new society (Kaya & Ugur, 2021). Positive or negative perceptions of
Turkish cuisine can affect students' general impressions of Turkey, as well as determine their level of cultural attachment
and belonging. Therefore, examining foreign students' perceptions of Turkish culinary culture offers an important research
area in terms of both cultural interaction and internationalisation policies.

209


mailto:arzukilic@balikesir.edu.tr

8th International Conference on Social Science Research (ICONSR 2025)
May 28-30, 2025; Budapest - HUNGARY

Many studies on Turkish cuisine generally focus on the consumption habits of locals or the experiences of tourists in the
context of gastronomy tourism. However, research on the perspectives of foreign students who live in Turkey for a long
time and interact directly with Turkish cuisine is quite limited (Ozgen & Yaman, 2014; Cetin et al., 2017; Girgin et al.,
2017; Yilmaz & Demir, 2021; Kaya, 2023; Kara, 2025). Therefore, the findings of this study will both contribute to the
academic literature and help higher education institutions to develop policies to manage the cultural adaptation processes
of international students.

In addition, positive perceptions of Turkish cuisine are also important for these students to represent Turkey in a more
positive way and to become cultural ambassadors when they return to their countries. The cultural contact established
through food is not only limited to taste, but also contributes to values such as mutual understanding, tolerance and
multiculturalism (Bilgin, 2022). Therefore, this study serves not only to analyse individual perceptions but also to develop
intercultural dialogue.

In this study, it is aimed to analyse the perceptions and evaluations of foreign students studying higher education in Turkey
towards Turkish culinary culture. In this direction, answers to the following research questions will be sought:

e How do foreign students perceive and evaluate Turkish culinary culture?

e What are the opinions of foreign students about Turkish cuisine?

¢ Do foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine vary according to their gender?

¢ Do foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine vary according to their gender?

¢ Do the perceptions of foreign students about Turkish cuisine vary according to their ages?

¢ Do foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine vary according to their nationality?

¢ Do foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine vary according to their grades?

¢ Do foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine vary according to their faculties?

¢ Do foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine vary according to the duration of their stay in Turkey?

¢ Do foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine vary according to the frequency of eating and drinking out?

2.2. Gastronomy Tourism

Although the concept of gastronomy has been defined in different ways by many authors, most of the existing definitions
are considered to be insufficient to fully reflect the scope of gastronomy. Gastronomy is basically concerned with the
pleasure and enjoyment of food and drink; therefore, it is stated in the related field that the subject of gastronomy is
human. In addition, gastronomic values are not limited to individual pleasure, but are based on a wide variety of bases
such as cultural, social, geographical and social nutrition factors (Deveci, et al. 2013).

Today, with the increasing importance and interest in food and beverage culture, the concept of gastronomy is recognised
as a fundamental element of cultural attractiveness and is evaluated in the context of cultural values of countries (Richards,
2002; Kiigiikkomiirler et al., 2018). It is seen that the fact that eating and drinking activities are a basic need and the desire
of tourists to fully enjoy their experiences during their travels make gastronomy values an indispensable element of
tourism experiences. The importance of these gastronomic values, especially for some tourists, is one of the main factors
shaping their travel preferences and paves the way for the development of gastronomy tourism (Onur, 2021). Today,
gastronomy tourism has become one of the main alternative forms of tourism that attracts attention and develops by
increasing its share in the tourism industry. Countries generate significant tourism income through their gastronomic
values (Gtilen, 2017). This situation increases the interest in the use of culinary culture as a tool in tourism promotion day
by day (Akmese & Cihangir, 2025). Gastronomy tourism is one of the concepts in the tourism literature that defines travel
mobility carried out in order to witness the production processes of different and unique foods and to experience these
products. Gastronomy tourism is accepted as an alternative type of tourism because it includes elements such as culture,
value, identity, tradition, lifestyle and eating and drinking habits (Yun et al., 2011). Gastronomy tourism is a form of
tourism that involves visiting food producers, food festivals, restaurants and special places in order to taste a special type
of food or witness the production process of a food as the main motivation factor (Hall et al., 2003). The local food of a
region plays an important role both in the preference of that region and in shaping the experiences of tourists in the region.
In addition, gastronomy tourism refers to tourists travelling to have unique experiences related to local food and beverages
rather than just eating in restaurants and hotels (Birdir & Akyol, 2015).

Geographical differences lead to changes in social culture as well as the values, habits and culinary culture of that society,
and this process leads to the formation of unique gastronomic structures of regions, regions, cities and countries. While
cities and countries recognised within the scope of gastronomy tourism attract the attention of tourists from all over the
world, within the scope of gastronomy tourism, visitors gain unique and unforgettable cultural experiences by
experiencing not only the natural or artificial historical elements of the city, but also local food, beverages, traditions and
values, and transfer these experiences to their own communities (Eren, 2007; Hatipoglu, 2010). The desire to taste and
try different foods can be the main motivational factor of the travel experience, or it can be considered as a secondary
purpose of the total experience (Mckercher et al., 2008). Gastronomy tourism is based on four basic motivations: physical,
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cultural, social and prestige. While physical motivation includes eating as a vital need, cultural motivation involves
tourists tasting local foods in order to experience local culture.Social motivation refers to the sharing of food within the
society and strengthening social ties, while prestige motivation enables tourists to gain social status by sharing their
gastronomic experiences.Thus, gastronomy tourism is a unique type of tourism shaped by the combination of
multidimensional motivations (Guzman & Canizares, 2011).

1.2. Turkish Culinary Culture

Culinary culture is a cultural structure that includes food, food and beverage types and the materials necessary for the
preparation, cooking and storage of these foods, as well as beliefs and practices formed by eating and drinking traditions
that vary from region to region (Giiler & Olgag, 2010). All societies in the world have their own culinary culture and
dietary patterns that are shaped according to the cultural, geographical, economic, ecological structure and historical
process they are in (Cakici, 2016). Societies stand out with their different culinary cultures. All kinds of food products
consumed or not consumed by a society reveal the cultural values, belief system and social structure of that society. The
culinary culture of societies is shaped according to the religious beliefs, geographical and agricultural characteristics,
socio-economic conditions and relations with other societies (Besirli, 2010; Guan, 2015). The change occurring in any of
these elements directly affects the culinary culture; as a result of this interaction, culinary cultures are mutually
transformed and either enriched or localised within another culinary culture or may disappear over time (K6zleme, 2012).
Local culinary products differentiate and authenticate the destination they belong to and contribute to the formation of
the destination's national brand identity (Hacioglu et al., 2009). With this differentiation in culinary cultures, it is seen
that three basic concepts that are recognised worldwide have emerged; these are recognition, authenticity and diversity
(Taspinar, 2017). Recognition refers to the fact that the eating and presentation techniques of a dish are known and applied
by different cultures; authenticity means that cooking and presentation techniques are completely unique to the country
to which it belongs; and diversity refers to the richness of the number of food varieties (Hatipoglu, 2014). Food plays an
important role in introducing the cultural traditions of a region to tourists through its taste and flavour characteristics. In
this context, local cuisine contributes to the formation of the general image of the society by directly affecting tourist
experiences (Frochot, 2003; Ryu & Jang, 2006).

Thousands of years of historical process starting from Central Asia to today's Anatolia, different geographical and cultural
factors have played a decisive role in the formation of Turkish culinary culture. Turkish cuisine, just like the deep-rooted
Turkish history, is known for having a rich and diverse structure based on thousands of years of history (Ozkaya &
Comert, 2017). The border neighbourhood with Chinese culture in Central Asia, the interaction with Arab culture with
the adoption of Islam, and the relations established with Iranian, Hittite, Greek and Mediterranean cultures during the
migration to Anatolia have made important contributions to the shaping of Turkish cuisine. One of the main reasons for
the diversity of food and beverages in Turkish cuisine is that Turks have a nomadic lifestyle and have interacted with
different cultural structures throughout history (Birer, 1990; Albayrak, 2013; Karaman & Girgin, 2023). Turkish cuisine,
together with French and Chinese cuisines, is one of the world's oldest and richest cuisines. One of the main reasons why
Turkish cuisine is regarded as one of the most distinguished cuisines of the world is that Turks have been able to
successfully maintain nomadic lifestyle and sedentary life together in their homeland Central Asia and Anatolia, where
they migrated (Talas, 2005; Ertas & Gezmen Karadag, 2013). Nomadic lifestyle has brought traditional food preservation
and processing techniques such as drying, fermentation, etc. to Turkish cuisine. With the transition to settled life,
agricultural products started to be used together with animal products. As a result, both food diversity has increased and
durable and delicious food products have emerged (Aydogdu & Mizrak, 2017). In addition, it is known that the
interactions of Turkish society with different cultures in various geographies in different periods in the historical process
have greatly shaped the formation of modern Turkish cuisine (Baykara, 2001; Giildemir, 2014).

The foodstuffs in Turkish culinary culture are considered advantageous in terms of their nutritional properties in various
aspects. In Turkish cuisine, which does not have a one-way diet, the ability to consume products belonging to different
food groups together contributes to the formation of a balanced nutritional structure. However, cooking methods and high
fat content of some foods may make these products disadvantageous in terms of healthy nutrition (Baysal, 2002). The
natural richness, historical accumulation, cultural diversity and quality agricultural and animal products offered by the
geography where we live are considered as the building blocks that form the basis of Turkish cuisine. The opportunities
provided by these riches play an important role in the development of the characteristic features of Turkish cuisine. The
main characteristics of Turkish cuisine can be listed as follows (Ongel, 2015; Erdogan Aric1, 2016; Cakict & Eser, 2016;
Solmaz & Diilger Altmer, 2018).

e Bread stands out as a staple food in Turkish cuisine,

e Pastries have an important place in Turkish food culture and are widely consumed,

e The use of fat is a determining factor in the cuisine; olive oil is preferred in Western Anatolia, while in other regions,
suet, tail fat and milk-based fats are preferred,

e Eating habits are shaped depending on regional traditions and customs,

e In rural areas, naturally growing herbs, roots and mushrooms are widely used in cooking,
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e The use of spices is quite common; fresh and dried herbs such as mint, dill and parsley are often preferred,

e Vegetable dishes are usually cooked with meat, tomato paste, onions and tomatoes,

e Although sauce service is not traditionally included in Turkish cuisine, it has been increasing in recent years with the
Western influence,

e Yoghurt, either plain or with garlic, is an important complement to meals or as buttermilk,

e In food presentation, visuality is not at the forefront, but flavour is essential,

e Fruits, dried fruits and molasses are used as sweeteners,

¢ Bulgur is a traditional grain widely used in soups, vegetable dishes and meatballs in Anatolian cuisine.

When the general characteristics of Turkish cuisine are examined, a nutritional structure in which animal and agricultural
products are used together is observed. Turkish cuisine has been shaped by socio-cultural factors such as climate,
geography, religion, customs, traditions and customs and has been enriched by this diversity. On the other hand, these
elements also reveal the main differences that distinguish Turkish cuisine from other culinary cultures. However, Turkish
cuisine also plays an important role in the social and cultural interaction of Turkish society with other cultures (Avcikurt
et al., 2007; Karaman & Girgin, 2023).

Especially recently, it is noteworthy that gastronomy tourism has started to take place among alternative tourism types. It
is known that a significant portion of tourism revenues in the world is provided by gastronomy tourism (Sarnsik & Ozbay,
2015). Considering that Turkish cuisine is among the few cuisines in the world, it is seen that Turkey has sufficient
attraction elements for gastronomy tourism (Comert & Ozkaya, 2014). In this context, ‘cuisine’, i.e. local food and
beverages, is one of the most important elements of Turkey's touristic wealth (Balli, 2016).

2. RELATED RESEARCH

Every year, a large number of foreign students come to Turkey for educational purposes. Foreign students taste and
experience Turkish cuisine during their education period. On this subject, different researchers have conducted researches
aiming to evaluate the opinions of students who come to Turkey for education about Turkish cuisine. The researches
carried out in this framework and the results obtained are summarised below.

Ozgen & Yaman (2014) stated that international students studying at Gazi University have generally positive attitudes
towards Turkish cuisine and that these attitudes may vary depending on gender and cultural background. In the study, it
was reported that soups, meat dishes and desserts played an important role in both the recognition and preference of
Turkish cuisine. The importance of socio-cultural integration and length of stay were emphasised among the factors
affecting the culinary preferences of individuals from different cultures. Ozer, Duran, Hizli, and Cinar (2014) conducted
a study on the perceptions of foreign students coming to Samsun Ondokuz Mayis University with Erasmus+ education
mobility programme about Turkish culture and life. In addition, the students stated that tea is one of the first cultural
elements that come to their minds about Turkey; this situation is considered as an indicator of this tendency. Cetin, Bahar,
and Griffiths (2017) stated that international students develop positive perceptions of Turkish culture and that this
perception is closely related to food culture and that they show great interest in Turkish cuisine, especially baklava, doner
and soup types. In the study conducted by Girgin, Oflaz and Karaman (2017), it was tried to determine the opinions of
students from Turkic republics about Turkish cuisine. It was determined that they had knowledge about Turkish cuisine
and had a positive attitude towards Turkish food. According to the study, soups, stuffing, wraps, ravioli and kebabs are
the most liked Turkish dishes by the participants, while pasta, dried legumes, pleasantaf-compote and pickles are the least
liked Turkish dishes. In addition, high prices, too fatty and heavy meals and desserts, high amount of tomato paste and
high calories are the features that the participants characterise negatively about Turkish cuisine.

Yilmaz & Demir (2021) stated that Turkish cuisine is highly appreciated in terms of taste and variety among international
students, but nutritional value and health perceptions are sometimes questioned by individuals from different cultures.
Kaya (2023) revealed that Turkish Cuisine Week activities increased foreign students' awareness of Turkish culture and
that these activities contributed positively to their cultural adaptation processes. He emphasised that desserts and
traditional drinks facilitate adaptation and increase social sharing among international students. It was revealed that
attitudes and perceptions towards Turkish cuisine among international students strengthened as the length of stay in
Turkey increased. Kavas and Ongel (2023) examined the attitudes of foreign students of Anadolu University Faculty of
Tourism towards Turkish coffee consumption and concluded that foreign students who consume Turkish coffee generally
prefer Turkish coffee with sugar, find its visual presentation in stylish cups special and attractive, and will prefer to
consume Turkish coffee when they return to their countries. In a study conducted by Kara (2025) at Cankir1 Karatekin
University, it was stated that the majority of students evaluated Turkish cuisine positively, liked the food and
recommended it. It was concluded that digital resources and social media platforms play an important role in recognising
Turkish cuisine and that these channels are the best ways to promote Turkish cuisine.
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3. METHOD

In this study, it is aimed to examine the perceptions and evaluations of foreign students studying higher education in
Turkey towards Turkish cuisine culture. Within the scope of the research, it is assumed that foreign students' perceptions
of Turkish cuisine will show a significant difference according to their socio-demographic characteristics. In this
framework, the hypotheses of the research developed after the related literature review are presented below.

H1: There is a significant difference between the gender of foreign students and their perceptions of Turkish cuisine.
H2: There is a significant difference between the ages of foreign students and their perceptions of Turkish cuisine.

H3: There is a significant difference between the nationalities of foreign students and their perceptions of Turkish cuisine.
H4: There is a significant difference between the classes of foreign students and their perceptions of Turkish cuisine.
H5: There is a significant difference between foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine and their faculties.

H6: There is a significant difference between the duration of foreign students' stay in Turkey and their perceptions of
Turkish cuisine.

H7: There is a significant difference between foreign students' frequency of eating out and their perceptions of Turkish
cuisine.

3.1. Population and Sample

The general population of the research consists of foreign students who are studying higher education in Turkey and who
have experienced Turkish food. Obtaining the data by reaching the entire population is called general data collection,
while using a part of the population in the research is called partial data collection. General data collection management
is superior to partial data collection in terms of giving a precise idea about the population, but this method is more difficult
to apply in terms of time-consuming and costly (Yiiksel & Yiiksel, 2004). For this reason, it was preferred to collect the
data by determining the sample group in this study. The sample group of the study, i.e. the accessible population, was
determined as foreign students studying at Balikesir University and who have experienced Turkish food. According to
the information obtained from Balikesir University Rectorate Student Affairs Department, there are 900 foreign students
actively enrolled in the 2024-2025 academic year. However, since some units of the university (1 faculty, 1 colleges, 11
vocational colleges) are located in different districts, the sample group of the study was limited to foreign students
studying at faculties (13) and vocational colleges (1) in the central districts of Balikesir (Altieyliil ve Karesi). According
to the information obtained from Balikesir University Rectorate Student Affairs Department, there are 618 foreign
students actively studying in the units located in the central districts of Balikesir in the 2024-2025 academic year.
Deliberate (purposive) sampling technique was used in the study. The sample size was calculated based on the population
calculation formulated for quantitative studies accepted in the literature and it was calculated that the sample size should
be at least 234 (Altunisik et al., 2012: 137). Foreign students who wanted to participate in the survey from this population
were included in the sample and as a result of the research, a sample group of 154 people in total was reached. It was
observed that the reason for not reaching a sufficient sample group was that the majority of the foreign students did not
attend the courses regularly and did not volunteer to fill out the questionnaire form, although they appeared to be actively
enrolled.

3.2. Data Collection Tools and Techniques

In the study, quantitative research approach was adopted and questionnaire technique was used to collect primary data.
The questionnaire form was developed based on the theoretical information obtained from the literature review. The
questionnaire form used in the research consists of three parts. In the first part of the questionnaire form, there are a total
of 9 questions designed to determine the socio-demographic characteristics of the foreign students participating in the
study. In the second part of the questionnaire form, there is a scale consisting of 20 items developed by Giritlioglu and
Karaman (2017) to determine the opinions of foreign students about Turkish food. This scale, which was developed to
measure the opinions of domestic tourists about Gaziantep food, was adapted to Turkish food. In the study conducted by
Giritlioglu and Karaman (2017), the Cronbach Alpha reliability value of the scale was calculated as 0.798. In the third
part of the questionnaire form, there is a scale consisting of 14 items developed by Giritlioglu and Karaman (2017) to
determine the perceptions of foreign students about Turkish cuisine. This scale, which was developed to measure tourist
perception of Gaziantep cuisine, was adapted to Turkish cuisine and used. Giritlioglu and Karaman (2017) determined 3
dimensions related to the scale in their study and calculated the Cronbach Alpha reliability value of the scale as 0.876
Cronbach Alpha. In the second and third sections of the questionnaire form, a five-point Likert-type rating method was
used in line with the relevant scales.This rating is structured with the options ‘1= Strongly disagree’, ‘2= Disagree’, ‘3=
Undecided’, ‘4= Agree’ and ‘5= Strongly agree’.In the analysis phase, the arithmetic averages of the answers given by
the participants were calculated.The fact that the average is close to ‘1’ indicates that the perception of Turkish cuisine is
at a low level, and the fact that it is close to ‘5’ indicates that this perception is at a high level. The questionnaire form
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prepared for the application of the research was prepared in printed form.At the same time, the questionnaire form was
created online to speed up the data collection process and was distributed in May 2025.

3.3. Data Analysis

The data obtained from the participants were analysed through SPSS. In the analysis process, firstly, the reliability and
construct validity of the scales used in the research were evaluated. Then, the conformity of the data to normal distribution
was tested by examining skewness and kurtosis values. Descriptive statistics were obtained by calculating the frequency,
arithmetic mean and standard deviation values for the items in the scale. Following the evaluation of the normality
assumption, appropriate difference tests were applied to test the hypotheses.

4. FINDINGS

The study was conducted to determine the perceptions of international students studying at Balikesir University regarding
Turkish cuisine. The survey form included questions aimed at identifying the demographic characteristics of the
participants, as well as two scales: the General Thoughts About Turkish Food Scale consisting of 20 items, and the
Perceptions of Turkish Cuisine Scale consisting of 14 items. Both scales were prepared using a 5-point Likert scale format
(1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree). The data collected from a total of 154 participants were examined for
normality through skewness and kurtosis values using SPSS-30. The skewness (-0.018 to -0.850) and kurtosis (-0.002 to
-0.777) values for the General Thoughts About Turkish Food Scale, and the skewness (-0.621 to -1.164) and kurtosis (-
0.055 to 1.217) values for the Perceptions of Turkish Cuisine Scale indicated that the data were within the acceptable
range of £1.5 for normal distribution (Kline, 1998, p. 77; Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007, p. 79).

The demographic characteristics of the participants are presented in Table 1. Among the participants, 67 (43.5%) were
female, and 87 (56.5%) were male. Most respondents (51.9%) were between the ages of 16 and 18. Regarding nationality,
62 participants (40.3%) were from Kazakhstan and 41 (26.6%) were from Azerbaijan. In terms of academic year, most
participants were first-year students (51.3%). Faculty distribution indicated that 26 participants (16.9%) were from the
Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences, 25 (16.2%) from Necatibey Faculty of Education, 25 (16.2%) from
the Faculty of Tourism, and 24 (15.6%) from the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. Furthermore, 64 students (41.6%) had
been residing in Tiirkiye for less than one year. In terms of eating habits, 52 participants (33.8%) reported dining out 2 to
3 times per month, excluding meals consumed at the campus or dormitory cafeterias.

Table 1: Demographic Information of Participants

Gender n % Faculty / School n %
Female 67 43.5 | Faculty of Science and Letters 24 | 15.6
Male 87 56.5 | Faculty of Economics and Administrative 26 | 16.9
Sciences
Age n % Faculty of Engineering 7 4.5
16-18 80 51.9 | Necatibey Faculty of Education 25 | 16.2
19-20 53 34.4 | Faculty of Health Sciences 17 [ 11.0
21 and above 21 13.6 | Faculty of Sport Sciences 20 | 13.0
Country n % Faculty of Medicine 2 1.3
Kazakhstan 62 40.3 | Faculty of Tourism 25 | 16.2
Uzbekistan 20 13.0 | Faculty of Veterinary Medicine 7 4.5
Turkmenistan 6 3.9 Balikesir Vocational School 1 0.6
Azerbaijan 41 26.6 Duration of Stay in Turkiye n %
Kyrgyzstan 6 3.9 Less than 1 year 64 |41.6
Egypt 5 3.2 1 year 17 [ 11.0
Afghanistan 2 1.3 2 years 29 | 18.8
Other* 12 7.8 3 years 16 | 104
Year of Study n % | 4 years 17 | 11.0
Ist Year 79 51.3 | 5 years and more 11 |71
2nd Year 29 18.8 Frequency of Eating Out n %
3rd Year 10 6.5 Once a month 28 | 18.2
Turkish Prep (TOMER) 36 23.4 | 2-3 times a month 52 |33.8
4-5 times a month 26 | 169
6—7 times a month 15 9.7
8 times or more a month 33 1214
Total 154 100 | Total 154 | 100
*Gabon, Chechnya, Indonesia, Lebanon, Iraq, Bulgaria

214



8th International Conference on Social Science Research (ICONSR 2025)
May 28-30, 2025; Budapest - HUNGARY

The mean, standard deviation, reliability, and validity values for the responses provided by the international students
participating in the study regarding the General Thoughts About Turkish Food Scale are presented in Table 2. An
examination of the arithmetic means and standard deviation values derived from the responses to the 20 items posed to
the participants indicates that their general thoughts of Turkish cuisine are at a moderate level (X = 3.36; s.d. = 0.632).
Among the items, participants rated the statements “Turkish dishes are filling” (X = 3.60; s.d. = 1.077) and “Turkish dishes
are visually appealing” (X = 3.54; s.d. = 0.998) the highest. Conversely, the statement with the lowest average score was
“Turkish dishes contain too much meat” (x = 3.01; s.d. = 1.143). Additionally, the reliability of the scale was found to be
high (Cronbach’s a = 0.90), and the scale demonstrated strong construct validity (KMO = 0.86; %> = 1439.114, df = 190,
p<0.001).

Table 2: Mean, Standard Deviation, Reliability and Validity Values of the General Thoughts about Turkish Foods

Items X Std.

It is high in calories. 3,2237 1,03024
It has a rich variety of dishes. 3,4248 1,13006
It is delicious. 3,5034 1,08087
It is visually appealing. 3,5473 ,99892
1t is filling. 3,6014 1,07703
It is appetizing. 3,5168 ,99413
It contains too much meat. 3,0132 1,14325
It has a pleasant smell. 3,3311 1,01442
It suits the palate. 3,4172 ,95217
It is nutritious. 3,3758 ,99985
It is spicy. 3,4247 ,96903
It contains excessive onion and garlic. 3,3425 1,02542
It is too greasy. 3,2416 1,06428
It is healthy. 3,5338 1,16269
It is hygienic. 3,3034 1,03105
It is sauce-based. 3,3133 ,99105
Its desserts are overly sweet. 3,4800 1,05235
Its desserts are overly oily. 3,3311 1,02510
It is salty. 3,2148 1,09403
It is easy to digest. 3,2215 1,09572

Total Mean and Std. Deviation 3,3681 ,63287

Cronbach’s Alpha 0,90
Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy 0,86
Bartlett's Test of Sphericity ¥2=1439,114, df=190, p<0,001

The mean, standard deviation, reliability, and validity values for the responses provided by the international students
participating in the study regarding the Perceptions of Turkish Cuisine Scale are presented in Table 3. An examination of
the arithmetic means, and standard deviation values calculated from the responses to the 14 items indicates that the
participants' overall perceptions of Turkish cuisine are at a high level (X = 3.66; s.d. = 0.871). Among the statements, the
ones with the highest average scores are: “Festivals and competitions promoting Turkish culinary culture at the
international level should be organized” (X = 3.79; s.d. = 1.062), “Turkish cuisine includes flavors that are recognized
both nationally and globally” (X = 3.78; s.d. = 1.045), and “Turkish cuisine plays a significant role in increasing the
number of visitors to Tiirkiye” (X = 3.78; s.d. = 1.123). On the other hand, the item with the lowest mean score is
“Educational institutions have a major responsibility in preserving and passing on Turkish culinary culture to future
generations” (X = 3.45; s.d. = 1.046). Furthermore, the scale demonstrated high reliability (Cronbach’s a = 0.95) and
strong construct validity (KMO = 0.94; 4> =1774.810, df =91, p <0.001).

Table 3: Mean, Standard Deviation, Reliability and Validity Values of the Perceptions of Turkish Cuisine Scale

Items X Std.
Turkish cuisine is important for Turkish tourism. 3,7815 1,24141
Turkish cuisine enhances the country's brand perception. 3,6291 1,12381
Turkish cuisine is a significant element in shaping the country’s image. 3,6490 1,13298
Turkish cuisine plays an important role in gaining a sustainable competitive advantage for 3,7533 1,07823
the country.
Turkish cuisine contributes to the increase in the number of visitors to Tiirkiye. 3,7895 1,12390
Tiirkiye generates more income thanks to its culinary culture. 3,5430 1,11282
Turkish culinary culture plays an important role in spreading tourism activities throughout 3,5705 1,08619
the year.
Festivals and competitions promoting Turkish culinary culture at the international level 3,7933 1,06210
should be organized.
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Educational institutions have a major responsibility in preserving and transferring Turkish 3,4539 1,04687

culinary culture to future generations.

Turkish culinary culture should be promoted more effectively. 3,5960 1,04274

Commercial food and beverage enterprises providing service in the country are important 3,6250 1,08954

in terms of their number and variety.

Commercial food and beverage businesses offering Turkish cuisine are in higher demand 3,5811 1,02271

compared to other food and beverage establishments.

Turkish culinary culture encourages tourists to shop more. 3,7400 1,11103

Turkish cuisine includes flavors that are recognized both nationally and globally 3,7895 1,04557

Total Mean and Std. Deviation 3,6639 ,87143
Cronbach’s Alpha 0,95

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy 0,94

Bartlett's Test of Sphericity

x2=1774,810, df=91,

p<0,001

Foreign students participating in the study were asked to list the Turkish foods and beverages they were familiar with, as
well as their favorite Turkish foods and beverages. These findings, collected through two different open-ended questions,
are presented in Table 4. According to the results, the most well-known Turkish foods and drinks among the international
students were Lentil Soup (13.16%), Baklava (10.85%), Pilaf (7.39%), and Ayran (5.77%). The most favored items
included Baklava (20.85%), Lentil Soup (9.77%), Ayran (8.14%), Doner (6.19%), and Pilaf (5.54%). Additional
information regarding other commonly known and most liked Turkish foods and beverages are provided in the table.

Table 4: The Most Known and Most Favored Foods and Beverages of Turkish Cuisine

Most Known Foods and Beverages n % Most Favored Foods and n %
Beverages

Lentil Soup 57 13,16 | Baklava 64 20,85
Baklava 47 10,85 | Lentil Soup 30 9,77
Pilaf 32 7,39 Ayran 25 8,14
Ayran 25 5,77 Doner 19 6,19
Doner 20 4,62 Pilaf 17 5,54
Lahmacun 14 3,23 Rice Puding 13 423
Kiinefe 13 3,00 Tea 12 3,91
Tea 12 2,77 Turkish Coffee 10 3,26
Ezogelin Soup 12 2,77 Meatball 10 3,26
Hosmerim 11 2,54 Lahmacun 10 3,26
Meatball 11 2,54 Kiinefe 9 2,93
Pita 11 2,54 Hoésmerim 8 2,61
Meat Soup 10 2,31 | iskender Kebab 7 2,28
Iskender Kebab 10 2,31 | Manti 7 2,28
Turkish Coffee 10 2,31 Pita 7 2,28
Manti 10 2,31 Borek 6 1,95
Yaprak Sarma 10 2,31 Cig Kofte 5 1,63
Rice Puding 10 2,31 Tomato Soup 4 1,30
Cacik 9 2,08 Ezogelin Soup 4 1,30
Kadayif 6 1,39 Kadayif 4 1,30
Kadinbudu Meatballs 6 1,39 Yaprak Sarma 4 1,30
Moussaka 6 1,39 Adana Kebab 3 0,98
Turnip 6 1,39 Dolma 3 0,98
Beans 6 1,39 Diiriim 3 0,98
Borek 5 1,15 Fish 2 0,65
Dolma 5 1,15 Cacik 2 0,65
Diiriim 5 1,15 | izmir Bomb 2 0,65
Adana Kebab 4 0,92 Kokore¢ 2 0,65
Cig Kofte 4 0,92 Moussaka 2 0,65
Yayla Soup 4 0,92 Chickpea 2 0,65
Tomato Soup 3 0,69 Ottoman Sherbet 2 0,65
Others* 39 9,01 Others** 9 2,93
Total 433 100 Total 307 | 100
*Katmer, Kokoreg, Chickpeas, Ottoman Sherbet, Milk Halva, Pickles, Fish, Meat Bread, Imam Bayildi, izmir Bomb, Karniyarik, Keskek,
Menemen, Kumpir, Kemalpasa Dessert, Urfa Kebab, Tripe Soup, Simit, Gézleme, Kisir.
**Opma, Meat Soup, Kadinbudu Meatballs, Lentil Meatballs, Sote, Milk Halva, Tarhana Soup, Pickles.
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To test the hypotheses proposed in the study, difference tests were used. Independent Samples T-Test and One-Way
ANOVA were conducted to determine whether there were statistically significant differences between participants’
gender, age, nationality, year of study, faculty, length of stay in Tiirkiye, and frequency of dining out, in relation to their
perceptions with Turkish cuisine. The analyses revealed that a statistically significant difference existed only between the
length of stay in Tiirkiye and perceptions of Turkish cuisine (p < 0.05). The results of the analysis are presented in Table
5. To identify which specific categories contributed to the significant difference in relation to the length of stay in Tiirkiye,
a post hoc test was conducted. Since the Levene’s test indicated the assumption of homogeneity of variances was met,
the LSD test was used. According to the results, participants who had been living in Tiirkiye for 2 and 3 years reported
significantly higher levels of perceptions of Turkish cuisine compared to those who had been living in Tiirkiye for only
1 year.

Table 5: The Relationship Between Length of Stay in Tiirkiye and Perceptions of Turkish Cuisine

n X Std.D. F p Difference
Less than 1 year 64 3,4009 ,99697
1 year 17 |3,8290 | ,80096 2 years > |
Length of Stay in | 2 years 29 [3.8294 [.73547 yeat
Tiirkiye 3 years 16 | 4,0587 |[.,41103 2,331 0,45
3 years > 1
4 years 17 3,7637 ,71314
More than 5 years | 11| 3,7743 | ,94898 yeat
Total 154 |3,6639 | ,87143

5. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The findings of the study show that the general opinions of foreign students about Turkish food are positive. The
participants stated that Turkish cuisine is a rich cuisine that is delicious, satisfying, appetising and offers a variety of food
options. However, the perceptions that Turkish cuisine is high in calories, high in meat content and high in fat are accepted
at a moderate level. This situation indicates that while Turkish cuisine is evaluated positively with its traditional taste and
satisfying characteristics, it is also open to some criticisms in terms of health and nutrition. These results are in line with
some studies in the literature. For example, Aktas and Caliskan (2019) stated that Turkish cuisine was generally found
delicious and satisfying by foreign tourists, but some participants were concerned about calorie and fat content. Similarly,
Yilmaz and Demir (2021) stated that Turkish cuisine is highly appreciated in terms of taste and variety among
international students, but nutritional value and health perceptions are sometimes questioned by individuals from different
cultures. On the other hand, Celik et al. (2018) reported that Turkish cuisine is perceived as a nutritious and easy-to-digest
cuisine thanks to the use of natural spices and freshness. In this respect, balancing Turkish cuisine in terms of both
traditional flavours and cultural richness and modern dietary trends is considered important for the wider acceptance of
the cuisine in the international arena.

The research findings also show that the perceptions of foreign students studying in Turkey towards Turkish cuisine are
largely positive. The participants do not only see Turkish cuisine as delicious food, but also consider it as a carrier of
Turkey's cultural heritage, a competitive advantage in tourism and a tool that strengthens the country's image. This
multidimensional value attributed to Turkish cuisine shows that gastronomy is not only an object of consumption, but
also an effective cultural communication tool in international relations and promotional strategies. The results of the
research also coincide with similar studies in the literature. For example, Uziilmez and Akdag (2020) stated that foreign
tourists' motivations to experience Turkish cuisine are related to the search for cultural experience and sensory curiosity.
Similarly, Kaya (2024) found that Turkish Cuisine Week activities increased foreign students' awareness of Turkish
culture and contributed positively to their cultural adaptation processes. Cetin, Bahar, and Griffiths (2017) stated that
international students develop positive perceptions of Turkish culture and that this perception is closely related to food
culture. In addition, Ozgen and Yaman (2014) stated that international students studying at Gazi University have generally
positive attitudes towards Turkish food and that these attitudes may vary depending on gender and cultural background.
In a study conducted by Kara (2025) at Cankir1 Karatekin University, he emphasised that digital resources and social
media play an important role in students' recognition of Turkish cuisine and that these platforms can be effective in the
international promotion of Turkish cuisine. In this context, it can be said that Turkish cuisine is not only a tourist attraction,
but also a holistic cultural value that should be included in Turkey's international promotion strategies. The study offers
important implications that Turkey should give more importance to gastronomy-based promotion policies and increase
cultural activities in this field.

The findings of the study reveal that foreign students' knowledge and preferences about Turkish cuisine vary. While lentil
soup, baklava and pilaf stand out among the most known foods, baklava, lentil soup and ayran are among the most
preferred foods. These results show that both hot soups, desserts and traditional beverages have an important place in the
perception of Turkish cuisine. Moreover, the fact that various foods such as doner, lahmacun and rice pudding rank high
in terms of both recognition and preference indicates that Turkish cuisine offers both satisfying and delicious alternatives.
The wide variety of products in the ‘other’ category supports the richness and regional diversity of the culinary culture.
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It is seen that this result obtained in the research is in parallel with the results of some studies in the literature. For example,
Cetin, Bahar, and Griffiths (2017) reported that foreign students showed great interest in Turkish cuisine, especially in
baklava, doner and soup types. Kaya (2024) emphasised that desserts and traditional drinks facilitate adaptation and
increase social sharing among international students. Similarly, Ozgen and Yaman (2014) reported that soups, meat dishes
and desserts play an important role in both the recognition and preference of Turkish cuisine. In line with these results, in
the international promotion strategies of Turkish cuisine, a balanced presentation of both highly known main products
and regional and lesser-known flavours will enrich the culinary experience of students and tourists.

When the results of the hypothesis to be measured in the study are evaluated, it is determined that as the length of stay in
Turkey increases, foreign students' perceptions of Turkish cuisine develop positively. In particular, the average perception
scores of the participants with a stay of 1 year or more were found to be higher than those with a stay of less than one
year. In general, it can be said that as the duration of the students' stay in Turkey increases, their level of familiarisation
with and interest in Turkish cuisine also increases. It is expected that students who stay in Turkey for a longer period of
time will have closer contact with the cuisine and get used to local flavours. This can be explained by both increased
integration into the social environment and increased opportunities to try different dishes. It is seen that the results of
some studies conducted in the related literature are in parallel with this result. For example, Kaya (2024) found that among
international students, attitudes and perceptions towards Turkish cuisine strengthened as the length of stay in Turkey
increased. Similarly, Aktag and Caligkan (2019) stated that foreign tourists' experiences and satisfaction with local cuisine
increased as their length of stay increased. However, Ozgen and Yaman (2014) emphasised the importance of socio-
cultural integration and length of stay among the factors affecting the culinary preferences of individuals from different
cultures. Therefore, long-term experiences play an important role in the promotion and adoption of Turkish cuisine and
supporting these processes can contribute to the acceleration of cultural adaptation.v

It is seen that foreign students studying in Turkey develop positive perceptions towards Turkish cuisine, but these
perceptions are shaped with some nutritional concerns. In this framework, it is thought that the suggestions presented
below will contribute to both the practices to be carried out in the field of gastronomy and cultural promotion and
harmonisation processes.

e The healthy aspects of Turkish cuisine (e.g. vegetable dishes, olive oil dishes, use of natural spices) should be
emphasised more and these options should be made visible in educational institutions and public dining areas.

e In cooperation with universities and local administrations, events such as cultural food workshops, tasting days and
regional cuisine promotions should be organised for international students.

e Elements of Turkish cuisine should be integrated into international promotion policies and promoted more
effectively through education fairs, cultural events and digital platforms abroad.

e Regional and lesser-known flavours reflecting the richness of Turkish cuisine should be introduced. In this way,
students' gastronomy experiences will be diversified and a more comprehensive view of Turkey's culinary heritage
will be developed.

¢ Digital resources should be used effectively in the process of students obtaining information about the cuisine.
Informative content on Turkish cuisine should be shared through social media campaigns, short promotional videos,
recipe content and multilingual gastronomy blogs.

e For students coming with short-term exchange programmes, introductory activities about cuisine should be carried
out at an early stage and culinary culture should be integrated into the orientation programmes of universities.

e In order to understand the perceptions towards Turkish cuisine in more depth, there is a need for comparative studies
to be conducted at different universities with students of different nationalities and cultural backgrounds. Such
studies will contribute both to the development of policies that support cultural adaptation processes and to the
formation of interdisciplinary approaches in the field of gastronomy.
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A Study on Online Gambling Addiction Among Young People

H. BULUTHAN CETINTAS*L, MUSTAFA KOCAOGLU?

Abstract: Gambling is an activity consisting of various games based on betting, luck, skill and it has many types. The
situation where an individual has an excessive desire to gamble, cannot stop gambling, and cannot control himself is
called gambling addiction. Gambling addiction, which starts with seemingly innocent reasons such as emotional
satisfaction, stress relief, having a good time, excitement, causes serious psychological, social, and financial problems on
the person and negatively affects the person's quality of life. The subject of the study, virtual gambling addiction, is
turning into a problem worldwide by exceeding known criteria such as the level of development of the country, wealth,
poverty and is distinguished from other types of gambling by its rapid spread in recent years. Today, when access to the
internet has become easier, people of all ages can access the internet 24/7 via smartphones. This means that the internet
is at the center of daily life for most young people. Virtual gambling and its effect on young people are a growing source
of concern because the online environment prepares a suitable ground for gambling and makes gambling easily accessible.
Indeed, virtual gambling, which is presented attractively on the internet, reaches young people in different ways and forms
with glamorous opportunities. It offers and provides them with the opportunity to gamble in the comfort and safety of
home. There aren't enough academic studies about online gambling addiction. This study was conducted to draw attention
to this problem, the subject will be evaluated with important aspects such as the definition of the concept of online
addiction, the reasons, addiction risks, negative effects on young people, legal, preventive studies, and ethical situations
related to the subject, and measures that can be taken to protect young people from the potential dangers of online
gambling.

Keywords: Internet, Addiction, online gambling, gambling addiction.

Gengclerde Sanal Kumar Bagimlihigi Uzerine Bir Arastirma

Ozet: Kumar, bahis, sans veya beceri temelli ¢esitli oyunlardan olusan ve birgok tiirii bulunan bir aktivitedir. Bireyin
kumar oynamaya yonelik asir1 istek duymasi, kumar oynamay1 durduramamasi ve kendini kontrol edememesi durumu
ise kumar bagimlilig1 olarak ifade edilmektedir. Duygusal tatmin, stres atma, hos¢a vakit ge¢irme, heyecan duyma gibi
masum goriinen sebeplerle baglayan kumar bagimliligs, kisi tizerinde psikolojik, sosyal ve finansal agidan ciddi sorunlara
yol agmakta, kisinin yasam kalitesini olumsuz etkilemektedir. Calismanin konusunu olusturan sanal kumar bagmmliligt
ise llkenin geligmislik diizeyi, zenginlik veya fakirlik gibi bilinen o6lgiitleri agarak diinya genelinde bir soruna
doniismektedir ve son yillarda hizla yayginlasmasiyla diger kumar tiirlerinden ayrilmaktadir. Internete erisimin
kolaylagtig1 giiniimiizde her yastan insan, akilli telefon aracili§iyla 7/24 internete erigsebilmektedir. Bu durum internetin
¢ogu geng insan i¢in giinliilk yasamin merkezinde yer almasi anlamina gelmektedir. Sanal kumar ve gengler iizerindeki
etkisi giderek artan bir endise kaynagidir zira ¢evrimici ortam, kumar oynamaya uygun bir zemin hazirlamakta ve kumar
oynamay1 kolayca erigilebilir hale getirmektedir. Nitekim, internet ortaminda ilgi ¢ekici bigimde sunulan sanal kumar,
sundugu cazip firsatlarla genglere farkli yollarla degisik bigimlerde ulagmakta, ona evinin rahat ve giivenli ortaminda
kumar oynama imkami saglamaktadir. Sanal kumar bagimliligi kapsaminda yeterli sayida akademik c¢aligsma
bulunmamaktadir. Sanal kumar bagimliligi sorununa dikkat ¢cekmek amaciyla yapilan bu ¢aligmada konu, sanal bagimlilik
kavraminin tanimlanmasi, yayginlagsmasinin nedenleri, bagimlilik riskleri, genglere yonelik olumsuz etkileri, konuyla
ilgili yasal, onleyici caligmalar ve etik durumlar, gengleri sanal kumarin potansiyel tehlikelerinden korumak i¢in
alinabilecek tedbirler gibi 6nemli goriilen yonleriyle degerlendirilecektir. Ayrica konuyla alakali tilkemizden ve yurt
disindan 6rnekler, istatistiksel bilgiler, vb. veriler verilerek icerik zenginlestirilecektir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Internet, Bagimlilik, ¢evrimigi kumar, kumar bagimlilig1.
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Giris

Kumar, tarihsel olarak farkli kiiltiirlerde gesitli bigimlerde varlik gosteren, bireylerin sansa veya beceriye dayali oyunlarla
para kazanmay1 amacladig1 bir etkinliktir. Bir halk saglig1 sorunu olan kumar bagimliligi 6zellikle geng insanlar igin
biiyiik bir tehlike olusturmaktadir. Geng bireylerin 6zellikleri g6z 6ntine alindiginda, kumar gibi riskli davraniglarin geng
bireylere gekici gelmesi mantiklidir (Savolainen vd., 2021: 2). Zira Amerikan Psikiyatri Dernegi’ne gore kisileri kumar
oynamaya yonlendiren “heyecan arama, eglenme, sosyallesme, istenmeyen duygulardan kagma veya bastirma” gibi
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nedenler 6zellikle 18-25 araligindaki bireylerin i¢in oldukga yatkin oldugu diislinceler/arayiglardir. Kumar oynamak,
heyecanli ve eglenceli olup ciddi bir beceri gerektirmemektedir. Ote yandan fazla ¢aba istemeyen bu eylemle zengin olma
ihtimali de bulunmaktadir (Derevensky ve Gilbeau, 2015). Teknolojinin gelismesiyle birlikte, kumar oyunlar dijital
platformlara taginmis ve 6zellikle gengler arasinda ¢evrimi¢i kumar bagimliligi 6nemli bir sorun haline gelmistir. Bu
¢alismanin amaci, sanal kumar bagimliliginin gengler iizerindeki etkilerini incelemek, yayilma nedenlerini analiz etmek
ve ¢oziim Onerileri sunmaktir.

Kumar Bagimhhg

Kumar, neredeyse tiim kiiltiirlerde popiiler bir bos zaman etkinligidir (George, vd., 2016: 199). Cagdas toplumlarda
kumar, ¢ok sayidaki birey tarafindan eglence amagcli bir arayis olarak diisiiniilmektedir (Incekara ve Tas, 2022: 469).
Kumarin daha kolay ulasilabilir olmasi, eglenmek ve dinlenmek icin bir ara¢ olarak goriilmesi, kumar oynamanin
popiilerligi artirmaktadir (Kaya ve Bagkan, 2020: 211). Bunun diger bir sebebinin ise gliniimiizde televizyonda ve sosyal
medyadaki reklam kampanyalarinda, profesyonel spor kuliiplerine yapilan sponsorluklarda, stadyumlara ve spor
etkinliklerine verilen isimlerde, sporcularin yaptig1 iirlin tanitimlarinda kisacasi sporun her alaninda kumar ve kumar
tiriinleri goriilmesi (McGee, 2020: 89) oldugu soylenebilir.

Birgok olumsuz etkisi olan kumar bagimliligi, kisinin genel sagligini ve psikolojisini etkilerken, parasal ¢ikmazliklara,
mesleki ve akademik etkinliginin azalmasina, toplumsal ve bireysel sosyal iliskilerin tehlikeye girmesine neden
olmaktadir (Escario ve Wilkinson, 2020: 288). Kumarin birden ¢ok tiirii bulunmasina karsin kisilerin yagadigi yanilgilarm
basinda bazi sans oyunlarini kumar olarak gérmemeleri (Incekara ve Tas, 2022: 465) veya daha cok sans ve beceri
oyunlari olarak degerlendirmeleri (Kaya ve Bagkan, 2020: 219) gelmektedir. Oysaki kumar oynama, kiginin zaman iginde
0z kontroliinii kaybedip ciddi kayiplar yasamasina neden olan bir bagimliliga doniismektedir. Bagimlilik halinde bireyler,
anlik mutluluk yasarken uzun vadede mutluluktan daha ¢ok birey, aile ve toplum i¢in olumsuz sonug¢lar doguran olaylara
sebep verdigi bilinmektedir (George, vd., 2016: 199; Incekara ve Tas, 2022: 465).

Kumar, sans veya beceriye dayali oyunlar ve bahisler araciligiyla para kazanma amaci giiden bir aktivitedir. Kumarin
cesitli tiirleri bulunmaktadir. Yaygin kumar tiirleri sdyledir:

e Kumarhane oyunlari: Kumarhane, kumar oynamak fizere tasarlanmis, olusturulmus mekanlardir. Burada
bir¢ok ¢esit kumar oynanabilmektedir. En yaygin olanlarindan rulet (Oyuncularin bir topun donen bir ¢arkin
iizerine diisecegi yeri tahmin etmeye ¢alistig1 klasik bir kumar oyunudur. Kirmizi-siyah, say1 gruplari, tek veya
cift gibi gesitli bahis secenekleri bulunmaktadir), poker (Hem sans hem de beceri gerektiren bir oyundur.
Oyuncular ellerindeki kartlarla en iyi bes kart kombinasyonunu yapmaya calisir.), blackjack (21'e en yakin say1y1
yapmak i¢in kartlarin toplamini kullanmaya dayali bir oyundur.) Oyuncular, krupiyeyi yenmeye calisir.

e Slot makineleri: En yaygin kumar makinelerinden biridir. Oyuncular, makinadaki makaralar1 gevirerek belirli
bir kombinasyon elde etmeye calisir. Bu tiir oyunlar tamamen sansa dayanir. Son dénemde ¢ikan video slotlar,
geleneksel slot makinelerine benzer, ancak daha gelismis grafikler ve 6zel bonus turlari igerir.

e Babhis oyunlari: Oldukga fazla ¢esidi olan kumar tiridiir ancak belirli alanlarda yogunlastigi goriilmektedir.
Bahis oyunlarinin en yaygin olani spor bahisleridir. Burada futbol, basketbol, tenis, vb. sporlar {izerine bahisler
yapilir. Bahisgiler, bir magin sonucunu tahmin ederler, bilenler bahisleri kazanir. Diger yaygin olani at yarigidir.
At yarislari, kumarin en eski tiirlerinden biridir. Bireyler, belirli atlarin bir yaris1 kazanan olacagini tahmin ederek
bahis yapar. Son dénemde yayginlasan tiir ise e-spor bahisleridir. Video oyunlari iizerine yapilan bahisler
ozellikle popiiler ¢evrimigi oyunlarin turnuvalarinda ragbet gérmektedir.

o  Cekilisler: Masum goziikken kumar tiiriinden biridir. Lotolar ve piyango ¢ekilisleri bu kategoriye girer.
Katilimeilar aldiklari numara veya semboller lizerinden kazanmay1 umar. Buna benzer bir tiir de tombala (bingo)
dir. Oyuncularin kartlarindaki sayilarla, ¢ekilen sayilari eslestirerek belirli bir kombinasyonu yapmaya galistigi
popiiler bir oyun.

e Sanal Kumar: Calismanin konusunu olusturan kumar tiiriidiir. Gergek hayattaki kumarin benzeri gevrimigi
ortamda olusturulmustur. Bu tiirn belli bash tiirleri sdyledir: Sanal poker, internet iizerinden oynanan poker
oyunlari, oyuncularin diinyadaki diger oyuncularla karsi karsiya gelmesini saglar. Ayrica c¢evrimici
platformlarda yer alan rulet ve blackjack gibi oyunlar, oyunculara gergek bir kumarhane deneyimi sunar.

Sanal Kumar Bagimlihgi

Internet her ergenin evinde ya da bir arkadasinin evinde mevcuttur bdylece ergen, tanidik bir ortamdan dilegi web sitesine
kolaylikla erisebilmektedir. Bu durum, sahte bir giivenlik duygusu verirken, dogal endiseyi ve tedbirli davranmay1
azaltmakta, gerceklikten ayrilmay1 kolaylastirmakta, yas kontroliinden ve ebeveyn denetiminden kurtulmaktadir (Floros,
vd., 2012: 134). Yeni teknolojilerin ortaya ¢ikmasi ve yayilmasi, yeni kumar tiirlerinin ortaya ¢ikmasina olanak
saglamistir. Cevrimi¢i kumar bagimliligmmin ozellikleri ve yayginlasmasi, geleneksel kumar tiirlerinden farkl
olabilmektedir (Mora-Salgueiro, vd., 2021: 899). Ornegin g¢evrimici kumar, 7/24 oynanabilmesiyle diger kumar
oyunlarindan farklilagmaktadir (Escario ve Wilkinson, 2020: 288). Cevrimi¢i kumar platformlari, cep telefonu teknolojisi
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araciligiyla bireylere telefonlarinda kumar mekanlar1 saglar ve bunlar spor, yarislar, vb. dayali bahis oynamak i¢in
kullanilabilir (Deans, vd., 2016: 111)

Yeni kumar teknolojileri ve ¢evrimigi ortamda kumar imkanlari, kumar oynama firsatlarint artirmakta ve farkli kumar
tiirleri, geng bireyler icin kolayca erigilebilir hale gelmektedir (Matthews vd., 2009). Geng birey ise can sikintisindan,
macera duygusundan veya kisisel zorluklarin psikolojik etkilerini hafifletmek amaciyla ¢evrimici kumar oynamaya
yonelebilmektedir (Floros, vd., 2012: 134). Zira kumar bagimlilig1 ve buna bagli yiiksek riskli davraniglar ergenlik ve
erken yetiskinlik doneminde artmaktadir (Richard ve King, 2023: 684). Cevrimici kumar bagimlilig1 dogas1 geregi kisa
uzun siirede fark edilememesi nedeniyle bir sorun olarak hafife alinabilmektedir. Yasa veya diger yasal gerekliliklere
takilmadan kolayca erisilebilen ¢evrimici kumar, genglerin kumar oynama firsatin1 artirmaktadir (Mora-Salgueiro, vd.,
2021: 900). Ote yandan gengler, cevrimigi kumar sorununa karsi1 gercekten savunmasiz olabilmektedir. Zira genclerin
oynadikga enerjik, heyecanli ve hevesli hissetmeleri, onlari kumar bagimliligina gotirmektedir (Matthews vd., 2009).

Sanal kumarin yayginlagma nedenleri arasinda agagidaki {i¢ madde oldukg¢a dnemlidir.

e Teknolojik gelismeler: Mobil cihazlarin yayginlasmasi ve internet erisiminin artmasi, genglerin ¢evrimigi
kumar oyunlarina kolay erigimini saglamistir.

e Reklam ve pazarlama stratejileri: Sosyal medya ve dijital platformlar tizerinden yapilan agresif reklamlar,
gencleri hedef alarak kumar oyunlarina yonlendirmektedir.

e Sosyal etkilesim ve normallesme: Arkadas ¢cevresinde kumar oynamanin normal bir davranis olarak goriilmesi,
genclerin bu aligkanlig1 edinmesine neden olmaktadir.

Ote yandan sanal kumarin gengler arasinda yayginlasmasini kolaylastiran dort unsurdan bahsedilebilir:

a. Psikolojik etkiler: Ergenlik dénemi, risk alma davranislarinin arttig1 bir siirectir; bu da kumar bagimlilig: riskini
artirmaktadir. Yine bu dénemde sik¢a goriilen depresyon, anksiyete, stres ve ofke kontrol sorunlari gibi
psikolojik rahatsizliklar, sanal kumara yonelme davranigini artirmaktadir.

b. Sosyal etkiler: Ailelerin dijital diinyadaki etkinlikleri yeterince denetlememesi, genglere sanal kumar oyunlarina
serbestge ulagma/erisme firsati sunmaktadir. Ote yandan aile igi iligkilerde bozulma, arkadas g¢evresinden
izolasyon, yalnizlasma ve sosyal beceri eksiklikleri gozlemlenmektedir.

c. Ekonomik etkiler: Aile borglari, finansal krizler, faturalari 6deyememe gibi yasanan ekonomik sorunlarin
yaninda diisiik gelir diizeyine sahip ailelerde yetisen gencler, finansal kazang umuduyla sanal kumar oyunlarina
yonelebilmektedir.

d. Yasal ve etik boyutlar: Birgok iilkede sanal kumarla ilgili yasalar bulunmamaktadir. Konuyla ilgili
diizenlemelerin oldugu iilkelerde de ise genglerin erisimini engelleyen sistemler oldukca zayiftir (Ornegin yas
dogrulama sistemlerinin kolayca asilabilmesi). Ote yandan her kesime etik sorumluluklar diismektedir. Ornegin
sanal kumar platformlarinin agresif reklam stratejileri ve gengleri hedef alan igerikleri etik sorunlar
yaratmaktadir.

Sonug

Sanal kumar bagimliligi, teknolojiyle i¢ i¢e bilyiiyen gen¢ nesil i¢in giderek biiyiiyen bir tehdit haline gelmistir.
Teknolojik gelismeler, agresif reklam stratejileri ve yetersiz yasal diizenlemeler, bu sorunun yayilmasina katki
saglamaktadir. Bu bagimliligin etkileri yalnizca psikolojik diizeyde olmayip, sosyal iliskileri, akademik basariy1 ve
ekonomik refahi etkilemektedir. Dolayisiyla sanal kumari sadece bireysel bir tercih olmadigini, toplumsal bir problem
seklinde diistiniilmesi gerektigi agiktir. Bu konuda gesitli oneriler ise soyledir:

o Ailelere yonelik egitim programlari ile aileler sanal riskler konusunda bilinglendirilmeli ve genglerin internet
kullanimlarinda etkin denetim saglanmali,

e Okullarda farkindalik egitimleri ile genglere yonelik sanal bagimlilik ve dijital etik konularinda egitim igerikleri
gelistirilmeli,

e Yasal diizenlemelerin giiclendirilmesi ile resit olmayan bireylerin sanal kumara erigsimini engelleyecek daha kati
yasal/teknolojik diizenlemeler yapilmali,

e Psikolojik danismanlik ve destek hatlari ile sanal bagimlilikla miicadele i¢in {icretsiz ve erigilebilir danigmanlik
hizmetleri sunulmali,

e Reklam ve medya denetimi ile kumar igerikli reklamlarin dijital mecralarda yasaklanmali ya da bu tiir igeriklerin
gengleri hedef almasinin 6niine gegilmeli,

e Arastirmalarin artirtlmasi ile sanal kumar bagimlilig1 tizerine yapilacak ¢esitli nitelikteki bilimsel ¢aligmalarla
bu alana katki saglanmali, elde edilen verilerle politika ve program gelistirilmesine katki saglanmalidir.
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European Neighborhood Policy as a Soft Power Tool

MURAT KAGAN TOPRAK

Abstract: This study examines how the European Neighborhood Policy is used as a soft power tool by the European
Union. To establish theoretical dimensions, soft power and the European Neighborhood Policy are examined within the
context of this study. Subsequently, to examine the potential of the EU to effectively utilize the European Neighborhood
Policy, the soft power capacity of the organization and its member states is examined. Following the introduction of the
theory and potential, the impact of the European Neighborhood Policy on activities is examined concretely, revealing
the soft power elements within these activities. After presenting all this data, it is concluded that the EU possesses
significant soft power capacity, but that soft power alone does not yield fully successful results. Therefore, the
European Neighborhood Policy is used by the EU as a smart power tool, a component of hard and soft power.

Keywords: European Union, Soft Power, European Neighborhood Policy, Smart Power, Hard Power

Bir Yumusak Gug Araci Olarak Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi

Ozet: Bu galisma Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi’nin Avrupa Birligi agisindan nasil bir yumusak gii¢ araci olarak
kullanildigini incelemektedir. Bu dogrultuda teorik boyutlarin ortaya konulmasi amaciyla yumusak gii¢ ve Avrupa
Komsuluk Politikas1 ¢alismanin baglamina uygun olarak incelenmistir. Ardindan AB’nin Avrupa Komsuluk
Politikasi’n1 etkin olarak kullanabilmesini saglayan potansiyelini incelemek i¢in orgiit ve iiye lilkelerin yumusak giic
kapasitesi incelenmistir. Teori ve potansiyelin ortaya koyulmasinin ardindan somut olarak Avrupa Komsuluk
Politikasi’nin faaliyetlere olan yansimasi incelenerek, bu faaliyetlerin igindeki yumusak gii¢ unsurlart ortaya
cikartilmistir. Biitiin bu veriler ortaya konulduktan sonra AB’nin biiylik bir yumusak gii¢ kapasitesine sahip oldugu,
ancak salt bir yuamusak giiclin tamamen basarili sonuglar getirmedigi ve bu sebeple de Avrupa Komguluk Politikasi’nin
AB tarafindan sert ve yumusak giiciin bir bileseni olan akilli gii¢ araci olarak kullanildig1 sonucuna ulastlmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Avrupa Birligi, Yumusak Gii¢, Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi, Akill Giig, Sert Giig
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1. GIRIS

Giig, uluslararast iliskiler alaninda oldukga tartigilan ve hala tam olarak tanimlamasi yapilamayan bir olgudur. Birgok
uluslararasi iligkiler kurami temelinde gii¢ kavrami {izerine teoriler ortaya atilmistir. 20. Yiizyilin sonlar1 ve 21. Yiizy1l
itibariyle yogunlasan kiiresellesme ile birlikte gii¢ kavrami degisiklikler yasamaya baslamistir. Gegmiste gii¢ denilince
salt askeri gii¢ akillara gelirken, artik bu olgu degismis ve yumusak gii¢ de en az sert gii¢ kadar etkili konuma gelmistir.
Giliniimiizde uluslararasi hukuk kurallarimin varligi, uluslararasi orgiitlerin yayginlagsmast ve demokratik degerlerin
onem kazanmasi gibi durumlar iilkelerin sert glice bagvurmasinin dniinde biiyiik engeller olarak durmaktadir. Béyle bir
durum neticesinde yumusak gii¢ unsurlari daha da 6nem kazanmis ve lilkelerin bagka iilkeler iizerinde tahakkiim
kurmasinda en etkili yol olarak karsimiza ¢ikmistir. Gegmisteki savas enstriimanlari etkisini kaybetmeye baglamis ve
ikna ile kargilikli bagimlilik kavramlari bu enstriimanlarin dniine gegmeye baslamistir.

Avrupa Birligi, ylizyillardir siiregelen savaslar1 bitiren ve Avrupa kitasinda barig ortaminin hakim olmasini saglayan bir
orgiittlir. Belirli donemlerde biiyiiyen AB, baz1 genislemelerinde biiyiik fayda elde ederken bazi genislemelerinde ise
faydanin yaninda zararlari da biinyesine katmistir. 2004 ve 2007 yilindaki genislemeler salt bir faydadan ziyade zararli
durumlart da ortaya ¢ikaran en 6nemli gelismelerdir. Ciinkii bu geniglemeler ile birlikte AB sorunlu bolgelere komsu
olarak, birligin bu bolgelerden tehdit algilamasinin 6niinii agmistir. Bu durum karsisinda AB 6nlem olarak Avrupa
Komsuluk Politikasi (AKP)’yi gelistirerek bu tehditleri daha olugmadan 6nleme ya da etkisini azaltma yoluna gitmistir.
AB fiiyesi iilkelerin demokratik degerlere saygi gosteren iilkeler olmasi, uzun siireli savaslardan bikmis bir toplumun
bulunmasi, AB’nin kendine ait bir ordusunun bulunmamasi gibi durumlar AB’ye sert bir gii¢ten olusan bir birlik niteligi
kazandirmaktan ziyade yumusak bir gii¢ niteligi kazandirmaktadir. AB’nin sahip oldugu bu nitelik, AKP’yi de
sekillendirmis ve bu politika AB i¢in AKP kapsamindaki iilkeleri etkilemek ve kendi istegi dogrultusunda
sekillendirmek amaciyla bir yumusak gii¢ araci olarak kullanilmaya baslanmgtir.

Calismada ilk olarak teorik temelin saglanmasi amaciyla yumusak gii¢ incelenmistir. ikinci olarak AB’nin hem &rgiit
bazinda hem de iiye iilkeler bazinda sahip oldugu yumusak gii¢ kapasitesinin tespiti i¢in birlik ve iiye tlkeler
incelenmistir. Ugiincii olarak Avrupa Komsuluk Politikas1 detaylica incelenmis ve son olarak bu politikanin bir
yumusak giic unsuru olarak nasil kullanildigini tespit etmek amaciyla AB’nin AKP kapsamindaki iilkelere yonelik
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uyguladigi faaliyetler incelenerek, bu faaliyetlerin nasil yumusak gii¢ unsuru olarak kullanildig: ifade edilmistir.
Calismada cevaplanmasi hedeflenen temel sorular: “Yumusak gii¢ nedir? Avrupa Komsuluk Politikast nedir? AB’nin
giice bakis acis1 nasildir? AB’nin yumusak gii¢ kapasitesi ne kadardir? AKP, AB’nin bir yumusak gii¢ araci olarak
degerlendirilebilir mi?” seklindedir. Calismada yorumlamaci paradigma benimsenmis ve nitel arastirma yontemleri
kullanilmistir.

2. Yumusak Gu¢

Yumusak gii¢ kavrami, Joseph S. Nye’mn kendi ifadesi ile ilk defa 1990 yilinda yayimlanan "Liderlige Zorunluluk:
Amerikan Giiciiniin Degisen Dogast" adli kitabinda ve bu kitabindan derledigi “Yumusak Gii¢” adl1 makalesinde ele
alinmistir. 1990 senesi itibariyle Nye, giic kavraminin sadece sert giic olarak algilanmasina karsidir ve devletler igin
alternatif gii¢ kaynaklarmnin da olabilecegini ileri siirmektedir.! Kavram ile ilgili olarak Nye sert giicii, bagkalarinin
pozisyonunu degistirebilmek i¢in askeri veya ekonomik gii¢ kullanarak havug veya sopaya basvuran bir gii¢ tiirii olarak
ele alirken; yumusak giicii, bir iilkenin sahip oldugu degerler, refah seviyesi, firsatlar vb. hususlar nedeniyle ona
hayranlik duyan {tilkelerin, o iilkeyi takip etmesi ve izlemesi seklinde vurgulamaktadir. Bu tanimdan hareketle yumusak
gii¢, herhangi acik bir tehdit veya degis tokus olmadan bagkalarinin davranisini ikna veya cazibe ile belirleme giicii
olarak da tanimlanmaktadir. Ancak aktorler bunu yaparken, para ya da baski araglarini kullanmamakta; ortak degerlere
¢ekme ve bu degerlere ulagmaya katkida bulunmanm dogrulugunun benimsetilmesini yegane yol olarak
gormektedirler.?

Nye, yumusak giiclin ana kaynaklarini dort baslik altinda siralamistir. Bunlar: baskalarina g¢ekici geldigi takdirde
kiiltiirti, siyasi degerleri, mesru ve ahlaki olarak otoriter goriilen dig politikalar1 ve son olarak ta glindem yarattig1 ve
giindemin kapsamim belirledigi kendine meylettirdigi hallerde kurumlar veya devlet digi orgiitlerdir.’> Bu doért ana
kaynagin yaninda sert giiciin de bazen yumusak gii¢ yaratabilecegi Nye tarafindan kabul edilmektedir. Ornegin giiclii
bir orduya sahip bir iilke, hedef iilke {izerinde askeri giiclinii kullanmasa bile karizma ya da yenilmezlik miti gibi etkiler
yaparak sert giiciinii yumusak giice gevirebilmektedir.*

Sert gli¢ ve yumusak giiciin yaninda bir de bu iki olgudan da etkileri biinyesinde barindiran akilli gii¢ kavrami
bulunmaktadir. Akilli giic; ne sert giictiir ne de yumusak giigtiir. Akilli gii¢, hedeflere ulasmak i¢in hem sert hem de
yumusak giiciin birlesik bir strateji ile kullanilmasidir. Akilli gli¢, hem giiclii bir ordu hem de iilkenin etkisini artiracak
her seviyede ittifaka veya ortakliga yatirimi gerektirir. Ikisinin birlesimi ve kullanimi, diplomasi ve harp sanatidir.’

3. Avrupa Birligi’nin Yumusak Gug¢ Anlayisi ve Potansiyeli

Insan haklari, baris ve demokrasi AB’nin kurulusundan bu yana genisleme politikalarinda kullandig1 araclardan
olmugtur. Genisleme fikrinin ortaya ¢ikmasi ile insan haklarina saygi, demokrasinin tesvik edilmesi ve barisin
korunmas: adina bu araglarin kullanilmast AB’nin dig politikadaki en 6ncelikli hedefleri haline getirilmis ve AB baris1
korumakta ve kural koymakta kararli bir kiiresel gii¢ olarak belirmeye baglamistir. Avrupa Birligi hem sdylemlerinde
hem de mevzuatinda yumusak gii¢ kavramina 1999 yilindan beri yer vermekte olup s6z konusu kavram Birligin kendine
0zgi niteliklerini ve uluslararast iliskilerdeki roliinii yansitmaktadir. Yumusak giic AB’nin dig politikasini belirlemek,
uluslararasi riskleri yonetmek, dis etkisini giiglendirmek, barigi korumak ve giivenligi saglamakta kullandigi 6nemli bir
arag olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.®

AB uluslararasi arenada niifuzunu kullanirken yumusak giiclinii bilyiik 6l¢iide kalkinma ve dis yardimlar vasitasiyla
gostermektedir. Avrupa’nin kiiltiirel zenginligi ve farkliliklar1 onun diinyadaki roliinii ve etkisini belirlemekte ve AB
sadece ekonomik bir birlik ve ticari bir gii¢ degil, aynm1 zamanda daha 6nce benzeri goriilmemis ve g¢ok basarili bir
kiiltiirel ve sosyal proje olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu nedenle, insan haklarima saygi, hosgori, ifade ozgiirligi,
farkliliklara saygi ve kiiltiirler arasi diyalog gibi deger ve normlarindan kaynaklanan yumusak giicii sayesinde diinyanin
geri kalanina da 6rnek model olmaya c¢alismasi zor olmamaktadir. Kuskusuz bu mevcut imajin ve kullanilan araclarin
tesadiifi olmadigint ve hem ikinci diinya savast sonrasi 6zel kosullarinin hem de askeri ve siyasi giiclinii yitiren
Avrupali devletlerin hegemonyalarini siirdiirmek i¢in ¢agin kosullarina gayet iyi uyan evrensel degerlerle hareket etmek
durumunda kaldiklar1 da géz ardi1 edilmemelidir.

AB’ye iiye devletlerin hepsi demokratik, insan haklarina saygi gosteren, énemli kiiltiirel mirasa ve sivil topluma sahip
oldugu iddiasinda olan iilkelerdir. Ordusu bulunmayan AB sadece baris giicli ya da egitim tatbikatlar1 iiye {ilkelerin
katilimu ile askeri giictinii kullanmaktadir, ancak bu dezavantajini sahip oldugu biiyiik ekonomik ve diplomatik araglarla

! Alkan, M. N. (2019). HAROLD LASSWELL FORMULU ve KAMU DIPLOMASIiSI UNSURLARININ BELIRLENMESI. TURAN-SAM, 11(43),
s.533.

*Cengiz, 0. Z. E. L. YUMUSAK GUCE BUTUNSEL BAKIS. Giivenlik Bilimleri Dergisi, 7(1), 5.5

3 Yapici, U. (2015). Yumusak Gii¢ Olgiilebilir mi?. Uluslararas: Iliskiler Dergisi, 12(47), s.10.

4 Yatagan, AG (2018). SERT GUC UNSURLARININ YUMUSAK GUC ARACI OLARAK ETKILERI. Kara Harp Okulu Bilim Dergisi , 28 (2),
s.77

> Ayni makale s.74 )

6_Yi1maz, A. N, & Kiligoglu, G. (2017). Avrupa Birligi’nin Yumusak Gii¢ Kullanim: ve Diger Ulkeler Uzerindeki Olumlu Etkisi. Bartin Universitesi
Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 8(15), s.88.
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tersine gevirmektedir. AB’nin yumusak giicii sosyoekonomik yapisindan kaynaklanan cazibesi ve dis politikada izledigi
yapict ve olumlu politikasinin sonucu olarak ortaya gikmaktadir. AB bu potansiyelini “Baris Ikna Ister” sloganiyla
birlestirerek bdlgesinde ve uluslararasi arenada etkili olmaya ¢aligmaktadir.”

Yumusak gii¢ ¢caligmalartyla iinlenen Portland, 2019 yil1 igin “Yumusak Giic Top 30" adli bir rapor yayinlamistir.® Bu
raporda yumusak gii¢ alaninda 6nde gelen ilk 30 iilkenin siralamasi ortaya konulmustur. Bu rapor olusturulurken alt1
endeks tizerinden hareket edilmistir. Birincisi dijital yetenekler: iilkenin dijital altyapist ve dijital diplomasideki
yetenekleri degerlendirilmistir. ikincisi kiiltiir: bir ulusun hem popiiler kiiltiir hem de yiiksek kiiltiir kiiltiirel ¢iktilarmnin
kiiresel erisimi ve ¢ekiciligi degerlendirilmisti. Ugiinciisii girisim: bir iilkenin ekonomik modelinin cekiciligi, is dostu
olmasi ve yenilik¢i kapasitesi degerlendirilmistir. Dordiinciisii egitim: bir iilkedeki beseri sermayenin diizeyi, bursa
katkist ve uluslararast 6grencilere g¢ekiciligi degerlendirilmistir. Besincisi igbirligi: bir iilkenin diplomatik aginin giicii
ve kiiresel angajman ve kalkinmaya katkist degerlendirilmistir. Altinci ve son olarak ta hiikiimet: 6zgiirliik, insan
haklar1 ve demokrasi taahhiidii ve siyasi kurumlarm degerlendirilmistir.” Portland’in bu siralamasmin basinda yiiz
lizerinden 80.28 puan alan Fransa gelmektedir.'® Bu siralamada yer alan 30 iilkenin 15 tanesini AB iiyesi devletler
olusturmaktadir.'!

Avrupa Birligi, kamu diplomasisi alaninda da diger devletlerden daha fazla yatirm yapmaktadir. Ozellikle de
uluslararasi kiiltiirel iligskilerde Avrupa geleneksel olarak daha fazla harcama yapmaktadir. Bu alanda en ¢ok para
harcayan iilke, kisi basina 17 dolarla Fransa’dir ve bu oran ikinci gelen Kanada’nin harcadigmin dort katindan daha
fazladir. Ugiincii sirada Ingiltere, dérdiincii sirada da Isveg gelmektedir. Bununla kiyaslandiginda, Amerikan Disisleri
Bakanlhig1 Fonu’nun, uluslararasi kiiltiirel programlar i¢in harcadig1 miktar kisi basina sadece 65 senttir.'?

Avrupa Birligi, hem iiyeler nezdinde hem de 6rgiit nezdinde 6nemli bir yumusak gii¢ potansiyeline sahiptir. Ortaya
sunulan bu veriler bu durumu agik¢a ortaya koymaktadir. Yiizyillar boyunca savag halinde olan bu cografyanin
glinimiizde AB araciligtyla baris ve refah ortamina doniismesi zaten birligin bash basina bir yumusak gii¢ unsuru
olmasini saglamaktadir. Bunun yaninda ekonomik refahi yiiksek olan birligin bu potansiyeli yumusak gii¢ unsurlarina
yonlendirmesi de birligin bu potansiyeline biiyiik katki saglamaktadir.

Bir¢ok unsurun yaninda AB’nin genigleyebilen bir drgiit olmasi, birlige en biiyiik yumusak gii¢ kazandiran unsur olarak
kargimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Kargilikli bagimliligin artmakta oldugu kiiresel bilgi ¢aginda kiiresel normlari, yerel ve
uluslararas1 degerleri olusturabilme kapasitesine sahip aktorler daha c¢ekici hale gelmekte ve yumusak giicleri
artmaktadir. AB bunun en 6nemli drnegini olusturmaktadir. Birligin yumusak gii¢ alaninda iistiinliigii, AB’nin iradesini
gerek kendi simirlar iginde gerekse de uluslararasi alanda hakim kilabilmesinin en 6nemli gdstergesidir. Bunun en
onemli kaniti, sinirsal olarak genigleyebilen tek aktér olmasidir. Siyasi farkindaligin arttigit ve dolayisiyla
yonetebilmenin fazlasiyla zor oldugu bir ¢agda iiyelik siireciyle kendi politik hedeflerini benimsetme konusunda basarili
olabilen tek orgiitlenmedir. Ayn1 zamanda kendi hedeflerini evrensel hedefler olarak benimsetebildiginden Avrupa
Birligi, uluslararasi politikada etki olusturma hususunda diger kiiresel aktorlere gore c¢ok daha avantajli bir
konumdadir.'®

Avrupa Birligi’nin yumusak gili¢ anlayisini ortaya koyan en onemli veriler birlik yetkililerinin yapmis oldugu
aciklamalardir. Bu agiklamalara gerek icerik analizi gerek sdylem analizi yapilarak, agiklamalarin sig anlamlarindan
ziyade derin anlamlar1 elde edilebilmektedir. Ancak dénemin Avrupa Birligi Dis Iliskiler ve Avrupa Komsuluk
Politikasindan Sorumlu Avrupa Komiseri Benita Ferrero Waldner’in 24 Eyliil 2007 tarihinde Columbia
Universitesi'nde yapmis oldugu konusma herhangi bir analiz yapmadan apacik bir sekilde AB’nin yumusak gii¢
anlayisini yansitmaktadir.

Waldner: “Askeri gii¢, terorist saldirilarin incelikleriyle basa ¢ikamayacak kadar kor bir aractir ve kesinlikle yiikselen
denizleri veya kiyilarimiza vuran gégmen dalgalarimi durduramaz. Ote yandan AB, 27 kisilik genisletilmis bir birlik ve
Avrupa kitasinda benzeri gériilmemis bir baris ve refahin sonucu olan yumusak giiciiniin muazzam meyvelerini topladh.
Ancak yumusak gii¢, karsilastigimiz tehditlerle basa ¢ikmak icin tek basina yeterli degil. Avrupa'nin merkezi tarihsel
deneyimi, askeri zaferlerin yalmzca gecici baris saglamast olabilir. Ancak Ispanya ve Birlesik Krallik'n ¢ok iiziicii bir
sekilde ifade ettigi gibi, uluslararasi teréristler AB'nin ilan ettigi ozgiirliik, ozgiirliik ve giivenlik alamina saygi
duymuyor. Sozde “cekici gii¢” icinde olsak da zengin olsak da, ¢ekiciligimize yenik diigmeyenler var. Cevap agikga,
ikisinin bir kombinasyonuna ihtiyactmiz oldugudur. Veya belki de bazi bilginlerin "akilli gii¢" olarak adlandirdig,

"Cultural Diversity, global politics and the role of Europe, European Commission,
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech 14 165, (erigim tarihi:21.12.2022).

8 A Global Ranking of Soft Power 2019, Portland, https://portland-communications.com/publications/a-global-ranking-of-soft-power-2019/, (erisim
tarihi:28.12.2022).

 What is Soft Power, Portland, https:/softpower30.com/what-is-soft-power/, (erisim tarihi:28.12.2022).

19 Soft Power of France, Portland, https://softpower30.com/country/france/ , (erisim tarihi:28.12.2022).

! Overall Ranking 2019, Portland, https://softpower30.com/ , (erisim tarihi:28.12.2022).

12 Akdag, Z., & Ekici, S. (2017). Avrupa Birligi’nin Uluslararas1 Politikada Etkili Olma Aract: Yumusak Giig. Birey ve Toplum Sosyal Bilimler
Dergisi, 7(2), s.44.

13 Ayni makale s.47.
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tamamen yeni bir gii¢ bi¢imi. AB diinyadaki roliinii gelistirmeye devam ederken, iki yonlii zorluk ortaya ¢ikiyor: sivil ve
askeri taraflar arasinda tutarliligi saglamak ve yumusak, ¢ekici giiciimiizii daha stratejik kullanmak. Oniimiizdeki yillar
icin di¢ oncelik belirleyecegim: Avrupa'min komsulari,; iklim degisikligi ve enerji giivenligi ve kriz yonetimindeki
roliimiizii gelistirmek. Dogal olarak AB, yakin c¢evresine ézel bir dnem vermelidir. AB'nin ¢evre iilkelerinin iyi
yonetilmesi ve miireffeh olmast karsilikli menfaatimizedir. Bu nedenle artik ézellikle giiney ve dogu komsularimiza
yonelik bir politikamiz, Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi var. Bu, dogumuzda Beyaz Rusya, Ukrayna, Moldova ve Giiney
Kafkasya, giineyimizde ise Fas'tan Liibnan'a kadar tiim Akdeniz kiyist demektir. Bu bolge genelinde, iligkilerimizi
derinlestirmek ve komsularimizi ekonomik ve siyasi reform yolunda cesaretlendirmek icin AB'nin c¢ekici giiciinden
yararlaniyoruz. Bunu, reformlarda en fazla ilerleme kaydedenlere bizimle daha derin siyasi ve ekonomik iliskiler
sunarak yapiyoruz. AKP, simdiden isbirligimizi genisletti ve somut basarilar elde etti. Ozellikle reformlar icin ozel
olarak hazirlanmig Eylem Planlar: olmak iizere ¢ok cesitli aracglardan yararlaniyoruz. Ekonomik entegrasyon: mal,
hizmet ve sermayenin serbest¢e aktigi bir alan olan AB'nin 500 milyonluk giiclii pazarina komsularimizin erigmesine
yardimcei olacagiz; hepimiz icin yeni olasiliklar ve daha biiyiik firsatlar agmak. Hareketlilik: Insanlarin AB icinde ve
cevresinde seyahat etme oOzgiirliigiiniin son derece énemli oldugunu biliyoruz. Bu nedenle, daha az karmagik vize
kurallar1 ve Hareketlilik Ortakliklari, AB ile komsular arasinda yasal gégii tesvik eden ve yasadisi gé¢le miicadele eden
anlasmalar istiyoruz - bizim igin biiyiik bir adim. Enerji: Entegre enerji piyasalari, ister tiretici, ister transit veya
tiiketici iilke olsun, herkesin lehinde ¢alisir. Bu nedenle, bolgesel diizeyde bir enerji anlagmasi fikrini arastiriyoruz ve
komsularimizla giines ve riizgdar enerjisi ve biyokiitle gibi yenilenebilir enerjiler gelistirmek icin ¢alisiyoruz. Artan
yardim: En iyi performans gosteren iilkelerde iyi yonetisim igin daha fazla yardim sunuyoruz ve uluslararasi finans
kuruluslarindan ek fon saglamak igin yeni bir Komsuluk Yatirim Araci kuruyoruz. Reformun pahali oldugunu biliyoruz

ve onemli tesvikler saglamamiz gerekiyor”.'*

Waldner bu konugmasinda AB’nin giice bakis agisini agik bir sekilde 6zetlemistir. Aynt zamanda Avrupa Komsuluk
Politikasi’nin AB i¢in 6nemli bir yumusak gii¢ elde etme ve uygulama platformu oldugunu da ortaya koymustur.
Waldner bu agiklamasiyla, AKP’nin neden 6nemli oldugunu vurgularken, AKP iilkelerine ne sekilde yaklasilacagini da
teorik olarak ifade etmistir. Waldner AB’nin giice bakis a¢isini ortaya koyarken ayni konusma icerisinde devamli olarak
AKP’yi kullanmasi da bir yumusak gii¢c unsuru olarak AKP’nin ne kadar 6nemli oldugunu ortaya koymakta ama ayni

zamanda da tamamen bir yumusak giic unsuru olmadigini bazen sert giic oldugunu da belirtmektedir. Bu sebepten
dolay1 da Waldner AKP’yi genel olarak akilli gii¢ sinifina koymaktadir.

4. Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi

Avrupa Birligi, kurulusunun ilk yillarindan itibaren siirekli olarak birlik igerisindeki iilkelerin entegrasyonunu
gelistirmeyi ve ardindan da gerekli sartlari tagiyan tilkeleri birlige dahil etmeyi diistur haline getirmistir. Birlige yeni
iiyelerin katilimi bir taraftan faydali olsa da diger taraftan birlige zararli olmustur. 2004 yilinda birlige 10 yeni iiyenin
katilmastyla beraber AB yeni bir agsamaya giris yapmustir. Bu iiyeliklerle birligin liye sayis1 25°e ¢ikarken, niifusu 450
milyonu ast1 ve ekonomide 1000 milyar dolara ulasan GSYIH’e eristi. Bu durum da AB’nin siyasi, cografi ve ekonomik
statlistinii biiyiik oranda gii¢lendirdi. Ancak son genisleme dalgasi ile birlikte komsu olunan bélgeler, AB igin bir takim
firsatlar sunarken beraberinde bir takim tehditlerde getirmekteydi. Ciinkii AB, bu genisleme siireci ile birlikte ekonomik
ve siyasi istikrarsizliklarin yasandigi Ortadogu-Kuzey Afrika iilkelerine ve enerji agisindan biiylik potansiyele sahip
Rusya ve bolge tilkelerine komsu olmustur. '3

Genisleme politikalart AB’nin yakininda bulunan iilkeleri reforma tesvik etmek ve bu arada orgiitiin kendi giivenlik
kaygilarim1 gidermek bakimindan en etkili dis politika araciydi. Zaten AB disinda herhangi bir aktdriin genisleme
faaliyetine girismesi en hafif tabiriyle irredantizm olarak algilanabilecekken AB’nin genislemesi bdyle bir durum ortaya
¢ikarmamakta ve bu durum da AB’ye ¢ok Onemli bir avantaj sunmaktadir. Yani genisleme, AB’nin sahsina miinhasir
yapisina Ozgii bir yetenektir.!® Ancak son genisleme dalgasiyla birlige iiye olan iilkeler AB’nin sindirim kapasitesini
fazlasiyla zorlamaya baslamis ve asir1 genisleme, AB sisteminin isleyemez hale gelme tehlikesinin ortaya ¢ikmasina
neden olmustur. Artik genisleme perspektifi olmadan yeni komsular tizerinde niifuz sahibi olmaya imkan verecek bir
politika ihtiyaci ortaya ¢cikmustir.

AB’nin i¢inde bulundugu bu durumu firsata gevirmesi amaciyla AB, dogusundaki Azerbaycan, Ermenistan, Giircistan,
Moldova, Belarus ve Ukrayna’y1 ve giineyindeki Akdeniz komsular1 olan 14 iilkeyi igine alan yeni bir politika
olugturmaya girigsmistir. Yeni komsularin 6zellikle AB’nin i¢ pazar, ¢evre, enerji ve teknoloji gibi alanlardaki
politikalarma ve siyasi ve ekonomik agidan AB normlarina uyum saglamalar1 gerekiyordu. Bu amagla AB tarafindan
mali, teknik ve siyasi acilardan tesvik edilip desteklenmeleri saglamak iizere bir dis politika ¢ercevesi ¢izilmistir.
Doénemin Avrupa Komisyonu Baskanit Romano Prodi’nin ifade ettigi gibi yeni komsuluk politikasi, AB’nin kurumlarina

14 The European Union and the World: a hard look at soft power, European Commission,
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech 07 576, (erisim tarihi:02.01.2023).

15 Canveren, 0., & Oztiirk, C. (2018). Avrupa Birligi Genisleme Politikalarnda Mesrulastirma: Merkezi ve Dogu Avrupa Ulkeleri ile Bati
Balkanlarm Karsilastirmali Analizi. Adnan Menderes Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi, 5(1), 5.58.

16 Akdag, Z., & Ekici, S. (2017). Avrupa Birligi'nin Uluslararas1 Politikada Etkili Olma Aract: Yumusak Giig. Birey ve Toplum Sosyal Bilimler
Dergisi, 7(2), s.46
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ve karar alma mekanizmalarma katilim hari¢, her konuda isbirligi ve dostane iliskileri 6ngoriiyor ama AB iiyeligi
perspektifini sunmuyordu.

Cazip bir refah bolgesi olmasindan dolay: siirekli olarak go¢ ¢ceken AB’nin, komsu oldugu iilkelerin iyi yonetilen ve
istikrarli iilkeler olmalar1 bizzat AB’nin cazibe merkezi olmasi konumunu siirdiirebilmesi i¢in onemlidir. lyi
yonetilmeyen, siirekli i¢ karigikliklarin yagandigi, refah seviyeleri diigiik olan komsu iilkelerin varligi, yaratacaklar1 gog,
iltica ve organize suglar gibi nedenler AB’nin refahi ve istikrart i¢in tehdit olusturacaktir. AB’nin degerlerinin iiye
iilkeler ve aday iilkeler digindaki diger bolge iilkelerinin de benimsemesini desteklemek ve komsu iilkeler ile AB
tilkeleri arasinda yeni yapay simirlar olugmasini dnlemek igin, AB igerisinde komsulara yonelik yeni bir politika
olusturma ihtiyacini ortaya ¢ikarmigtir. AB’nin artik sadece Akdeniz’de degil, biitiin komsularinda demokrasiyi, hukuk
kurallarini, insan haklarini ve azinliklara saygiy1 igeren ortak degerleri giiglendirmek temel bir zorunluluk haline
gelmistir. AB bu durum {izerine Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi’n1 (European Neighbourhood Policy) gelistirmistir.
Avrupa Komgsuluk Politikasi, AB’nin aday statiisiinde olmayan yakin komsular1 olan 16 iilkeyi kapsamaktadir. Bunlar:
Israil, Urdiin, Moldova, Fas, Tunus, Filistin, Ukrayna, Ermenistan, Azerbaycan, Misir, Giircistan, Liibnan, Cezayir,
Suriye, Libya ve Belarus’tur. Béylece AB 2004 yilindaki besinci genislemesine paralel olarak, 2004 yilinda yeni
komsularina yonelik AKP’yi gelistirmistir. Bu politika vasitasiyla AB siyasi ve ekonomik degerlerinin komsuluk
bolgesine yayilmasini ve bdylece bu iilkelerdeki refah ve istikrara katkida bulunmasim hedeflemektedir.!”

AKP, siyasi diyalogdan ekonomik entegrasyona kadar ¢ok sayida diizenlemeyi igeren bir politika olarak dikkat
¢ekmektedir. Avrupa Komisyonu, AKP’nin odaklanmasi gereken alanlari kararlastirirken siyasi diyalog ve reform,
ticaret ve ortaklarin agamali olarak AB’nin i¢ pazarinda pay sahibi olmalar1 i¢in hazirlanan 6lgiilere odaklanmistir. Ayni
zamanda adalet ve i¢ isleri, enerji, ulagim, bilgi toplumu, ¢evre ve arastirma ile yenilik ve sosyal politika ve toplumsal
diizeyde temas da odaklanilmasi gereken konular olarak belirlenmistir. Yapilan antlagmalar ¢er¢evesinde, AB finansal
ve teknik destekle dost iilkelerin bu konudaki uygulama ve cabalara destek saglanilmaktadir. Cok yonliiliige vurgu
yapan Avrupa-Akdeniz igbirliginin aksine, AB ve Akdeniz iilkeleri arasinda bireysel bazda destekleme yollar1 arayan
AKP, farklilagma ve ¢ift taraflilik {izerine kurulmustur. Komsularinda fakirligi azaltmayi ve refah i¢in alan olusturmayi
ama¢ edinen AKP, bunu bir takim ekonomik reformlar ve iilkelerin kendilerini giincelleyip i¢ pazarlara katiliminin
benzer hukuk kurallar1 ve rekabet kurallarini dikkate almalarina dayandirmaktadir. AB ve her bir komsu iilkenin
karsilikl1 antlagsmas1 AKP nin baslica yiiriitme araci ve hareket planini olusturmaktadir. '®

AB tarafindan AKP ile 3 temel amag belirlenmistir. Ilki genisleyen AB’yi Rusya’dan Karadeniz’e ve Akdeniz’in
giineyine kadar bir dostluk halkasi ile ¢evreleyerek, AB’nin degerlerini komsu iilkelere yaymak ve AB politikalar1 ile
uyumlu disisleri ve giivenlik politikalar1 olusturmaktir. Tkincisi, AB ile AKP iilkeleri arasinda bir ekonomik biitiinlesme
yaratarak dostluk halkasmi giiclendirmektir. Uciincii hedef ise birinci ve ikinci hedeflere komsu iilkelere iiyelik
taahhiidii vermeden ulagmaktir.

Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi'nda, AB tarafindan komsu iilkeler i¢in ayrilan fonlar biiyiik 6nem tagimaktadir. 2000-2006
biitge doneminde bolgesel olarak kullanilan TACIS, MEDA, CARDS ve EIDHR gibi ¢esitli mali ya da tematik
programlar uygulanmistir. TACIS programi Dogu Avrupa ve Rusya’yi, MEDA programi Giiney Akdeniz kiyilarindaki
tilkeleri ve CARDS ise Bat1 Balkan iilkelere yonelik hazirlanmistir. Téim bu programlar 1 Ocak 2007 tarihinden itibaren
Avrupa Komsuluk ve Ortaklik Aract (ENPI) adi altinda olusturulan komsuluk politikasinin finansmani igin tek cati
altinda toplanmustir.'®

5. Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi Cergevesinde AB’nin Yumusak Gi¢ Uygulamalari

Avrupa Birligi, AKP kapsaminda bolge iilkelerine yonelik bir¢cok faaliyet gelistirmistir. Bu faaliyetler araciligiyla bolge
iilkelerinin AB’nin istedigi formatta bir komsu olmalar1 hedeflenmis ve bu dogrultuda reformlar yapilmalar1 tesvik
edilmeye ¢alisgilmistir. AB, gevresini dizayn ederken agirlik olarak sert gii¢ unsurlarini degil, yumusak gii¢ unsurlarimi
kullanmig ve hedef iilkelerin AB ile ortak amaclar hedeflemesini arzu etmistir. Ancak AKP iilkelerine yonelik her
zaman yumusak gii¢ unsuru kullanilmamis, Waldner’in konusmasinda belirttigi gibi, gerekli goériilmesi halinde akill
gii¢ bilesenine de bagvurulmustur. Ancak AKP iilkelerine yonelik saf bir sert gii¢ genel olarak kullanilmamistir. Yani
bir nevi AKP, AKP iilkelerine yonelik yumusak bir gii¢ araci olarak kullanilmustir.

5.1. AB’nin AKP’ye Yd&nelik Projelerinde Yalnizca Yumusak Gii¢ Unsuru Barindiran Uygulamalari

Avrupa Birligi, 2004 yilinda ortaya koydugu Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi’nin ardindan AKP {ilkelerine yonelik birgok
somut faaliyet gergeklestirmistir. Bu faaliyetler bazen tamamen yumusak gii¢ unsurlarint biinyesinde barindirirken
bazen de sert ve yumusak giiciin karisimi olan akilli giiciin unsurlarmi biinyesinde barindirmaktadir. Bu somut
faaliyetleri detaylica ortaya koymak, AB’nin AKP’yi AKP iilkeleri {lizerinde nasil bir yumusak gii¢ araci olarak
kullandigin1 a¢iklamaktadir. Ayni zamanda da AKP iizerinden AB’nin yumusak giice verdigi énemin de anlagilmasini

17 Arman, M. N. (2011). Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasinda Sorunlu Alanlar: Insan Giivenligi ve Komsuluk liskisi. Uluslararas: lliskiler Dergisi, 8(31),
5.52-53.

'8 Ayn1 makale s.53.

19 Ayni makale s.57.
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saglayacaktir. Bu boliimde ilk olarak yalnizca yumusak giic unsurlarini biinyesinde barindiran faaliyetler ortaya
konulacak, ardindan da akilli gii¢ unsurlarini biinyesinde barindiran faaliyetler ortaya konulacaktir.

20 Mart 2018 tarihinde AB’nin en ikonik ve en basarili programlarindan biri olan Erasmus+, Avrupa iilkelerinden ve
AB’nin Giiney komsularindan daha fazla 6grenci ve genci birbirine baglamak i¢in hareketlilik eylemlerine ¢evrimici bir
stirim eklemistir. Avrupa Komisyonu tarafindan aciklanan “Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange” projesi 25 bin gencin
becerilerini gelistirme amacglamakta ve 33 Erasmus iilkesini ve Cezayir, Mistr, Israil, Urdiin, Liibnan, Libya, Fas,
Filistin, Suriye ve Tunus’u kapsamaktadir. Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange, moderatorlii tartismalar, ulus Otesi proje
gruplart, agik c¢evrimigi kurslar ve savunuculuk egitimi araciliiyla Avrupa iilkelerinden ve ABmin Giiney
komsularindan gengleri, genglik galisanlarimi, &grencileri ve akademisyenleri birbirine baglayacak. Ornegin, farkli
tilkelerden gengler haftada bir kez bir moderatér tarafindan kolaylastirilan ve dnceden dagitilan hazirlik materyalleri
temelinde ekonomik gelismeler veya iklim degisikligi gibi konular tartigmak i¢in baglanti kurabilecekler. Bu program
yurt disindan akranlarla temaslar ve fikir aligverisleri, yeni bilgi ve beceriler edinmenin yant sira hosgorii ve karsilikli
kabulii gelistirmek igin AB ile AKP dahilindeki iilkeler igin énemli bir firsat sunmaktadir.?’ Bu program AB’nin egitim
araciligiyla AKP iilkelerine yonelik uyguladigi bir yumusak gii¢ unsurudur.

Avrupa Birligi, Birlesmis Milletler ve Smurfs’un ortaklasa diizenledigi kiiresel farkindalik girisimi “EUBeachCleanup”
kapsaminda 20 Ekim-9 Kasim 2022 tarihleri arasinda Tiirkiye’de bir takim etkinlikler hayata gecirilmistir. Denizlerdeki
kirlilige dikkat g¢ekmek igin diizenlenen bu program kapsaminda Canakkale, Istanbul, Van, Samsun, Trabzon ve
Sanliurfa’da sahil temizleme ve dalis etkinlikleri gergeklestirilmistir. Diinya ¢apinda diizenlenen Avrupa Birligi Sahil
Temizleme Kampanyasi, insanlari sahil temizleme faaliyetlerine katilmaya ve mikro davranigsal degisiklikleri tegvik
etmeye tesvik ediyor. Kampanya, Avrupa Yesil Diizeni'nin hedeflerini, okyanuslar ve denizlerle ilgili tim ekonomik
faaliyetleri kapsayan bir mavi ekonominin gelistirilmesini ve siirdiiriilebilir kiy1 kaynaklarinin korunmasina yoénelik
politikalarin gergeklestirilmesini desteklemektedir. Tiim bu hedeflere dikkat ¢ekmek igin Avrupa Birligi Tiirkiye
Delegasyonu Bagskani Biiyiikel¢i Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut Canakkale'de insa edilen Dijital Okyanus Tiineli'ni ziyaret
etmis ve ziyarette ¢evre ve deniz ekosistemlerindeki gesitliligin korunmasi i¢in toplumlarin ve bireylerin harekete
gecmesi ve davranis degisikligi gelistirmesinin dnemini vurgulamistir.?! Bu program, AB’ye kiiresel ¢apta bir yumusak
gli¢ potansiyeli kazandirmasinin yaninda AKP {ilkeleri lizerinde de 6zel bir etki saglamistir. Ciinkii bu programa ABD,
ftalya Mozambik gibi iilkelerin yaninda Cezayir, Tunus, Urdiin gibi AKP kapsaminda yer alan iilkelerin gencleri katilim
saglamustir.

2007 yilinda EuroMed Audiovisual II programi ¢ergevesinde finanse edilen Greenhouse projesi ile AB, Cezayir, Misir,
Israil, Urdiin, Tiirkiye, Liibnan, Fas, Filistin, Suriye ve Tunus’tan uzun metrajli belgesel yapmakla ilgilenen film
yapimcilarint gelistirmek amaciyla bir seminer programi baslatmistir. Greenhouse’nin seminerleri, beyaz perdeye
yonelik belgesel film yapiminin tiim yonlerini kesfetmeyi amaglamistir. Katilimer projelerin her biri, Greenhouse web
sitesi araciligtyla aga baglanan kisisel bire bir egitim oturumlart araciligtyla yonlendirilmis, boylece program yilinin
sonunda katilimcilar tam gelismis bir {iretim paketine sahip olmustur. Bu, gelistirilmis bir senaryo, ayrintili bir
uluslararasi biitge ve mali plan ile stratejik bir pazarlama ve dagitim planini igermistir. Paket, uluslararasi festivallerin
yani sira Avrupa ve Akdeniz sinema endiistrisinin begenisine sunulmustur. Katilmak iizere segilenlere, seminerler
sirasinda 6grenim iicretleri, donils uguslari, konaklama ve yemekleri kapsayan bir hibe verilmistir.?? Bu program
araciligtyla AB, AKP iilkelerine sinema sektorii lizerinden bir yakinlik saglamis, ayrica programm yapildigi yilin AKP
icin erken bir y1l olmasi da bu programa ayri bir deger katmistir. Ciinkii program yalnizca AKP kapsamindaki iilkelere
yonelik olmus ve bu durum da bu iilkelerin AB nezdinde kendilerini degerli hissetmelerini saglamistir.

Avrupa Komisyonu, gelismekte olan diinyada daha geng bir toplumu hedef alan somut bir eylemle farkindalig1 artirmak
icin toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi konusunda uluslararasi bir resim yarigmasi diizenlemistir. 8 Mart 2010 tarihinde
baslatilan yarigmaya diinyanin her yerinden sekiz ila on yasindaki gocuklar, yarisma araciligiyla toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligi vizyonlarin1 gostermeleri i¢in davet edilmistir. Yarigmaya katilan her bolgeden kazananlara 1 000 Euro'ya
esdeger bir 6diil verilmistir. Bolgeler arasinda 'Akdeniz ve Orta Dogu' ve 'AB'nin Dogu Komsular1 dahil diger Avrupa
Ulkeleri' bulunmaktadir. Bir 6nceki yi1l Akdeniz bdlgesinde dereceye girenler Misir ve Cezayir’den olmus, Dogu
komsular ve diger Avrupa iilkeleri bolgesinden de Ukraynali bir ¢ocuk dereceye girmistir. Yarigmanin 2007'deki ilk
diizenlemesinden bu yana, tiim diinyada yaklagik 60.000 cocuk evde ve okulda toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi diyaloguna
katkida bulunurken, ulusal ve yerel makamlarin yani sira sivil toplum da bu etkinlige yakindan ilgi gdstermistir.* Bu
etkinlik Avrupa bolgesinde katilanlardan ziyade Ortadogu ve Kuzey Afrika iilkeleri lizerinde ¢ok daha etkili olmustur.
Bu bolgeler digerlerine nazaran cinsiyet esitligi konusunda daha az duyarlidir ve bu nedenle AB ile bu iilkelerin kiiltiirel
acidan yakinlagsmasinin oniinde bu durum bir engel olarak bulunmaktadir. Bu tarz yumusak gii¢ unsurlari ile bu

2 Erasmus+ Goes Virtual, Delegation of the European Union to Turkey, https://www.avrupa.info.tr/en/ceas-news/crasmus-goes-virtual-7518, (erisim
tarihi:05.01.2023).

2! The EU Beach Clean Up 2022, Delegation of the European Union to Turkey, https://www.avrupa.info.tr/en/node/10933, (erigim tarihi:05.01.2023).

2 Greenhouse: call for applications for Mediterrian documentary filmmakers, Delegation of the FEuropean Union to Turkey,
https://www.avrupa.info.tr/en/news/greenhouse-call-applications-mediterranean-documentary-filmmakers-2908, (erisim tarihi:05.01.2023).

3 European Commission Launches Gender Equality Drawing Competetion, Delegation of the European Union to Turkey,
https://www.avrupa.info.tr/en/news/european-commission-launches-gender-equality-drawing-competition-2549, (erisim tarihi:05.01.2023).
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bolgelere yonelik gergeklestirilen faaliyetler AB’nin AKP iilkelerini kendi istedigi istikamete sokmasina yardimci
olmaktadir.

5.2. AB’nin AKP Ulkelerine Ydnelik Akill Gii¢ Uygulamalari

Avrupa Birligi, AKP iilkelerine yonelik olarak gerceklestirdigi faaliyetlerde yalnizca yumusak gii¢ araglarini degil,
yumusak gii¢ ile sert giiciin birlesimi olan akilli giiciin unsurlarint da yogun bir sekilde kullanmistir. Bir onceki
boliimde belirtildigi gibi AB, bazi durumlarda yalnizca yumusak giiciin yetersiz kalacagi diisiincesine sahip oldugu icin
bu durumlarda karma yontem olan akilli gii¢c unsurlarin1 devreye sokarak AKP kapsamindaki tilkeler {izerinde tahakkiim
kurmaya calismistir.

18 Ekim 2017 tarihinde Avrupa Komisyonu terérizmi dnlemek ve AB vatandaglarini daha iyi savunmak i¢in bir dizi
operasyonel ve pratik dnlem sunmustur. Agiklanan tedbirler arasinda AB'nin kolluk kuvveti Europol ile tigilincii iilkeler
arasindaki isbirliginin giiclendirilmesi yer almaktadir. Yilsonundan 6nce AB, Europol ile Cezayir, Misir, Israil, Urdiin,
Liibnan, Fas, Tunus ve Tiirkiye arasinda kisisel verilerin aktarimina iligkin anlagmalar i¢in miizakerelerin baslatilmasin
goriismeyi planlamaktadir.?* Avrupa Birligi bu girisimiyle, sert giicii vasitastyla AKP iilkeleri iizerinde yumusak gii¢
olugturmay1 hedeflemis ve AKP iilkelerine yonelik gerceklestirdigi faaliyetlerde akilli gii¢ unsurunu da kullanmayi
ihmal etmedigi gostermistir.

16 Aralik 2016 tarihinde Afrika igin AB Acil Durum Giiven Fonu, gd¢menlerin korunmasini artirmak ve Kuzey
Afrika'da etkili go¢ yonetimini gii¢clendirmek i¢in 37 milyon Euro'luk bir paketi kabul etmistir. Paket, Libya, Tunus ve
Fas'taki gog¢ sorunlarini ele almistir. Libya'da bu yeni AB destegi, denizde kurtarilan ve Libya'da karaya ¢ikarilan kisiler
gibi en savunmasiz go¢menleri daha iyi koruyacak ve onlara yardim edecek ve ev sahibi topluluklara yardimci
olacaktir. Tunus'ta bu program, ekonomik firsatlarin yaratilmasini hizlandirarak goc¢lin temel nedenlerini ele
alacaktir. Fas'ta bu program, yasal korumalarini giiglendirerek gogmenlere karsi irk¢ilik ve yabanct diigmanligina karsi
miicadeleyi destekleyecektir.?> AB bu program ile sert giiciinii yani ekonomik yardimini ortaya koyarken, ayn1 zamanda
gbciin kiiltlirel nedenlerini ortadan kaldirmak icin bolge tilkeleriyle iyi yonetisim yeteneklerini paylasarak yumusak giic
unsurunu da kullanmaktadir.

Avrupa Birligi AKP kapsaminda yer alan gliney komsuluk bdlgesine ydnelik oldukca genis capli “Water and
Environment Support (WES)” adli bir proje gelistirmistir. AB tarafindan finanse edilen bu proje ¢evreyi korumay1 ve
Akdeniz bolgesindeki kit su kaynaklarinin yonetimini iyilestirmeyi amaglayan bdlgesel bir projedir. WES'in ana
hedefleri arasinda, kirliligin dnlenmesi ve su kullanim verimliligi ile ilgili sorunlarin iistesinden gelmek yer almaktadir.
WES, AB tarafindan finanse edilen 6nceki bagarili bolgesel projelerin deneyimlerinden yararlanmakta ve paydaslarin
kapasitelerini artirmak ve ortak {lkelerde bilgi aligverisi ve miilkiyeti i¢in kosullar yaratmak igin ¢aba
gostermektedir.26  WES, Akdeniz i¢in Birlik giindemleri ve Barselona So6zlesmesi ile uyumlu olarak, kirliligin
azaltilmasi1 ve 6nlenmesine yonelik entegre bir yaklasimin uygulanmasina katkida bulunmak {izere tasarlanmis bolgesel
bir projedir. Proje, kirliligin azaltilmas1 ve su yonetimine dahil olan paydaslarin kapasitelerini artirarak ve onlar1 gevre
ve su politikalarinin formiile edilmesi ve uygulanmasinda destekleyerek bunu yapmayi amaglamaktadir. WES, daha
stirdiiriilebilir bir tiikketim ve liretim modeline gegisi desteklemekte, entegre ve verimli bir su yonetimini desteklemekte,
plastik kirliligi ve deniz ¢Opiiyle miicadele etmekte ve onemli ¢evresel ve siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma konularinda diyalogu
tesvik etmektedir. WES bu sayede bolgede karsilikli anlayisi, isbirligini ve barist da desteklemektedir. Proje aymi
zamanda kentsel ve kirsal alanlarda suyun verimli kullaniminin giiglendirilmesine, atik suyun yeniden kullanimina izin
verecek sekilde uygun sekilde aritilmasina ve ayrica su hizmetlerinin maliyetinin kargilanabilirligine odaklanmaktadir.
WES, Cezayir, Misir, Israil, Urdiin, Liibnan, Fas, Libya, Filistin ve Tunus'u kapsamaktadir.?’

WES kapsaminda AKP iilkelerine yonelik bircok faaliyet gergeklestirilmis ve gerceklestirilmeye devam etmektedir. Bu
projelerden alti tanesi hem kapsam hem de mali agidan digerlerine gére &n plana gikmaktadir. ki “Water efficient
Innovative Solutions Portfolio for Enhancing Resilience (WISPER)”dir. Bu proje Urdiin ve Tunus’a yonelik
yapilmaktadir. Projenin temel amaci, iklim degisikliginin suyla ilgili etkilerine uyum saglamak ve direnci artirmak igin
Urdiin ve Tunus'ta kentsel ve kirsal alanlarda suyun verimli kullanimimin tesvik edilmesine katkida bulunmaktir. Proje,
Tunus'ta Nabeul vilayetinde ve Urdiin'de Balqa, Karak ve Mafraq vilayetlerinde tarimsal sulamada suyun
benimsenmesini ve dl¢eklendirilmesini  destekleyen teknik, kurumsal ve piyasa baglammi iyilestirmeyi

24 EU sets out new measures to counter terorism, Delegation of the European Union to Turkey, https://www.avrupa.info.tr/en/news/eu-sets-out-new-
measures-counter-terrorism-6999, (erisim tarihi:06.01.2023).

5 European Union approves projects worth 37 million euro to tackle migration challanges in North Africa, Delegation of the European Union to
Turkey, https://www.avrupa.info.tr/en/news/european-union-approves-projects-worth-eu37-million-tackle-migration-challenges-north-africa, (erisim
tarihi:06.01.2023).

26 Towards a sustainable Meditarranean, Water and Environment Support, https://www.wes-med.eu/about-us/our-mission/, (erigim tarihi:06.01.2023).
27 The Project, Water and Environment Support, https://www.wes-med.eu/about-us/the-project/, (erisim tarihi:06.01.2023).
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amaglamaktadir.”® Bu proje sonucunda elde edilecek sosyo-ekonomik ve gevresel diizeydeki somut etkiler: su israfini
azaltmak, ciftci gelirlerinin arttirilmasi, gevre dostu ve siirdiiriilebilir verimli su ¢dziimlerinin arttirilmasidir.?

WES kapsamindaki ikinci proje “Saving Water Growing Crops”dur. Projenin amaci, Liibnan'daki Shouf Biyosfer
Rezervi (SBR) i¢indeki hedef tarim alanlarinda 6nemli miktarda su tasarrufu saglamasi beklenen yenilik¢i bir sulama
teknolojisinin tesvik edilmesi ve boylece hedef topluluklarin suyla ilgili etkilere karsi direncinin artirtlmasidir. Su
kithgni gidermek igin proje, Trento Universitesi tarafindan tasarlanan yenilikgi bir teknoloji olan uzaktan kumandali
sulama sistemi 'Blue Tentacles' tamitti. Kuzey Italya'da basariyla test edilmis olan bu ¢ziim, yerel bir meteoroloji
istasyonundan gelen verileri, uydu goriintiilerini ve nem ve sicaklik derecesini 6lgmek icin topraga yerlestirilmis
sensorleri analiz eden otomatik bir sulama sisteminden olusur. Toplanan farkli veriler, su miktarini kalibre etmeye izin
veren bir algoritmaya gevrilir, bdylece su ve enerji gibi hayati kaynaklarda tasarruf saglanir. Bu teknolojinin
benimsenmesi i¢in ilk adim, yerel ¢iftcilerin aktif katilimiyla secilen araziler hakkinda bilgi toplanmasidir. Bu agamay1,
mevcut sulama altyapisinin yeniden yapilandirilmasi ve sulama sisteminin kurulmasi izleyecektir. Teknik ve uygulamali
egitimler, ciftcilerin ve yerel yonetim teknisyenlerinin sistemin nasil ¢alistigini 6grenmelerini saglayacaktir. Proje, iklim
degisikligi etkilerinin goriilme sikliginin genellikle kronik bir su kithiginin eslik ettigi bolgede benzer baglamlarda
tekrarlanabilir.>

WES kapsamindaki iiciincii proje “Integrated Water Resources Managament in an Oasis Environment”dir. Proje, Fas
i¢in biiyiik bir sorun olan “Su” sorununa, ayni zamanda iklim degisikliginin etkisiyle yok olma tehlikesiyle karsi karsiya
olan vahalar1 koruma ve sahada biiyiik bir vaha niifusu siirdiirme sorununa yanit vermektedir. Bu proje bdlgesel stratejik
planlamada Entegre Su Kaynaklar1 Yonetimi ilkelerinin entegrasyonuna iligkin iki pilot vakanin konuslandirilmasi
yoluyla, iklim degisikligi baglaminda vaha ortamlarinda su kaynaklarinin verimli ve siirdiiriilebilir yonetimine yonelik
yenilik¢i bir yaklagimi tesvik etmeyi amaclamaktadir. Bu proje araciligiyla uygulamaya konulacak oOnlemler ve

eylemler, vaha popiilasyonlarinin “su”, “enerji”, “gida giivenligi” ve “ekosistemler” arasinda baglanti kurmasin
saglayacak ve ilgili 6nlemler de dahil olmak iizere tam entegre bir yaklasimi tesvik edecektir.>!

WES kapsamindaki dordiincii proje “GAZA H2.0-Palestine”dir. Filistin’in Gazze sehrine yonelik gelistirilen bu
proje dzellikle, Han Yunus Belediyesi'nin tedarik sistemindeki su kayiplarint azaltmayi, dolayisiyla sensor ve analitik
tabanli yaklasimlarin uygulanmasi yoluyla suyun kullanilabilirligini artirmay1 ve iki mahallede Akilli Su Sebekeleri
pilot uygulamalar1 araciligiyla su kaynaklar1 yonetimini ve verimliligini iyilestirmeyi hedeflemektedir. Proje ayni
zamanda Gazze Seridi'ndeki su hizmeti saglayicilarinin ve ulusal su diizenleme kurumlarimin bilgi ve yodnetisimini
saglayacak ve su diizenlemesi sektdriinde gelecekteki yatirimlari kolaylastirmak igin akilli su aglarina yonelik yenilikgi
bir yaklagima dogru gelistirecektir.*

WES kapsamindaki besinci proje “Efficient Water Solutions Khan Younis Palestine”dir. Bu proje geleneksel olmayan
su kaynaklarmin (aritilmis atik su) tesvik edilmesi ve yenilik¢i iklim dostu uygulamalar (damlama sulama, gblgeleme
aglar1 ve seralar) yoluyla su kayiplarmin azaltilmasi yoluyla geleneksel su kaynaklarmi korumayi1 hedeflemektedir.
Proje Al Fukhary'de yaklagik 120 hane / 300 doniime hizmet verecek sekilde siirdiiriilebilir sulama kaynaklarinin
saglanmasina katkida bulunacak ve yeralt1 suyu kuyularindaki stresi azaltarak ve alternatif bir kaynak saglayarak yeralti
suyu kalitesini iyilestirerek Gazze Seridi'ndeki su stresinin azaltilmasina katkida bulunacaktir. Bu proje sayesindeAl
Fukhary'nin hedeflenen ¢iftcileri, tarimsal iiretkenligi artirabilecek, iiretim maliyetlerini azaltabilecek ve Gazze
Seridi'nin giineyindeki orta dlgekli ¢iftgilerin kazang potansiyelini potansiyel olarak iyilestirebilecek tir.*?

WES kapsamindaki altinci proje “ValEUr-Gabés-Tunustur. Tunus'un Gabés sehri gibi su sikintisi ¢geken bolgeler, hem
su kithgt hem de iklim degisikliginin etkisi altinda yogunlasacak olan siddetli sellerle karsi karstyadir. Bu zorlukla
yiizlesmek i¢in, ValEUr-Gabeés projesi, somut olarak yagmur suyu hasadi ve kullanim1 yoluyla, geleneksel olmayan su
kaynaklarmin kullanimimi ve verimli yonetimini tegvik etmek i¢in metodolojik, kurumsal ve teknik yenilikler
onermektedir. Proje, su yonetimi temasinda belirlenen ihtiyaglara, zorluklara ve su sorunlara yanit vermektedir: yogun
yagls donemlerinde kentsel akis ve taskinlarla ilgili sorunlar; yeralt1 suyu iizerindeki baski ve akiferin
tuzlanmasi; kapsamli bir stratejinin yoklugunda kentsel suyun kot yonetimi; yagmur suyundan su kaynaklarinin
gelistirilmesi ve kentsel kullanimlarin maksimize edilmesi talebi. ValEUr Gabés projesinin miidahale 6nerisi, belediye
baglaminda ihtiyaglarin ve firsatlarin katilimer bir sekilde belirlenmesinden baslayan ve aktiflestirilecek sonuglar da
dahil olmak tizere araglarin ve pilot projelerin gergeklestirilmesine dogru ilerleyen ilerici bir uygulama mantigina yanit
vermektedir. Projenin son asamasinda ev ve belediye kullanimlari i¢in kirlenmemis suyu catilardan toplamak ve ayrica

2 WISPER Jordan and Tunisia, Water and Environment Support, https:/www.wes-med.eu/demo-projects/iwrm-jordan-and-tunisia/, (erisim
tarihi:06.01.2023).

»  WISPER, iCU,
tarihi:07.01.2023).

3 Technology as an ally against climate change, Defending Nature Empowering People, https://www.istituto-oikos.org/projects/saving-water-
growing-crops-lebanon, (erigim tarihi:07.01.2023).

31 [WRM in an oasis environment Morocco, Water and Environment Support, https:/www.wes-med.eu/demo-projects/iwrm-in-an-oasis-environment-
morocco/, (erisim tarihi:07.01.2023).

32 Gaza H2.0 Palestine, Water and Environment Support, https://www.wes-med.eu/demo-projects/gaza-h2-0-palestine/, (erisim tarihi:07.01.2023).

33 Efficient water solutions Khan Younis Palestine, Water and Environment Support, https://www.wes-med.eu/demo-projects/efficient-water-
solutions-khan-younis-palestine/, (erisim tarihi:07.01.2023).

https://www.icu.it/progetti/english-wisper-water-efficient-innovative-solutions-portfolio-for-enhancing-resilience/,  (erisim
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yagmur suyunu yeralti sularimin yeniden doldurulmasi veya belediye kullanimlar igin yeniden kullanilmasi amaciyla
geri kazanmak igin yenilikgi pilot projeler uygulanacaktir.3*

SONUC

Tarih boyunca siirekli gerginliklerin hakim oldugu Avrupa kitasinda 20.yilizyilda esi benzeri goriilmemis bir biitiinlesme
gergeklesmis ve sonucunda yiizyillardir hedeflenen baris ortami tesis edilmistir. Avrupa Birligi ile saglanan bu baris
ortami, birligin siirekli olarak kendini giincellemesiyle boyut kazanmaya baslamistir. Birligin kendini giincelleme ve
kapasitesini gelistirme agisindan kullandigi en 6nemli arag “genisleme” olmustur. Bu genislemeler, birlige genel olarak
olumlu katkida bulunsa da bazen birlik icerisinde sorunlara neden olmustur. Ozellikle 2004 ve 2007 genislemeleri
AB’yi bir¢ok sorunlu bolgeye komsu etmistir. Ayrica bdlgesel ve kiiresel olarak yasanan sorunlar, biiyilik bir cazibe
merkezi olan AB’ye 6nemli tehditler olugturmustur. AB, ulusal {ilkeler ve bazi uluslararas: orgiitlerin aksine kendi
ordusu bulunmayan bir birliktir. Bu nedenle sert gii¢c konusunda dnemli bir zayifli§1 bulunmaktadir. Ancak AB, bu agi81
farkli enstriimanlar ile doldurarak bu acig1 faydaya c¢evirmektedir. Yumusak giic bu enstriimanlarin basinda
gelmektedir. AB, etrafinda yasanan sorunlarin kendisine yansimamasi i¢in AKP’yi gelistirerek, cevresini kendi
cikarlarina gore dizayn etmeye calismistir. Bu dizayn, iiyelik temelli olarak gerceklesmese de ortaklik temelinde
gercekleserek AKP kapsamindaki iilkeler iizerinde etki saglamaya baslamistir. AKP, AKP fiilkeleri iizerinde bir
yumusak gii¢ araci olarak kullanilarak, bu bolgelerin sert askeri giigten ziyade yumusak ikna giicii ile istenilen konuma
getirilmesi hedeflenmistir. Zaten ordusu bulunmadigi igin askeri gii¢ alaninda biiyiik eksikligi bulunan AB, yiizyillardir
devam eden savasi bir birlik ile ¢6zmesi, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel agidan kendini gelistirmis olmasi gibi yetenekleri ve
ozellikleri sayesinde potansiyel bir yumusak gii¢ aktoriidiir. Bu sebeple de AB, AKP iilkelerine sert gii¢ uygulamadan,
yalnizca ikna ve ortaklik yoluyla tahakkiim olusturmak istemis, sahip oldugu potansiyel sayesinde de biiyiik oranda
basarili olmustur. AB’nin AKP iilkelerine yonelik gelistirdigi yumusak gili¢ uygulamalari hem AB’ye hem de bolge
iilkelerine katkida bulundugu i¢in hem AKP iilkeleri hem de uluslararasi kamuoyu tarafindan siiphecilikle
kargilanmamis ve kolaylikla benimsenmigtir. Bu durum AB’ye, sert giiciin getirecegi faydalardan kat ve kat daha fazla
fayda saglamistir. Ayrica uygulanan bu yumusak gii¢ faaliyetleri, AKP {ilkelerine yonelik gecici bir etki saglamaktan
ziyade kalic1 ve ileriye doniik bir etki saglamistir. Bu durum, AB’nin ileriye doniik olarak bu boélgelerden gelecek
tehditlere karsi erkenden dnlem almasini saglamis ve bu durum siyasi ve ekonomik maliyet agisindan oldukga diisiik
miktarlar harcanarak saglanilabilmistir. Yani Avrupa Komsuluk Politikasi, AB’nin etrafin1 dizayn etmesini saglayan bir
yumusak gii¢ aract olarak kullanilmig ve pasif bir mekanizmadan ziyade etkin bir mekanizma olarak fayda saglamistir.
Ancak salt bir yumusak gii¢, barts durumunda biiyiik oranda fayda sagliyorken, savas durumunda tam anlamiyla basarili
olamamaktadir. 2022 yilinda baslayan Rusya-Ukrayna savasi bu durumu agikga ortaya koymustur. Ciinkii 2004 yilinda
baslayan AKP, etrafina yonelik bir¢ok faaliyet gelistirmis ve Ukrayna da bu politikalarin kapsaminda yer almistir. Fakat
goriildigi tizere salt yumusak giig, 2022°deki savast engelleyememis ve bunun da yaninda savas esnasinda savasin
bitmesine yonelik ciddi adimlar da atamamistir. Bu sebeple AB’nin AKP’yi ¢agin gergeklerine ayak uyacak sekilde
giincellemesi gerekmektedir. Aksi halde idealist bir gercevede kurulan AB, realist gergekler karsisinda basarisiz
olacaktir.
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